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‘enable a child to master the Τὶ 
not to master the world. 

' Obviously, a Chicago schoolchild will not have ab- 

-sorbed the elements of wheat farming from her envi- 

ronment, as would most children from Iowa. She 
will, ‘however, have ‘grown up in a city where the 
world’s largest agricultural commodity exchanges 
operate and account for thousands of jobs, and in a 
state whose largest industry is agriculture. 

. The amount of money available for her education 
will be determined to some degree by the needs and 
income of farmers ‘and agribusiness in her state. 

She may, while being “TV-influenced,” hear news 
reports about the president’s energy tax dying a 
death of a thousand cuts, one of them inflicted by 


farm interests worried about the cost of running 


lication: “way a Sto Epes αν τὰς 
mote control, but., 


lal il 


CaO 


ldran™ {n-a poor “Chicago neighbor- © 
hood: waste time lé ng something as useless to 
their lives as how t t to 100 in Swahili? 

Fairness. Utility. Whatever the ostensible concern, 
the result is the same:a constricted notion of educa: 
tion that assumes where a child starts out is where 
she will end wp. 

Is it too much to suppose. that a child from Chi- 
cago’s South Side. might someday go beyond her 


- neighborhood—might travel, perhaps, to Africa with 


knowledge of agricultural techniques that would put 
an end to those harrowing, grotesque television pic- 
tures of starving children? 

Is it too much to suppose that education, even now 
and even in urban America, can be a liberating ex- 


perience, inspiring children not just to.dream, but to ’ 


follow their dreams? , 


Political passion vs. legal process 


Nothing is so much fun for a politician as an op- 
ponent’s scandal, and Republicans in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. may be forgiven for enjoying the 
spectacle of Democrats coping with the :serious 
charges made against one of their titans, Ways and 
Means Committee: chairman Dan Rostenkowski of 
Chicago. But at'some point the fun can becomes ir- 
responsibility, as it has for the House GOP. 

-A. brouhaha erupted Thursday on the floor over 
whether to release the records of the House post 
office investigation conducted by a special House 
task force. Federal prosecutors are also digging into 
the matter and last week elicited a guilty plea from 


*former: House. postmaster Robert V. Rota of pro- 


Viding a “largely untraceable source of illegal cash” 
to several House members, including a “Congress: 
man A,” generally believed to be Rostenkowski. 

The Democrats balked at the Republican demand 
for instant publication on the .reasonable ground 
cat the rene ‘could only jeopardize the prosecu- 


tors’ work. You don’t have to take their word for 
it: Interim U.S. Attorney J. Ramsey Johnson wrote a 


letter to House leaders asking them not to make the 


records public because doing so would have “a sig- 


nificant adverse effect on the ongoing criminal in- . 


vestigation.” 

That request was the subject of the iGudest ex- 

change on the floor, after California Republican Wil- 
liam Thomas suggested that Speaker Thomas Foley 
had solicited the letter to justify his action. Foley 
angrily denied doing any such thing and Thomas 
was forced to apologize for his groundless charge. 
' There is nothing to be gained by haste in releasing 
the evidence and plenty to be lost. The evidence 
against the House members, if it fis credible, will 
come out soon enough. Until then, the needs of: crim: 
inal justice should continue to take precedence over 
the preferences of the Republicans, whose apparent 
motive is not to inform the public but to embarrass 
the opposition. 


A very hard landing, indeed 


" He flew through the air with increasing unease, 
» This puzzled blimp pilot let down by the breeze. 
’ His actions were futile—no control of the ship! 
; The craft hit a rooftop, done in bya rip. 


᾿ oO ; 
With. apologies to George Leybourne 


. You remember the July 4 story of Bigfoot, a color- 
ful advertising blimp that lost altitude over New 
York and crash-landed atop a seven-story apartment_. 
— building, instantly decorating the structure for the 
Independence Day holiday.. 

- The deflating experience, caused by an undetected 
‘rip in the blimp’s bag, ended better than it might 
have for pilot Lee Cermak and copilot Pat Russell. 
Russell wasn’t seriously hurt, but broken bones kept 
Cermak hospitalized for more than a week. 

*“We kind of slapped down hard; the impact went 
through my spine,” said Cermak as he prepared to 
return home to Oregon, where he plans to resume 


his career in blimps in the fall. “F didn’t intend to .- 


visit New York in ‘this manner.” 


That's τοι all Cermak had to say to ee er how- 
ever. Perhaps appreciating fhat chances to grab a 
few seconds of fame in the Big Apple come along 
very infrequently, the Bard of -Blimpdom delivered: 
himself of this poem: 


Jt was July 4, 1993. 

There was. three: a beautiful airship, a coptiot 
and me. 

-We-were just cruising-down the river on a “Suriday~ 
afternoon—the beautiful airship, the copilot 


and me, 

When all of a sudden, she did a flip and a flop, 

And on a Manhattan rooftop, we all came-to a 
sudden stop—the airship, her copilot.and,me. 

And now, like you, 1 wonder why 

There's only two—the copilot and me. 


Well, what's to add after that? Only this: Keep the 
day job, Mr. Cermak. 
“Anon” promises to do the same. 
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tors, delayed for months before - 


By Michael Briggs 
Sun-Times Washington Bureay 


WASHINGTON—House Speak: 
t Thomas δ. Foley on Sunday 
edged to open post office records 
0 prosecutors who said documents 
appear to be missing" from files 
ought in an embezzlement invest- 


ation that has ensnarled Rep. 


Jan Rostenkowski (D-Ill), 
“Wom coing to cooperate fully 
nd ᾽ν with the U.S. ator: 
ey 
sents available that are proper to 
heir investigation be released,” 
‘oley said. 

He said Acting U.S, Attorney J, 
famsey Johnson will be allowed 
0 double-check post office rece 
rds. “Γ pledge my cooperation,” 
‘oley told CBS News, He said he 
new of no missing documents. 
Among the records prosecutors 
ave described as “unaccounted 
it” are recent correspondence 
les for former House postmaster 

| bert V. Rota, who pleaded 
ι utlty last week to conspiracy and 
| mbezalement of post office funds 
ΝΣ congressmen, Without 
| secifically naming the Ways and 
Seanymmittee chairman, Rota 
my Rostenkowski and has 
cooperate with prosecu: 

᾿ as part of his plea bargain. 

A letter from Johnson to House 
dministration Committee Chair. 

_ ton Charlie Rose (ΝΟ) sur. 
iced tate last week on Capitol 
lil. The prosecutor did not spect 


1 what other files ‘appear to be’ 


issing” from documents previ 

_ ously provided to investigators, 

_ “At this stage in our continuing 
westigation, we simply want to 
ke sure that no records were 
verlooked or forgotten,” he wrote. 
The letter also detailed how 
louse lawyers in the past, despite 
repented requests’ by prosecue 


fiice in seeing that all docu- 


making post office records avail. 
able to be reviewed. 
Last spring, when former U.S, 


Atlorney day B. Stephens repeat. ᾿ 


edly complained at press confet- 
ences about attempts to- obstruct 
the post office investigation, Foley 
had said that all requested records 
had been turned over to a federal 
grand jury. 

A Capitol Hill source acknowl: 


edged in March that there had’ 
been “difficulties” satisfying some 


requests for records, but the 
source, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, satd “nobody was try. 
ing to stonewall.” Prosecutors pris 
vately expressed concern that 
Rostenkowski allies in Congress 
were Uncaaperative, 

Rostenkowski broke his silence 
Saturday for the first time since 
Rota pleaded guilty, asserting his 
Innocence and denouncing “unfair, 
false and baseless allegations,” 

President Clinton, who is rely: 
ing on Rostenkowski to help steer 
through Congress a package of 
taxes and spending cuts to reduce 
the budget deficit, is expected to 
appeat with Rostenkowski tonight 
in Chicago at ἃ Democratic Party 
fund-raiser, 

Treasury: Secretary Lloyd M. 
Bentsen on Sunday: reasserted the 
Clinton administration’s confi- 
dence in Rostenkowski’s leadership 
of the conference committee that is 
hammering out the budget bill. - 
- Bentsen. told NBC News the 
leval cloud over Rastenkowski has 
not hampered him in Congress, 

“T think bain Rostenkow: 
ski and the conferees are commit: 
ted to trying to get this package 
passed, and that will be their pri 


‘ority,” Bentsen said: Asked if Ros- 
tenkowski was distracted by his. 


legal troubles, Bentsen. said: “I 
have been in negotiations with: 
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On Rosty’s Turf 
Views Unchanged 


By Neil Steinberg 
Stalf Weiler 


The allegations swirling around Dan Rosten- 
kowski and his financial dealings don’t seem to 
have affected how his Northwest Side constitu 
ents view the congressman. 

Those who already disliked him had thetr rea- 
sons—some unexpected—before the scandal 
broke, 

‘ And those who like bim—and most of those 
asked Sunday said they still do—apparently are 
going to continue supporting him. 

“Why don’t they leave him alone? It's really nol 
big money involved,” sald Sophie Mad), propri+ 

: στ ctor of the Busy Bee Restau- 

+ δ rant, dismissing any talk of 
: fnatcil Improprieties. “He is 
a good man, and | think peo- 
ple should leave hima alone,” 
Ἰ “T like him. He's been in 
this neighborhood a long 
ca παχύ time,” said retiree dohn Paul: 
ANU son, 72. “Everybody thinks 
ως he’s dishonest, but you never 
ἐὰν ἽΝ know. Money is a tempta- 


Sophie Mad] 7. Phose critical of Rosten- 
kowski have old grievances they're eager to alr. 

“Tf he’s guilty, they should throw the beak at 
him,” said Richard Zymantas, 43, out walking his 
miniature schnauzer, Zymantas criticized Rosten- 
kowski for not cleaning up after his own dog or 
relating well to Tellow dog owners. 

He told of a time when his Schnauzer sniffed 


Tait 44 Ne yy δὲ “ἢ, 
AL ae ΡΝ ONT 
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John Paulson, 72, still likes his beleaguered 


congressman, Dan Rostenkowski, 


over toward Rostenkowski’s dog, 

“He said, ‘Keep your dog away from me,’ ὁ said 
Zymantas, “T said: ‘T’'m just walking my doe like 
you. He's ἃ grumpy old guy= think he should 
retire” 

“It's payback time,” said ἃ homeless man rest- 
ing on a bench in Pulaski Park a few feet ftom 
Rostenkowski's Chicago home, “At night he sits 
there, luaks out his window, sees us and calls the 
police. The police come and say, ‘The congress 
man doesn’t like seeing you. Move on.’ But we 
have nowhere else to go, If he gets indicted, he 
brought it on himself. If you're in Congress, you're 
supposed to help the homeless, not call the police 
to chase them out of sight.” 

Supporters said it wouldn't make sense for 
Rostenkowski, at this point in his career, to 
commit crimes of the magnitude cited in the 
press, | 
“We like ‘him as a man. I beleve he's not 
guilty,” said’ Mohammed Majeid, a grocery store, 
owner. “He’s been there 20, 25 years, He’s not 
going to do something wrong.” 


Chairman Rostenkowski, as chair: 
man of the Finance Committee, 
where we wenl 15 hours straight, 
So] know about that fella's ener- 


gy and commitment.” 


There have been calls for Ros: 
tenkowski, who has not been 


| 
charged with any crime, to resign 
as chairman. Committee chair- 
men who ate indicted are required 
to do so under House Democratic 

cules, | 
House Minority Whip Newt 
Gingrich (R-Ga,) told CBS that 


Rostenkowskt should not surren- 
der hig chairmanship under the 
current circumstances. 

“I don’t think anyone can pre- 
_ Sume anybody js guilty until they 
have had an opportunity to clear 
their name,” Gingrich said. 
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Indictment 


᾿ WASHINGTON—Federal prosecu- 
‘tors are expected to decide next 


month whether to ask for an- indict-. 


‘ment of Rep, Dan“Rostenkowski (D- 
11.) from the federal‘grand jury that 
-has ‘investigated embezzlement from 
Ahe” House ‘post ‘office. " , 
«The Senate confirmation this week 
ef Eric H. Holder Jr..as.U.S. attorney 
ior the District” of, Columbia ‘cleared 
‘the’ way for the resolution of the inves- 
‘gation. =. ire. 7 
Holder takes over. from U.S. Attor- 
ney Jay B. Stephens, the Republican 
who said he was on -the brink of 
winding up the invéstigation when he 
was forced out of office Jast April -by 
‘Attorney General Janet Reno. ἡ 
Holder's swearing-in .is scheduled 
for mid-October, but he will be briefed 
before then on pending investigations, 
including the House post office case. 
Holder has been a Superior Court 
judge in the District of Columbia sinco 
1988...He was 8 ‘trial attorney from 
1976 to 1988-in-the-public integrity 
section of the Justice Department. 
He told the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee during his confirmation hearing 
that convictions of a federal judge in 
.. Pennsylvania for taking bribes to fix 


cases and an embezzlement conviction 
of an EBL agent were among his most 
signi icant cases during ‘the period 
when he was “specializing in official 
corruption.” 


Rostenkowski’s attorney, Robert S: 


‘Bennett, has engaged in a publicily 
campaign to raise doubts about evi- 
dence that apparently implicates the 
Chicago congressman. ἢ ΕΣ 
“Hopefully, in the coming season 
the ‘professional prosecutors at the 
U.S. attorney's office and the.Depart- 
ment of Justice will: take a hard look 
at the quality of -their evidence and 
the credibility of their potential wit- 
nesses and decline prosecution,” Ben- 
nett wrote in a Sept: 16 column in the 
Washington Times.. “This would, .of 
course, take political courage.” — 


Ld 


* Without naming Rostenkowski, 


prosecutors in July implicated him in 


an embezzlement scheme when they 
accepted a guilty plea by _formor 


-House Postmaster Robert V. Rota. As 
‘part of a plea bargain in which Rota 


agreed to cooperate with prosecutors, 


‘he admitted providing cash to House 


members in transactions disguised as 
postage stamp purchases, 

“Rota pleaded guilty .to, embezzling 
$21,300 for a “Congressman A” on 
dates and in amounts that match 


House expense account records for 


Rostenkowski postage purchases. 

Former. post office supervisors 
James C. Smith and Mary C. Bowman 
‘also have testified before the ‘grand 
jury. In interviews with, the Chicago 
‘Sun-Times, both said-.they provided 
cash to the postmaster that Rota told 
‘them was for select congressmen. 

The grand jury investigation of Ras- 
tenkowski has expanded beyond the 
post office into other aspects of his 

-campaign, congressional. and . persona) 
finances. ‘Witnesses who appeared be- 
fore the grand jury this summer were 
asked about vehicles Rostenkowski 
leased in Chicago. 

‘Documents subpoenacd by ‘the 
grand jury show a Wilmetté auto deal- 
er handled Rostenkowski’s acquisi- 
tions of three vehicles as purchascs 
and not as government leascs,as Ros- 
tenkowski maintained. 

The government has tried to deter- 
mine if Rostenkowski illegally used 
$73,000 in government funds to buy 
the vehicles and then disguised the 
payments as government leases for 
mobile offices τ 2. 24 

~"Rosténkowski hds denied wrongdoing. 
‘He has used campaign funds to 

defray legal expenses for himself and 

‘aides subpoenaed to testify before the 
grand jury. He recently formed a legal 

Mefense fund. er? 
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By-Paul M. Rodriquez 
THE WASHEGION Tues ; 
| The federal grand ‘jury fain 
‘the House post office has issued new 
subpoenas to the House for records 
| dating back to 1957, including. all 
7 documents on Rep. Dan Rostenkow: 
ski since he took office. 

The two subpoenas are part of an 
effort by the grand jury (0 piece to- 
gether a complete picture of the Ili- 

ois Democrat's dealings since he 
| decame-a congressman in 1959 by 

exploring transactions by him and 
his office, 
1 The-grand jury has been inves- 
1 tigating embecemen, drug sales, 


| WASHINGTON, D.C., FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1993 x 


| Rostenkowski records subpoenae 
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Postal rand jury’ request reaches to 5] 


improper cash transactions and 
money laundering at the post office. 

The subpoenas; both dated Oct. 
29, seek records detatling Mr. Ros- 
tenkowski’s handling ‘of his office's 
financial dealings, especially in the 
past five years. 

One Suopoena seeks “any commu: 
nication” between Mz. Rostenkow: 
ski, the influential chairman of the 
House Ways and Means Committee, 
and the House Administration Com: 
mittee between 1959 and 1993 “cons 
cerning expenditures of official 


funds" 

It also demands “all documents 
made available for members of the 
House consisting of letters, pam: 
ohlets, notebooks, books of temo 
randuta relating to the rules, reg: 
ulations or poticies governing the 
expenditure of funds” berween 1957 
and 1985, 

The second subpoena is narrower 
in scope and asks for documents on 
Mr. Rastenkowski’s office-supply 
purchases between Jan, 1, 1988, and 
Jan. 34, 1994, 
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Specifically, the second subpoena 
seeks “all documents, copies or orig- 
inals, in any way  velated ta Rep. Oan 
Rostenkowski or his office including 
but not limited to sales tickets, spe- 
cial order forms, invoices, receipts, 
certificates of deposit, returns, 
monthly statements, payment rece 
ards for non: οποία purchases, 
checks and money orders” issued to 
or received fram the congressman 
ar any of his offices. 

“They ὁ dither .got, something or 


ε —welse they're trying to just torment 


re 


everybady,” said one of several con: 
gressional saurces who spoke with 
The Washington Times on the condi- 
tion af anonymity, 

“It's really kind of mind-boggling 
If you ask me” said a second source 
familiar with the grand jury's ΤΟ: 
quest, 

“Who knows if the records ‘go 
back that far)” a third source said. 

The sources, including current 
and former congressional and fed- 
éral law enforcement officials, said 
the Latest swopoenas —and delays in 
the sentencing of some people con. 


yicted in the post office scandal ~ 


see POSTAL, page A20 
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suggest that the criminal probe will 
continue well into next year’s politi- 
cal season. 

“The timing just couldn’t be any 
worse for him,’ said one of the 
sources, referring to Mr. Rostenkow- 
sKi and his ability to garner political 
support in his hometown, Chicago, 
for a 19th term in office. 

“We're hearing complaints from 
some_of the precinct captains that 
they can’t get their people to collect 
enough signatures to put him on the 
ballot for the primary,’ said a source 
with close ties to the Hlinois Demo- 
cratic Party. 


ficials who asked not to be named. 
“It (the grand jury probe] goes on 
and on.’ 

Next month will mark the second 
full year that federal prosecutors 
have been formally looking into ac- 


᾿ς cusations of criminal wrongdoing at 


“Tt just gets worse for this guy,’ 
said one of several Democratic of- 


the congressional mail facility, 
which operates in five locations on 
the House side of the Capitol. 

As first reported in The Times in 
January 1992, the probe initially 


centered on sales of cocaine and 
thefts by post office employees. The 
probe quickly expanded ‘to check 
charges of money laundering by 
higherups and some;members of 
Congress. 

Six former clerks, -the former 
chief of staff and the former post- 
master of the facility have been con- 
victed on charges. ranging from il- 
legal drug sales to embezzlement. 

An administrative assistant to for- 
mer Rep. Joe Kolter, Pennsylvania 
Democrat, has also been convicted 
of drug dealing as a result of the 
ongoing criminal probe. 

Mr. Kolter, Mr. Rostenkowski and 
Rep. Austin J. Murphy, Pennsylva- 
nia Democrat, have been implicated, 
mostly by anonymous accusers, ina 
variety of ethical and criminal viola- 
tions. 

All three have denied any wrong: 
doing, and they have invoked their 
Fifth Amendment rights by refusing 


to testify before}the federal grand 
jury. 


Robert V. Rota, the: House- -post- ἢ 


master forced to resign in March 
1992, has reportedly told prosecu- 
tors that he illegally ‘diverted about 
$23,000 in phony stamp purchases to 
Mr. Rostenkowski during the 1980s: 
Other former post office clerks 
have reportedly told prosecutors 
that Mr...Rostenkowski improperly 
used his congressional privilege of 
free mail to send his golf clubs-and 
personal items around the country 
and nonofficial mail overseas. ᾽ 
In‘addition, prosecutors have in- 
vestigated reports that Mr Rosten- 
kowski improperly used -official 
House funds to lease cars and rent 
district office space from a building 
he and his family own. ἶ 
Furnishings in the congressman’s 
Chicago offices and his use of cam: 
paign money also are being re- 
viewed. } 
Led by new US. Attorney Eric 
Holder, prosecutors empaneled a 
second grand jury this month to pick 
up the pace of the previous grand 


jury, which expired atthe end of.Oc- | 
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The chairman of the Ways and Means Committee doesnt want 
to be remembered as a machine hack from Chicago. But his 
current troubles raise the 


question: Has he really 


left Ward 32 behind? 


HE'S A BIG GUY with a big appetite for red meat, so he likes to eat δε Morton’s of Chicago, an upscale Georgetown 
joint where the steaks are measured in pounds, not ounces. Danny Rostenkowski, the Chicago Democrat who 
- Chairs the House Ways and Means Committee, has eaten at Morton's so many times they named part of the place 
after him. The sign on the wall reads: “Rosty’s Rotunda.” 
He's a big aa 6 feet 2 and well over 200 pounds, and he 


strides into Morton’s with the lumbering gait of his favorite 


movie star, John Wayne. He's never alone. He’s always got 


an entourage of congressmen, ex-congressmen and frequently a corporate lobbyist, who tends to pick up the check. 


Sometimes there’s no table available but one immediately appears, even if the waiters have to set it up in 
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μ" does teacher Sue Siz- 14 miles from the Chesapeake 


her students have enjoyed | the foundation’s only land- 
their field trip to Clagett | locked facility), it is used to 
Farm? “If they're really tired ; teach students about the estu- 
~——||—and-they-smell;"-she-says,—|-ary’s-far-reaching-ecosystem:—}—F | 

“then I know it’s been a suc- | “I’m constantly amazed at how | { 
cessful day.” divorced [kids] are from the 


biology and environmental sci- | uses the opportunity to tell 
ence at Eleanor Roosevelt | them how chemical runoff from ᾿ Ne 
High School in Greenbelt, isa | agricultural operations can af- ope oe ane organically 
. regular visitor to the Upper | fect the bay’s waters. Side excursions may include | grown, the field crops are 
Marlboro site, which plays The trip to gently rolling | a canoe trip on the nearby Pa- | treated with a‘small amount of 
host to more than 3,500 area | fields of corn; wheat and or- } tuxent River, where they get | commercial pesticide. 
students every year. The 283- | ganic vegetables ts a working | the lowdown on the importance For Sizer-Giltette, the 
acre working farm, a former | adventure. “They get there in | of marshes to the bay, and an | Clagett Farm visit brings a 
tobacco plantation, was be- ; the morning and shovel stalls. | afternoon on the Chesapeake | creative slant to teaching. “It’s 
queathed to the Chesapeake | They sling cowpies,” says Siz- 7 aboard a workboat or skipjack. | a classroom without walls,” she 
Bay Foundation 11 years ago | er-Gillette. “Then they feed ; “They pull the dredge for | says. “I think we rely too much 
by Charles Clagett, who made | the cows. Kids aren’t used to | oysters, set crab pots and do ] on books and not enough on 
it clear in his will that he 


hangouts 


manager Michael 
Heller. “You just 
don’t get that hang- 
ing out at the-mall or 
watching TV.” 

The farm is a for- 


δ ΝΥΝ j profit ‘enterprise, 


Kernels of wanted the place used for ed- 
Knowledge ucational purposes. 

Though the farm is actually 
er-Gillette know when | (and has the distinction of being 


says Heller, who lives 
4 —on.-the. premises-and— 


vs supervises a small 

{ ) staff of educators and 
ἢ interns. The harvest 

oF ἡ 15 Sold like any other; 


κ΄: while the vegetables 


Sizer-Gillette, who teaches j bay,” says Sizer-Gillette, who 


that,” she adds. “It’s scary.” 


water quality tests,” says farm 1 experiences.” —Tony GLAROS 
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a walkway. At Morton’s, they owe Rosty. Back in the early 
’80s, he did a favor for his pal Arnie Morton: He came in a cou- 
ple of times with Tip O’Neill, who was then speaker of 
the House, and suddenly the place became very popular with 
lobbyists. 

Sometimes, Rosty spots one of his favorite lobbyists sitting at a 
table with a client and he goes over and slaps his pal on the back 
and tells the client that this guy is the best damn lobbyist in town. 

“That’s always helpful,” says Tom Downey, a former New 
York congressman turned lobbyist. “You're taking your client to 
Morton’s, and the chairman of the Ways and Means Committee 
comes over and puts his arm around you and says how great 


you are. That only has to happen once or eo ἜΝ 
-- __— twice and γον γα set.” 


Before dinner, he orders ἃ martini‘ or 1 --  --- 
two—Bombay gin straight up with a cou- 
ple of those little onions. At Morton’s, 
they don’t give you a menu; the waiters 
come around with a cart loaded with huge 
slabs of raw meat and you take your pick. 
Rosty likes his steaks cooked Pittsburgh- 
style—black on the outside, blue on ‘the 
inside. He washes them down with-his 
favorite wine, Chateauneuf-du-Pape. He 
loves the sound of that name and he glee- 
fully rolls those mellifluous French sylla- 
bles out‘in his gravelly’ Chicago accent: 
shat-toe-noof-doo-pap. . 

Ordering at Morton’s is a ritual that 
some people find quite bizarre. Andy Ja- 
cobs, 'for instance. Jacobs, an Indiana Dem- 
ocrat who serves on Ways and Means, is a 
vegetarian and.has been for decades, but 
Rosty kept: pésteriig him to come to Mor- 
ton’s and: finally Jacobs accepted. 

1 τὰ sitting-at this end of the table and _ 
Danny’s holding court at the other,” Jacobs 
recalls, “and some stevedore brings around 
these dead’ animals and shows ’em to you. 
Which one do you Want? And how do you 
want it further desecrated: by fire? And 
Danny’s. at the head of the table and he. 
bellows out to the stevedore when the cart 
gets to my position: ‘HE’S MY FRIEND, 
MAKE HIM LOTSA VEGETABLES! ” 

Over dinner, the chairman tells sto- _ 
ries—great stories, usually about politics, 
which is the only line of work he’s ever eh ee 
been in. He’s 65 now, and he’s held elec- 
tive office since shortly after he reached voting age. Before 
that, he watched his father, who was a powerful Chicago pol 
back when Danny was in diapers. Rosty tells great stories about 
his old friend Jack Kennedy, and his old boss Mayor Dick Daley, 
and his political hero, Lyndon Johnson. 

One time, he says, he got:a call from President Johnson, who 
told him that Chicago was going to get federal money to improve 
the JFK Expressway. Great! The JFK serves Rosty’s neighbor- 
hood on the Northwest side. So Rosty calls Mayor Daley to tell 
him the good news and Daley says, Hmmmm, the JFK, huh? And 
20 minutes later, Rosty gets another call from LBJ, who says, | 
made a little mistake, Danny, the money’s not for the JFK, it’s 
for the Dan Ryan .. . Which just: happened to be the highway 
that served Daley’s neighborhood on the Southwest side. That 
son-of-a-buck Daley called LBJ and put in the fix! 

Which is the theme of many Rostenkowski stories: power and 
how it really works in America—with back-room deals and 
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~ These days, 


when Rosty 
walks into 
Mortons—or any 
other public 
place—he'll see 
people look up, 
recognize him 
and then quickly 


turn their heads. 


σ᾽ -ι 


phone-calls from the right guy. He tells his tales with great gus- — 


to'and grand hand gestures, and when the punch line comes, his 


huge face lights up with childlike delight. Danny Rostenkowski_ 


loves the sheer fun of the great game of politics. 

At least he used to love it. It’s not so much fun anymore, now 
that he’s got this post office scandal hanging over his head. For 
more than a year, federal prosecutors have been investigating 


. several allegations about Rostenkowski, including the charge 


that he embezzled $21,000 through bogus stamp deals at the 
House Post Office. Rosty denies any wrongdoing. As this mag- 
azine went to press, reports indicated that the new U.S. attor- 
ney, Eric H. Holder Jr., would make a decision on whether to 
5 Στ ταν seek an indictment sometime this month. 

There’s a cloud hanging over Ros- 
__tenkowski, and it’s made him nervous, 
~he’l admit that) ο------- 


political machine, and for years he was 
dismissed as a ward hack, a machine pol, 
“Mayor Daley’s man in Congress.” Over 
and over again, he told friends and inter- 
viewers that he wanted to overcome that 
image, to become a respected national 
leader. And in the mid-’80s, he finally did 
it, engineering the most sweeping revi- 
sion of the tax code in generations, and 
rising to something approaching states- 
_ manship. “No man has ever grown more 
in the Congress,” wrote Tip O’Neill. Now, 
just when he’s Bill Clinton’s point man on 
passing a health care bill, this low-budget 
scandal threatens to pull him right back 
into the muck. | 
These days, when Rosty walks into 
Morton’s—or any other public place— 
he’ll see’people look up, recognize him 
and then quickly turn their heads,.and he 
wonders: Ave they thinking about the 
stamps? Is that why they looked away? 
When he lays his big head down on his 
pillow at night, he.thinks: What are they 
~ gonna say about Dan Rostenkowsk: 1n the 
future? Will it be tax reform or just those 
goldam stamps? 


BIG JOE’S BOY 
| Rosty’s got a million great stories, but he 
: never tells the one about how two of his 
father’s precinct workers were shot dead in front.of his house 
back in 1938. He says he doesn’t remember much about It. 


‘That makes sense: He was only 10 years old. 


Their names were Leo “Cowboy” .Moszinski and Bruno Swi- 
taj. They’d been out barhopping all night, and shortly after 6 in 
the morning, they were sitting in a parked car in front of the 
home of their boss, Alderman Joseph P. Rostenkowski. A car 
pulled up next to them and stopped. The driver kept the motor 
running while his passenger got out and fired four bullets into 
Moszinski and Switaj. Then the shooter jumped back into the 
car and the driver stepped on the gas. 

“I haven’t the faintest idea of what happened or why,” Alder- 
man Rostenkowski told reporters. “Both men worked for me 
but I don’t know of any enemies they might have had.” 

The newspapers reported that the two men had been running 
a slot machine racket, but the murders were never solved, Nei- 
ther was another shooting at the same site three months later: 


He was born into the sleazy Chicago 
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TOP Row: Young Dan packs clothes for the 32nd Ward's poor during the Depression; his father stacks boxes behind him. At right, 
Alderman Joe Rostenkowskl, far right, poses with other Chicago powers at the 1944 Democratic National Convention. minpte Row: 
Dan Rostenkowski as a state senator In 1955, and with his family In 1968. Bottom Row: With Chicago Mayor Richard Daley In the mld- 
‘70s, with House Speaker Thomas P. “Tip” O'Naill Jr. discussing 1986 tax reform legislation, and, at right, facing the press last July. 


JOE ROSTENKOWSKL, TOP RIGHT, AND STATE SEN. DAN ROSTENKOWSKI BY CHICAGO SUN-TIMES; ROSTY IN JULY BY REUTER/BETTMANN; WITH O'NEILL BY JAMES K.W, ATHERTON 13 
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Somebody fired five shots into the tavern on the first floor of 
the Rostenkowski home on the Same night that shots were fired 
into the office of an alderman allied with Rostenkowski. 
Chicago politics was rough in those days, but Joe Ros- 
tenkowski was rough too. Built like a bull—stocky and powerful 
with a huge round head—he was known as Big Joe Rusty. For 
three decades, from the ’30s through the ’50s, Big Joe was king 
of the 32nd Ward. He was an alderman, which meant that he sat 
on the Chicago City Council, and he was a Democratic ward 
committeeman, which meant that he controlled hundreds of 
patronage jobs and helped decide who ran for which office. Like 
many ward.bosses, he was also an insurance agent, which 


“~~~ meant-that he.sold_policies to Ο any busi- . 


nessman who wanted to insure that-he--|———_—— 
stayed on the right side of city govern- 


ment. Lo 5 
Big Joe Rusty rose to power in the De- | 
pression, when the 32nd Ward was very 


Rostenkowski 


‘there’s always 


Polish and very poor. To his impoverished 
constituents, Big Joe was frequently the 
only hope against destitution. He'd’ give 
them a-basket of food or a bucket of coal 
or get their sick relatives into a charity 
hospital or put somebody in the family on 
the city payroll. Sométimes, the story 
goes, when an immigrant from the 32nd 
Ward took a citizenship test, he’d be 
asked, “Who's the president of the United 
States?” and he’d reply, “Joe Ros- 
tenkowskt.” 

Of course, Chicago ward bosses were 
seldom saints and they required some- 
thing in return for their favors.. People 
who got food were expected to vote right. 
People who. got jobs were expected to 
kick back 1 or 2 percent of their salary to 
the ward organization, and to serve as 
precinct workers during campaigns. And _ 
any businessman who wanted a favor—a 
permit, a zoning change, a city contract— 
generally had to pay cold cash for the ser- 
vice. Mathias “Paddy” Bauler, the legend- 
ary saloonkeeper pol who ran the 43rd | 
Ward, summed up the Chicago political 
system in a now-famous quote: _ 

“Listen: ‘You think we should do things 
for them people for nothin’? They got to . 
have somethin’ done—raise the cab'fare }  .... 
or get a city parkin’ lot-lease or somethin’ 
like that—holy Chri’, you don’t think they expect to get it for 
nothin’, do you? What’ 5 fair is fair, you know.” 

Big Joe Rusty was, in fact, a good buddy of Paddy Bauler. In 
1952, the Chicago Daily News reported that Big Joe had three 


no-show employees on his committee payroll and one of them 


was Paddy Bauler’s bartender. The next year, in an anti-cor- 
ruption editorial, the Sun-Times called Bauler, Big Joe and a 
couple of other aldermen ‘ ‘the, council’s worst specimens.” In 
1955, the same paper termed Big Joe “an undeviating member 
of the plunderbund that now controls the council.” 

Into this way of life Daniel. David Rostenkowski was born in 
1928, the only boy in a family of three children. He remembers 
helping his father distribute clothes and a ham or a duck with all 
the trimmings to the unemployed at Christmastime. 

During the war, Big Joe sent his son to St. John’s Military 
Academy, a Catholic boarding school in Wisconsin. He enrolled 
as Daniel Rosten—Anglicizing one’s name was common among 
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an angle, John 
Sherman says. 
‘You te always 
doing business. 
That's his 
nature. That's 


his culture.’ 
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Polish Americans back then—and he thrived at the school, win- 
ning 14 letters in baseball, football, basketball and track. In his 
senior year, he was voted most athletic, most popular—and 
runner-up for most conceited. 

“I loved it there,” he once told the Chicago Tribune. “It was 
one of the greatest things my father ever did for me. I wasn’t 
the alderman’s son anymore. | was on my own. | started even. 
It taught me responsibility and how to make my way on my 
own.” 

After graduation, he joined the Army and served a stint in 
prewar Korea. When he returned, he played minor league base- 
ball in Florida until his father summoned him back. “You'll never 
- be Babe Ruth,” Big Joe said. “Come 

home.” 

————t— Dutifully,- Danny_returned. Big Joe got 


night classes at Loyola, although he never 
got a degree. One night, he had a blind 


Verne Pirkins, who wore a dress in his 
‘favorite color, purple, and in 1951 they 
were married. 


as ward committeeman to squeeze out 
the incumbent state representative and 
run Danny for the legislature. The kid put 
the “-kowski” back on his name and won 
the election, becoming, at 25, the young- 
‘est member of the Illinois House. Two 
years later, the party bosses dumped an 
incumbent state senator and ran young 
Rostenkowski instead, and Danny became 
the youngest member of the Illinois Sen- 
ate.Obviously, Chicago politics wasn’t 
like St. John’s—he didn’t make his way on 
his own—but he did make good. By all 
- accounts smarter and smoother than his 
father, Danny was soon winning editorial 
endorsements from the same Sun-Times 
that vilified Big Joe. He was, the paper 
said, “a vigorous and able exponent of 
progressive legislation.” 
In the 1955 mayoral primary, Big Joe 
backed the party’s choice, Richard J. 
Daley, over a Polish American rival. 
Daley won big, but not big enough to car- 
ry Big Joe, who lost the aldermanic elec- 
tion in the heavily Polish 32nd Ward. Lat- 
er, Daley rewarded Big Joe for his loyalty by appointing him 
superintendent of sewer repairs, a job that, according to one 
alderman, required no work, Which left Big Joe plenty of time to 
be ward committeeman, a post he held for another five years 
before passing it on to his son, who kept it for 28 years. 

‘I’m going to rebuild with youth,” Big Joe told reporters. “I’m 
going to get young men and young women into the organization to 
give it life. And I’m going to build it around my son, the senator.” 


MAYOR DALEY’S MAN IN CONGRESS 


Boss Daley had a great gift for Dan Rostenkowski in 1958: a 
really good job, clerk of Superior Court. 

But Rostenkowski had another idea: He wanted to run for the 
seat of retiring Congressman Tom Gordon. 

Congressman? It was unthinkable! It wasn’t that the kid was 
setting his sights too high. Quite the contrary, he was setting 


him a job as an investigator for thé tity’s- ------ 
corporation counsel, and he took some 


date with a beautiful blonde named La- . 


Then, in 1952, Big Joé used his power 
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them too /ow. In those days, no ambitious young Chicago pol 
wanted to be a member of Congress. The real go-getters wanted 
to be a committeeman or an alderman or parks commisstoner-—— 
something that gave them a power base and some patronage jobs 
and a chance at the ultimate office, which was, of course, mayor of 
Chicago. Not to mention the chance to rake in all those gratuities 
from people who wanted a driveway permit or a stop sign in front 
of their house. Members of Congress, by contrast, were off in 
Washington, far from City Hall, where the action was. Back then, 
Congress was where the machine sent you to retire, a cushy job 
given to loyal old.coots who were over the hill. That’s why the 
average age of the Chicago congressional delegation was 72. 

It’s time to send young guys to Congress, Ros- 
tenkowski suggested to Daley. Then they can build up 
seniority and take ovér the powerful committees that 
decide where the bacon goes. That’s what the South- 
erners do, and it’s time to do the same. 

Daley was skeptical but he said okay, and in Jan- 
uary 1959, at the age of 31, Rostenkowski became 
the youngest man in the House of Representatives. 

He took LaVerne to Washington but she wasn’t 
impressed, Everybody was from somewhere else and 
there were no real neighborhoods, not like back 
home. She told her husband that she was staying in 
Chicago with the kids—they had four daughters—and 
if he wanted to work in Washington, he’d have to 
commute. 

He’s been commuting ever since, sleeping a couple 
of nights a week in a little apartment he calls “the 
junkyard,” 

In the old days, before House members got airfare 
allowances, he used to drive to Washington in a sta- 
tion wagon with a few other representatives. They’d 
leave about 10 on Monday night and arrive by noon 
Tuesday, in time for the first House session of the 
week. Then on Thursday afternoon, when the House 
recessed, they'd hop in the wagon and drive back. 
They’d get into Chicago early Friday morning and 
Rostenkowski would go brief Boss Daley on what was 
happening in Congress. 

In Chicago, Rosty worked hard on constituent ser- 
vices. Maybe too hard. In 1963, a local judge ordered 
him to stop paying constituents’ parking tickets with 
party funds. Rosty admitted that he spent as much as 
$1,400 a year on this particular service but he in- 
sisted that he wasn’t “fixing” tickets. “We don’t fix 
them. We pay the fines. Of course, we try to get them 
reduced to the minimum.” 

In Washington, Rosty quickly became known as 
“Mayor Daley’s man in Congress.” It was a slightly insulting 
title—who wants to be somebody else’s man?—but it did open a 
Jot of doors. In those days, Congress was run a lot like: the Chi- 
cago machine:-A few old men at the top called the shots and 
young members were expected to shut up and do as they were 
told. “You put in your time, you rose through the ranks and you 
didn’t rock the boat,” he recalls. - 

Rostenkowski followed those rules. He wasn’t a leader in the 
crafting of public policy, but he was very skillful at the inside 
politics of the House—the vote counting and vote trading and 
pork barreling. He also had a gift for impressing older, powerful 
men. Speaker John McCormack took a liking to the handsome 
young Polish kid, and so did Lyndon Johnson. Soon, Ros- 
tenkowski was moving up. In 1963, he was chosen as the 
House’s youngest assistant whip. The following year, Tom 
O’Brien, Chicago's man on Ways and Means, died at age 85 and 
Rostenkowski took his place. 
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PHOTOGRAPH BY DANIEL BORRIS 
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Ways and Means was an incredible coup for a 36-year-old 
with only five years’ seniority. It was the committee that met 
behind closed doors and decided who would have to pay taxes— 
and who wouldn’t. It was controlled by the legendary Wilbur 
Mills, a man who liked to bring the tax code home at night for a 
little light reading. Rostenkowski wasn’t that studious or that 
interested in taxes—far from it—but he was very excited about 
another of the committee’s functions: For Democrats, Ways and 
Means was the “committee on committees,” which meant that 
its 17 Democrats decided what committees all their colleagues 
would serve on, That meant enormous power—the ability to 
reward friends and punish enemies. 
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That power helped when Rostenkowski ran for chairman of 
the House Democratic Caucus in 1966. He won, and at the ten- 
der age of 38, he was in the House leadership. 


HE 1S THE WALRUS 


John Sherman was watching a nature show on TV when it sud- 
denly hit him: Dan Rostenkowski is a walrus. 

Sherman worked for Rosty for years before quitting to run a 
Virginia country inn, and when he saw a walrus cavorting on TV 
it reminded him of his beloved old boss. Up on the rocks, the 
walrus waddled around awkwardly, looking uncoordinated and 
out of place. But then it slid off the rocks and swam underwater, 
where it was as graceful as a hawk. 

“I think that’s very analogous to Rostenkowski,” ‘Sherman 
says. “He is not somebody who spends a lot of time in the higher 
social echelons. Because he’s not of continued on page 34 
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The diagnosis was Parkinson’s, a cruel disease for 


which no cure—and little treatntent—has been 


found. Then she heard about some new 
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WHEN I WAS 36, IN THE SUMMER OF 1979, AS | WAS DRIVING 
home from my job at a consulting firm ἴῃ Washington, 
I noticed my right hand was trembling a little. Later Ϊ 
became aware that I was holding my right arm clos- 
er to my body than usual, instead of letting it swing 


freely as I walked. I attributed it to the killer pace - 


By MARGIE TIVOL J/lustration by Scott Hunt 
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the blow-dried generation of politicians, 
he can seem a bit awkward in Washington 

. But when he has a political job to do, 
then he gets underwater, and he’s as 
graceful and powerful as anything I’ve 
ever seen. It’s something wonderful to 
watch. He is that walrus.” 

Rostenkowski is on the rocks when it 
comes to abstract political theorizing, but 
when it’s time to get a bill passed, he slips 
underwater and glides. “I like the floor 


action,” he said years ago. “You know, the- 


maneuvering, the counting heads, getting 
people tined up.” 

What he really loves to do 1s pass leg- 
islation. That sounds absurd: After all, 
passing legislation is a Jawmaker’s job. 
But many congressmen prefer posturing 
and crafting sound bites and appearing on 
TV. Rosty could care less about that 
stuff. What gets him excited ᾿ς grabbing a 
bill the way a fullback grabs a football, 
running it past all the obstacles and car- 
rying it over the goal line. He loves the 
game of it. And he loves to win. 

“He’s a politics guy versus a policy 
guy,” says one Ways and Means staffer. 
“He’s more interested in doing the deals 
than in what the deals contain. He’s a 
closer, that’s his skill... If the caucus 
said, we're going to pass a bill to go back 
on the. gold standard,-he wouldn't: say, 
‘Why?’ He'd say, ‘Okay.’ ” 

“He likes the process. He likes being in 
the middle of the give-and-take, dealing 
with the president and the speaker and 
the Senate,” says former representative 
Tony Coelho. “He knows gétting some- 
thing through'the House is only half the 
battle. The conference with the Senate is 


the-real-battle: So-you-put things in the © 


House bill that you know will be taken out 
in conference and you leave things out of 
the House bill that you know will be in the 
Senate bill. It's like a chess game—you 
outmaneuver your opponents—and that’s 
what he’s very, very good at.” 

“He loves to do the deals,” says ex-con- 
gressman Downey. “To him it was: ‘I’m 
giving you this, what are you giving me?’ 
So if I would say something hike, ‘Look, ! 
think we need to help these poor people.’ 
He'd say, ‘Fine, what are you going to 
give me?’ And I'd say, ‘No, no, this is not 
for me, this is for them.’ And he'd say, 
‘No, no, if you want this, this is for you,’ 

Ἢ I wanted to help these people, finé. 
He was prepared to help them too. What 
was I going to give him?” 

Rostenkowski has spent so long in the 
world of deal-cutting and horse-trading 
that he sometimes forgets that there’s 
more to life than swapping favors: 


“ΤΠ tell you a funny and revealing story. 


about this guy, who’s been in‘ward pol- 
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Ways alld 


Means determines 
who will pay taxes, 
and, consequently, 
people who dislike 
paying taxes 
frequently want to 
be friendly with 


the chairman. 


itics all his life, where friendships are es- 
sentially based on a kind of give-and- 
take,” says Sherman. “He had his appen- 
dix out and when he.got home I called 
him.” This was long after Sherman had 


‘left Rosty’s staff. “He answered the phone 


and 1 satd, ‘How are you?’ And there was 
sort of a pause and he said, ‘What do you 
want?’. . . That was his instinct..It wasn’t 
unfriendly. It was sort of natural. ‘So you 
called. What are we doing here?’ Well, we 
weren’t doing anything. I just» wanted to 
see how he was.’ 

Sherman laughs at the memory. With 
Rosty, he says, life‘is a series of deals. 
“There’s always.an angle. You’re-always 
doing business. That’s his nature. That’s 
his culture. I laughed about it with him.” 


ROSTY’'S REVENGE 
Dan Rostenkowski was a rising star in the 
House of Representatives until he -fol- 


lowed Lyndon Johnson’s orders at the. 


1968 Democratic National Convention in 


Chicago. It nearly ruined his career. 


Outside the convention hall, the Chi- 
cago police were bludgeoning anti-war 
demonstrators and dragging them into 
paddy wagons. Inside the hall, Sen. Abra- 
ham Ribicoff of Connecticut denounced 
“Gestapo tactics on the streets of Chica- 


go,” and an angry Mayor Daley Stood up. 


and screamed obscenities at him. 
Watching on television at his Texas 
ranch, President. Johnson got mad and 
called the convention hall. Dan Ros- 
tenkowski, working the phones back- 
stage, took the cal] and got an earful of 
LBJ’s wrath. Bellowing, Johnson told 
Rosty to get.rid of Carl Albert, the dimin- 


ΓΝ majority leader-who was 


chairing the convention; and restore or- 
der. “Get that SOB out of there!” Johnson 


"yelled. “Take the gavel away from him!” 


Rostenkowski did what he was told. 

Three years Jater, Albert, who had a 
long memory, became speaker of the 
House. When his new majority leader, 
Hale Boggs, recommended Rostenkowski 
for the job of whip, the third-ranking post 
in the House, Albert turned him down 
cold. No way would he give the job to the 
man who'd helped humiliate him. So Tip 
O'Neill became whip. Within six years, 
Albert had retired, Boggs had died and 
O’Neill was speaker. 

Nor was that the only setback Ros- 
tenkowski endured. Albert’s candidate, 
Olin “Tiger” Teague, unseated Rosty in 
the election for chairman of the Demo- 
cratic Caucus. The twin defeats left him 
devastated. “It destroyed me,” he told the 
Chicago Tribune years later. Ἵ just 
wanted to craw) in a hole and die. 1 had 
been on the crest of a wave and now I was 
drowning.” 

In the ’70s, Rostenkowskt was reeling. 
In 1972, the anti-war reformers who con- 
trolled the Democratic convention denied 
Rosty a seat as delegate. In 1974, Wilbur 
Mills, Rosty’s mentor: on Ways and 
Means, was found drunkenly cavorting 
with an Argentine Stripper at the Tidal 


‘Basin. And then; in 1975, the-House, 


egged on by a freshman class of post-Wa- 
tergate reformers, stripped Ways and 
Means of Rosty’s favorite function—its 
power. over committee assignments. Af- 


‘ter that, Rostenkowski, the former go- 


getter, started skipping committee meet- 
ings, and he soon earned a reputation-for 
laziness. 

“He was'in a rotten mood,” his aide Jim 
Healey later told a reporter. “He lost in- 
terest.” 

In those days, about the:only issues 
that’ could stir passion in Rostenkowski 


- were congressional pay raises, which he 


strongly supported, and limits on repre- 
sentatives’ outside earnings, which he 
strongly opposed. 

“I'm sick,” he grumbled after losing one 
fight for a pay raise. 

On the Ways and Means Committee, 
Rostenkowski often seemed, as one news- 
paper account put it, “half indifferent to tax 
questions.” But for one memorable mo- 
ment in 1976, that changed. Rosty was’ as- 
signed to the conference committee that 
was negotiating a tax bill with the Senate 
when he noticed that Abe Ribicoff was 
pushing a provision to benefit the insur- 
ance industry, which was powerful in his 
home state. This was the same Abe Rib- 
1coff who'd denounced Daley’s “Gestapo 
tactics” at the convention eight years ear- 
jer. The prospect of revenge roused 
Rosty from his torpor. He hit the books, 
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Spending hours mastering obscure detail 
“of tax law. When the provision came. up in 
conference, Rosty shot it down with a blast 
of erudition that nobody expected, 

“I went into the room,” he recalled with 
a big grin years later, “and just kicked the 
brams out of them.” 


HE HOGS ERE REALLY PEEDINS! 


Ronald Reagan’s 1980 landslide buried 
many House Democrats, but it did won- 
ders for Dan Rostenkowski. 

Swept away in the Republican on- 
slaught were John Brademas, the House 
majority whip, and Al Ullman, who had 
succeeded Wilbur Mills as chairman of 
Ways and Means. Rostenkowski was di- 
rectly in line for both jobs. He could take 
either one. The choice was his. 

Most of the pols and pundits figured 


he'd take the whip post. ‘It was the job Carl. 
Albert had denied him years earlier and it: 


would put him on a direct path to become 
speaker. Besides, a whip does exactly what 
Rosty was best at—vote-counting, arm- 
twisting, horse-trading. He was a natural 
for it. On the other hand, the chairmanship 
of Ways and Means is a more cerebral job. 
You've got to study the tax code, as Mills 
did, and master arcane legal and economic 
issues, Rosty's no scholar, the smart mon- 
ey said. He’s a.lazy Chicago machine pol. 
He'll go for whip. 


“The chairmanship offered ἣν terrific | 


risk of failure,” Sherman recalls, “but it 


also offered a. tremendous opportunity to 


mitigate the sort of burly, ethnic Daley 
machine image.” 

After a month of. waffling, Ros- 
tenkowski decided to take the challenge, 
to prove himself as a man of substance. “I 
made that decision,” he said a few months 
later, “because otherwise they'd havé 
thought, J was running away from becom- 
ing the student of tax law.” 

Immediately, the new chairman feed a 
very tough test—Reagan’s tax-cut plan. 
The president proposed a three-year 25 
percent tax cut, with most of the benefits 
going to affluent taxpayers. The idea was 
that the rich would get richer and invest 
more money, whtch would make the econ- 
omy grow. Republicans called it. “supply- 
side economics.” Rostenkowski called it 

“apple pie in the sky.” But he knew it was 
very popular. People love tax cuts. So 
Rosty crafted an alternative plana two- 
year 15 percent. tax cut With the benefits 


‘skewed a bit more toward moderate in- 


come taxpayers. 

“J want a tax bill-that can win;” he told 
his committee. “I don’t do anything-that I 
don’t fight to win.” 


Wilbur Mills had never lost a bill, and 
Danny wanted to emulate Mills,” Coelho 
recalls. “He wanted to be perceived-as 
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somebody you had to deal with, sokeody 
you couldn’t run over.” 

To attract the support of the boll wee- 
vils—conservative Southern Demo- 
crats—Rosty started adding sweeteners 
to his bill: a break for the oil business, a 
break for the sugar business, a break for 
the real estate business . . . It was Rosty 
in his horse-trading mode, but this time 
the Republicans just grinned and added 
bigger sweeteners to their bill. So Rosty 
added even bigger ones to ἀΐ bill. It was 
a bidding war, and soon both bills were 
loaded with literally-billions of dollars in 
~~ tax breaks for special interests.___ 


“The hogs were. really feeding,” Rea- 


gan aide David Stockman Jater said. 

A week before the July 1981 show- 
down, Rosty was talking tough. “We’ve 
been sparring and sparring and now the 
audience is starting to say, ‘You better 

start hitting each other. We came here to 
see a fight.’ ” He was confident enough to 
stake his reputation on the outcome. “I 
don’t know whether [’m a good chairman 
yet,” he said. “I’ll know next week.” 

The next week, Reagan’s bill won big. 

“They beat the heck out of me,” Rosty 
said recently. “But, you know, 1 learned.” 

At the time,, he was less philosophical. 
It was his first test.in his new job and he’d 
failed it. He felt awful, and he took it out 
on Kent Hance. 

Hance was a Texas boll weevil who'd 


“δά the audacity to sponsor the Reagan 


bill while sitting on Rosty’s-committee, 
and the chairman decided to torment him: 
First, Rosty took his committee on a jun- 
ket to China. Except for Hance. He 


wasn't invited. Then, when they got back 


to work, Hance found that the rollers 
were removed from his chair in the com- 
mittee room. He had an aide put them 
back on. The next day they were gone 
again. This went on for weeks. Later, the 
committee. took a bus trip to Baltimore. 
This time Rosty let Hance come along. 
Hance climbed on the bus and noticed 
that the front seats were labeled with the 
names of committee members, but 
Hance’s name wasn’t there. He stepped 


‘farther back on the bus and saw seats 
‘bearing the names of committee staffers, 


and his name wasn’t there, either. He 
kept moving back and finally found his 
name—on the seat next to the toilet. 

“He was sending ἃ. message,” says 
Hance, now back in Texas. “J understood 
that. P’'d'read stuff about that fellow Ca- 
pone. He was from Chicago too, so I didn’t 
mind the way Rostenkowski sent mes- 
sages. It could have been a lot worse.” 


THE KING OF HONORARIA 
When you’re the chairman of the Ways 


and Means Committee, people just love to 
give you money and other nice things. 
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The blind trust 


did very well, 
later earning Ros- 
tenkowski more 
than $50,000, 
~~ according:to- the —|- 


Sun-Times, on an 


investment of 
only $200. 


Ways and Means determines who will 
pay taxes, and, consequently, people who 
dislike paying taxes frequently want to be 


friendly with the chairman. They're only 


too eager to buy him fancy-dinners or fly 
him halfway around the world to play golf, 
or pay him big bucks to speak to them, 
or donate large sums to his campaign 


‘committee. 


It’s quite a temptation for any mortal. 
And Dan Rostenkowskt did not manage to 
resist it. Quite the contrary. With char- 
acteristic gusto, he grabbed the goodies 
with both hands. 

Although he had the safest of seats, 
Rosty raked in more than $2 million in 
donatrons to his campaign committee and 
his personal political action committee be- 
tween 1985 and 1991. Although he ts not 
an orator to rival Churchill, he regularly 
led his congressional colleagues in the col- 
lection of honoraria, which are the fees 
paid for speaking to special-interest 
groups. He was, in fact, the undisputed 
King of Honoraria. In 1984, he topped the 
list with $93,000, and he was still leading 
the league in 1990, the last year House 
members could keep honoraria, when he 
took in $310,000. Due to House rules, he 
could only keep about $27,000 per year. 
The rest had to go to charity. But he kept 
right on orating, perhaps because many of 
the speeches were delivered to groups 
convening in lovely locales with good golf 
courses. Raosty loves golf. Durning the win- 
ter, he can frequently be found golfing, on 
some lobbyist’s tab, in such warm places 
as Miami and Maui and Palm Springs and 
Palm Beach. 

Of course, none of these activities was 
illegal. And, as Rosty’s friends are eager to 


int out, nobody is buying the chairman’ 5. 
vote. No way. In fact, Rosty somhetimes” 
takes a perverse delight i in-accepting a 
campaign contribution and a free golf jun- 
ket from some group and then getting up 
and telling them that they’ve been too 
greedy and he’s going to close their fa- 
vorite tax loophole. In such circum- 


stances, he likes to pass on a bit of Chi- _ 


cago folk wisdom: “Pigs get fat,” he says, 
“but hogs get butchered.” 

Of course, Rosty has also been known 
to help those who help him. 

In 1984, in a late-night conference 
committee meeting, Rostenkowski in- 
__serted into a tax bill a provision that 


helped a few hundred-commodities-trad-—____. 


ers—most of them from Chicago-and 
many of them contributors to his cam- 
paign committee—in a dispute they were 
having with the IRS. The provision, called 
a “giveaway” by Sen. Howard Metzen- 
baum, was worth at least $300 million to 
the traders, according to Common Cause, 
the Washington watchdog group. 

In 1986, annuity brokers, upset that 
the Senate version of a tax bill had closed 
their favorite loophole, held a fund-raiser 
in Los: Angeles and collected $83,000 for 
Rosty’s personal PAC. When the chairman 
emerged from the subsequent House- 
Senate conference committeé, the loop- 
hole was safe. Newspapers cried foul, but 
Rosty’s spokesman said there was “no 
quid pro quo.” 

And then there's Presidential Towers, 
a 2,346-unit apartment,complex in Chi- 
cago. In 1980, according to the Chicago 
Sun-Times, Rostenkowski inserted into a 
tax bill a provision that permitted Pres- 
idential Towers to receive a $159 million 
federally insured mortgage without-meet- 
ing a federal requirement that 20 percent 
of the apartments be reserved for low-to- 
moderate-income residents. Two years 
later, he inserted into another bill a pro- 
vision that saved the project an estimated 
$7 millton in taxes. Rosty said he was just 
trying to help rebuild a blighted -part of 
Chicago, but the Sun-Times noted that 
one of the project’s developers was Daniel 
J. Shannon, Rosty’s close friend and for- 
mer partner in a real estate venture, who 
was then running the chairman’s blind 
trust investments. 

The blind trust did very well, later 
earning Rostenkowski more than 
$50,000, according to the Sun-Times, on 
an investment of only $200. Presidential 
Towers did less well, later defaulting on 
its $159 million federally insured .mort- 
gage, the largest default in the history of 
the Federal Housing Administration. 


POLITICS, CHICAGO-STYLE 


In 1983, a black man won the Chicago 
Democratic primary for mayor and a Ssiz- 


“able portion of the city’s Caucasian οὐ @ cr said only: “He supported Har- 


« ulation panicked. 

It happened because the old Democrat-. 
ic machine was divided: One faction sup- 
ported incumbent Mayor Jane Byrne 
while another backed Richie Daley, son of 
the legendary Boss, who died in 1976. 
With the white vote split, Harold Wash- 
ington, a black congressman running on 
an anti-machine platform, won a narrow 
plurality and became the official Demo- 
cratic nominee in a city that hadn’t 
elected a Republican mayor in more than 
50 years. This led many white ward com- 
mitteemen to do what they had previously 
considered unthinkable—endorse a Re- 
publican, Bernie Epton. “The people in 
my area just don’t want a black mayor,” 
said one defecting ward boss. “It’s as sim- 
ple as that.” 

Dan Rostenkowski, boss of the 32nd 
Ward, was not among those bolting the 


party, but his tepid endorsement of Wash- 


ington came late and lacked anything ap- 
proaching enthusiasm. Meanwhile, many 
Rostenkowski precinct workers were can- 
vassing the ward, urging voters to sup- 
port Epton. One of those voters was Luis 
Gutierrez, now a freshman in the House. 
Gutierrez, who supported Washington, 
got so angry that Democratic precinct 
workers were asking him to vote Repub- 
lican that he chased them down the 
Street, yelling to neighbors, “Don’t listen 
to them!” 

During the campaign, Gary Rivlin, then 
a reporter for a Chicago weekly, called 
the 32nd Ward office pretending to be a 
confused voter and asking for advice. He 
was urged to vote for Epton. Rivlin, au-. 
thor of Fire on the Prairie, a book on Chi- 
cago in the Washington era, blames Ros- 
tenkowski for the actions of his precinct 
workers. “If he had made it clear that 
they couldn’t work for Epton, they 
wouldn’t have worked for him,” he says. 
“These guys are cowering in their boots 
at the ward boss. He controls their jobs.” 

On the day before the election, one of 
Rostenkowski’s precinct captains pulled a 
gun on a Washington campaign worker 
named Sal Quinones. He threatened to kill 
Quinones, and pulled the tigger—twice. 
The gun didn’t fire, and the precinct cap- 
tain fled, according to a lawsuit filed 
by Quinones. Following a jury trial, Qui- 
nones won a civil judgment of more than 
$100,000. 

It was a time when the bitterly divided 
city desperately needed leadership, Rivlin 
says, and Rostenkowski failed to provide 
it. “To me, pretending to help his party’s 
own nominee while clandestinely working 
for the other side in an overtly racial fight 
is at least as scandalous as any charges of 
corruption.” 

Asked for comment on the actions of 
the precinct captains, Rostenkowski’s 


old Washington in 1983,” 

Angry at Rostenkowski, Gutierrez, 
then a social worker, decided to run 
against him for ward committeeman in 
1984. He thought he had a decent chance 
to win because he is Puerto Rican, as is a 
large segment of the ward. But he soon 
found that ethnic ties are no match for the 
Rostenkowski machine. 

“No Latino businessman would put my 
posters up. None,” he recalls. “I'd hit 
them with ethnic pride, and they'd look at 
me, fike, Are you crazy? Against Dan Ros- 
tenkowski? Who the hell are you? You'll 
be gone tomorrow and [}} get a call from 
his people the next day. No thanks.” 

Despite such talk, Gutierrez cam- 
patgned avidly, attacking Rosty as an evil 
Reaganite. As the campaign entered the 
final weeks, he could see no evidence of 
any Rostenkowski activity. Maybe Rosty 
was overconfident, he thought. Maybe he 
could be beaten. 

Late one Saturday night, after a long 
day of wooing voters, Gutierrez went to 
bed thinking he might actually win. 

The next morning, he stepped outside 
and saw that every house on his block— 
every single one except his!—had a big, 
bright blue-and-orange Rostenkowski 
sign in the window. 

And it wasn’t just his street. They 
were all over the ward. Rosty’s precinct 
captains had spent weeks quietly getting 
permission-to put up the signs and then, 
in a one-day blitz, they’d covered the 
ward, 

That night, as Gutierrez lay in bed and 
shut his eyes, all he could see were those 
damn blue-and-orange signs. 


FROM HACK TO HERO 


——_ -- me = 3a 


Just as he was about to go on nationwide 
television to deliver the Democrats’ re- 
sponse to President Reagan’s speech on tax 
reform, Dan Rostenkowski leaped out of his 
chair, yelling, “I’m not going to do tt!” 

The camera crew gasped. Then Rosty 
smiled and said he was only kidding. He 
sat back down and delivered the best 
speech of his life. 

“Working families file their tax forms 
with the nagging feeling that they’re the 
biggest suckers and chumps in the world,” 
he said. And they were right, he added, 
because the rich could move their money 
“from one tax shelter to another.” If Ron- 
ald Reagan really wanted to reform that 
system, Rosty said, he’d be glad to help. 
But it wouldn’t be easy, so he urged view- 
ers to send messages of support. “Even if 
you can’t spell Rostenkowski, put down 
what they used to call my father and 
grandfather—Rosty. Just address it to 
Rosty, Washington, D.C. The Post, Office 
will get it to me.” 


ΟΦ was dead serious that 
night in May 1985. He was truly deter- 
mined to reform the tax code. As he knew 
better than almost anybody, the code was 
riddled with loopholes. He’d helped put a 
lot of them in there. The 1981 tax bill— 
created in the infamous bidding war be- 
tween Rosty and Reagan—contained the 
largest collection of tax breaks for busi- 
ness in history. As a result, 128 large, 
profitable corporations, such household 
names as GE, Dow, Boeing and Lock- 
heed, paid no federal taxes for at least 
one year in the early 80s. In 1983 alone, 
30,000 individuals earning more than 
$250,000 paid less than 5 percent of their 
income in taxes. Meanwhile, the middle 
class got stuck with the bill. Rosty saw 
the pay stubs of his daughters, who were 
airline flight attendants, and he was 
shocked at how much was withheld in 
taxes. It just wasn’t fair. 

But fairness wasn’t the only reason 
why Rostenkowski was 50 eager to pass a 
tax reform bill. He had a personal agenda 
too. After humiliating defeats on tax bills 
in 1981 and 1982, he was determined to 
prove himself a chairman who could get 
things done. And, as he told reporters 
over and over, he wanted to show that he 
was not just a hack pol from Chicago: “A 
lot of people assume that because I’m 
from the big city and from quote unquote 
a machine operation, that all I want to do 
is play politics. I want to be a patriot too.” 

He'd picked a tough way to prove him- 
self. Every loophole in the tax law had 
Its own constituency, its own lobby, its 
own claque of congressmen. But Rosty 
was obsessed. For the next 18 months, 
the man once dismissed as lazy worked 
tirelessly for tax reform. He held months 
of public hearings. He took his committee 
on retreats with economists. He held 
committee meetings on weekends. He 
twisted arms, he cut deals, he formed 
coalitions, he cajoled, he reasoned, he 
begged, he threatened. He used every 
trick he’d learned in a quarter-century of 
inside politicking to get a tax reform bill 
through the Ways and Means Committee. 
“He played the committee like Yehudi 
Menuhin plays the Stradivarius,” said 
Henson Moore, ἃ Louisiana Republican on 
Ways and Means. “It was a virtuoso per- 
formance.” 

Then, when it came time to get the bill 
through the House, Rosty used another 
weapon: his power to bestow—or with- 
hold—*“transition rules.” These are little 
amendments put into the bill, supposedly 
to aid a struggling business’s transition 
from the old tax law to the new one. In 
reality, they are special favors granted to 
favored constituents of the representa- 
tives who support the bill. Rosty played 
these too, like a maestro, 

One Saturday afternoon, recalls Ray 
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McGrath—who was then a ee λ, 
from New York and one of the few Re- 
publicans on Ways and Means supporting 
Rosty’s bill—the chairman called him at 
home. “Look, we have some water pro- 
jects in New York state that are looking 
for transition rules,” Rosty said. He rat- 
tled them off. They were all'in Republican 
districts. “Should I put them in?” 

“Sure,” McGrath replied. 

“I think you should call these guys,” 
Rosty said. If these representatives 
wanted transition rules, they'd. have to 

vote for the bill. 
~~ ~SorMcGrath- phoned his Republican 
colleagues. “The chairman just called"to τ 
tell me he wants to include this in the 
transition section of the bill,” he’d say. 
“And he wants to know how you’re gonna 
vote on the bill.” 

The replies were agonized. “Oh, Christ; 
he’s not going to make me do that!” 

“Yes, he is,” McGrath said. 

‘In the end, there: were more than 600 
.transition rules worth $10 billion in the 
tax reform bill, which was a new record. 
It was ironic to find hundreds of tiny loop- 
holes in a bill designed to close loopholes, 
but Rosty didn’t mind. “Danny” 8 perspec- 
tive,” recalls Downey, “was that’ you had 
to buy people off to vote for this thing.” 

_ Finally, after all the wheeling and deal- 
ing, the bill passed the House and then 
the Senate and was signed by President 
Reagan in 1986. It was far from per- 
fect—it did nothing to reduce the deficit, 
for instance—but.it was easily the most 
sweeping tax overhaul since’ World War 
IH. It closed a multitude of loopholes, 


ended the ability ‘of. profit-making com- 


panies to avoid taxes, shifted a large por- 
tion of the tax burden from individuals to 
corporations, reduced the number of tax 
brackets, cut the top tax rate from 50 
percent to.28 percent, and removed more 
than 4 million low-income workers from 
the tax rolls. 

“The 1986 tax law was the best thing 
that happened to the tax code structur- 
_ ally,” says Robert McIntyre, head of Cit- 
izens for Tax Justice, the Jabor-backed 
group that had blown the whistle on those 
128 corporations that had escaped taxes 
in the ’80s. “Rostenkowski is a hero.” 

Of course; the bill was not universally 
popular, particularly the tax cut for up- 
per-income individuals. “Tax cuts were 
given to the high rollers of this country,” 
says Andy Jacobs, who voted against the 
bill. “It was another tax shift from the 
high rollers to the low rollers—to the 
middle-income people.” 

Overall, though, reviews were good, 
and héadlines heralded a new Rosty: 
“Rostenkowski becomes a star on tax re- 
form,” said the Chicago Tribune. “Tax 
Vote Overhauls Rostenkowski’s Image,” 
said The Washington Post. A cartoon in 
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Rosty raised 


$768,000 for the 
Ways and Means 
‘Committee gala. 
‘Who doesn't. 


want to be on my 


good side?’ the 


chairman joked. 
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the Chicago Sun-Times showed Rosty ina 
rocking chair patching the loopholes in 


the flag. The caption read: “Betsy Ross- 


tenkowski.” 

Rosty loved it. He reveled in his rise 
from hack to hero. “I wanted to prove to 
the rest of the House,” he said, “that may- 
be Wilbur Mills was a great chairman of 
the Ways and Means Committee, but if 
you take on the Big One and you can ac- 
complish it, you’re the chairman.” 


INCUMBENCY INCARNATE 


In 1989, Dan Rostenkowski stood up in 
public and spoke the unspeakable: “I want 
to announce that I’m for the pay raise.” 


Incredible! This was shortly after a 


presidential commission recommended 
raising congressional pay from $89,500 
to $135,000, and the taxpayers re- 
sponded with roars of protest. After that, 
you couldn’t find a pol who wanted a 
raise. They were falling all over each oth- 
er to Say that they didn’t deserve it, they 
didn’t want it and they wouldn’t accept it. 
It was a display. of hypocrisy that dis- 
gusted Rosty. 

So he did what he seldom does: He in- 
troduced a bill he knew would fail, just to 
make a point. It advocated allowing mem- 
bers of Congress to select any salary be- 
tween $89,500 and $135,000. ’ 

“I would personally sign in at the high- 
est end of the scale,” he said. “If the peo- 
ple of the Eighth Congressional District of 
Illinois conclude that having the chairman 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, in 
his 30th year of experience... , 1s not 
worth top dollar to them, then they will 
be free to make that clear in the next 


as CQ ection. In the following Congress; they 


would have the opportunity to address ἡ 
their grievances to a freshman member 
with a minor committee assignment and 
relatively limited means of getting the job 
done. On the other hand, he or she would 
come at the bargain rate,” 

Rosty was riding high in those days. He 
was the domineering leader of the most 
powerful committee in Congress. He'd 
helped to pass a major tax bill, ἃ welfare 
bill, a trade bill and a bill that saved Social 
Security from insolvency. A poll of 400 
congressional staffers had named him the 
“most effective legislator in Congress.” 
He’d given more than a million dollars in 


*“~Honoraria-to-various. charities. He’d lec- 


tured at Harvard. He was a regular on 
TV—and not on lowbrow slugfests like 
“The McLaughlin Group” but on “Mac- 
Neil-Lehrer.” The guy from the 32nd 
Ward.was a PBS savant! 

So Rosty decided to throw a party. It 
was a celebration of the bicentennial of 
the Ways and Means Committee, al- 
though a lot of people said (behind his 
back) that it was really a celebration of 
Dan Rostenkowski. 

Rosty had great plans for the Ways and 
Means gala. This wasn’t going to be one 
of those parties where everybody brings 
a six-pack and the host sets out some 
chips and dip. No way. This was going to 
be a high-tone affair worthy of his august 
committee. 

Such parties don’t come cheap. So Dan 
Rostenkowski did one of the things he 
does best: He got.on the phone and asked 
big corporations to donate money. 

And they ponied up more than 
$768,000. 

“Who doesn’t want to be on’ my good 
side?” Rosty joked. 

“Everybody wants to be on the good 
side of the chairman of-this particular 
committee,” said Larry Armour, spokes- 
man for American Express, one of the 
corporate donors. 

You can ΠΥ ἃ fot of party for 
$768,000, and Rosty did. There was a 
Junch and a cocktail reception and a for- 
mal dinner. There were party favors— 
gold cuff links and stickpins and hardcov- 
er copies of a specially commissioned 
526-page illustrated history of the com- 
mittee. And after dinner, there was a pre- 
view of a specially commissioned 
$500,000 documentary on the commit- 
tee—a film that showed, among other 
things, Wilbur Mills gushing about what a 
“fine fellow’ Dan Rostenkowskt1 is. 

The party was big fun for Rosty, but 
the rest of the Bush years were not. It 
was an era οἱ gridlock and frustration. 
Rosty was promoting his “Rostenkowski 
challenge”~-a plan to balance the budget 
by freezing spending and raising income 
taxes on the wealthy and excise taxes on 


“gas,’tobacco and booze—but Bush Φ᾽ Rosty’s vocabulary. The chairman was 


promised “no new taxes” and so the plan 
died. 

By 1991, Rosty was confiding to 
friends that he was seriously considering 
retirement. He was 63 and getting tired. 
A lot of his old pals in Congress were 
gone, replaced by the new breed of blow- 
dried pols that Rosty loved to grumble 
about. And Bush seemed like a shoo-in for 
reelection, which promised more grid- 
lock. The job, he said, just wasn’t that 
much fun anymore. 

And there was one other factor: If he 
got out, he could, under House rules, 
keep his accumulated campaign contri- 
butions. Jf he stayed in beyond 1993, he 
could not. The sum in question was more 
than $1 million. 

That factor turned out to be the decid- 
ing one, but not the way his critics had 
predicted. “I think he ran again,” says his 
old friend Tom Lyons, chairman of the 
Cook County Democratic Party, “because 
he didn’t want people to say he took the 
million dollars.” 

He said as much himself: He wanted to 
go down in history as the guy who re- 
formed the tax law, not as the guy who 
quit Congress for a million bucks. 

So he tossed away a million-dollar 
bankroll and entered what he knew would 
be the toughest race of his life. His dis- 
trict, which had been redrawn after the 
1990 census, was two-thirds new, and it 
now included a slice of the lake front, 
home of white-collar liberals who were 
not his natural constituency, His opponent 
in the Democratic primary was a lake- 
front liberal named Dick Simpson, a po- 
litical science professor and former alder- 
man, who was bashing Rosty as incum- 
bency incarnate, the honoraria-grabbing 
king of “back-room deals and payoffs.” 

So Rosty did something he’d never 
done before: He hired a political consul- 
tant. The consultant, David Axelrod, de- 
signed a series of radio ads that ran for 
eight weeks, highlighting how much fed- 
eral pork Rosty had brought back to Chi- 
cago over the years. Rostenkowsi also did 
something else he hadn’t done in years: 
He actually campaigned, attending com- 
munity meetings and shaking hands at 
shopping centers. It worked. He didn’t 
collect his usual 70 percent of the vote, 
but he beat Simpson, 57 percent to 43 
percent, 

In November, he trounced his Repub- 
lican opponent, a political neophyte 
named Elias Zenkich, whose novel cam- 
paign strategy was to Jegally change his 
middle name to “Non-Incumbent.” 

Rosty was thrilled at the prospect of 
working with Bill Clinton, the first Dem- 
ocratic president in 12 years. “I love this 
guy,” he told Downey. “He just wants to 
gel tt done.” Which is the highest praise in 


particularly excited about helping Clinton 
pass a health reform bill. That would be 
“a tremendous trophy to hang on the wall 
of a so-called machine city politician,” 
he said, “the crowning glory of a success 
story.” 

But that shot at glory might never 
come. By the time he was swom in for his 
18th term in Congress Jast January, Ros- 
tenkowski was knee-deep in scandal. 


CONGRESSMAN A 


The scandal crept up slowly on Dan Ros- 
tenkowski. 

The first inkling came in the spring of 
1992, when a grand jury investigating the 
troubled House Post Office issued sub- 
poenas for six years of Rostenkowski’s 
office expense records—“including, but 
not limited to, vouchers for postal 
Sstamps’—as well as similar records from 
two Pennsylvania Democrats, Joe Kolter 
and Austin Murphy. “I will be happy to 
cooperate,” Rostenkowski said in a writ- 
ten statement. “J am interested in learn- 
ing what this is all about.” 

A few weeks later, he learned: Grand 
jury sources told reporters that James C. 
Smith, a supervisor at the House Post 
Office, had testified, under a grant of im- 
munity, that Rostenkowski had skimmed 
about $20,000 in transactions disguised 
as official stamp purchases. Rosty termed 
the charge “totally untrue.” 

Two months later, Rostenkowski, Kol- 
ter and Murphy refused to appear before 
the grand jury, citing their Fifth Amend- 
ment rights against self-incrimination. 
But the grand jury kept working, subpoe- 
naing more than a dozen Rostenkowski 
aides in Chicago and Washington—some 
of them several times—as well as the 
chairman's daughters, and the records of 
his reelection committee. Rosty called the 
probe a “fishing expedition.” 

In December 1992, the Chicago Sun- 
Times ran a huge front-page headline: 


“Rosty’s Phantom Office.” The story re- 


vealed: that Rostenkowski’s campaign 
committee paid him $1,250 a month— 
more than $73,000 since 1986—to rent 
office space in a building owned by Rosty 
and his sister. The storefront office, lo- 
cated in a building that abuts Rosty’s 
house, had no phone and no sign, and ap- 
peared to be “httle more than a mail 
drop.” Rosty’s sister, Gladys, who lives 
above the office, told the Sun-Times 
that :t had been vacant for years but 
Rosty said it was a “normal office” used to 
store campaign matertals. Asked who 
staffed the office, he replied: “I am the 
staff.” 

A month later, the Sun-Times revealed 
that Rostenkowski had used more than 
$68,000 in taxpayers’ money to lease 
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three cars that later became his ne) 


| ΠΝ 
ΘΙ me,” Rostenkowski interrupted. 
property. After that, the grand jury sub- 


“They say you're corrupt, you’re.out of « 


poenaéd the congressman’s car records, 


Pressure was intensifying. Common , 


Cause asked the House ethics committee 
to investigate Rostenkowski, A New York 
Times editorial seconded that notion and 
urged House Democrats to “call on Mr. 
Rostenkowski to step asidé as chairman.” 
Worse, a Chicago Tribune editorial hit 
Rosty right in his pride: “The boss of all 
bosses operates like a shifty-eyed pre- 
cinct captain.on the make . .. These are 
activities one would expect of a small- 


~~” time’ ward-heeler,- not a. figure of such 


influence and stature.” 

Rosty took these blows and soldiered 
on, helping to shepherd Bill Clinton’s def- 
icit reduction package through a reJuctant 
House. 

Then, in July, he was hit with worse 
news: Robert Rota, former House post- 
master, pleaded guilty to two counts of 
embezzlement and one count of conspir- 
acy In connection with an alleged scheme 
to help two House members convert con- 
gresstonal expense money into cash. The 
members were identified in legal docu- 
ments only as “Congressman A” and 
“Congressman B,” but. they were easily 
identifiable as Rostenkowski and Kolter, 
respectively. Rota—who had‘twice pre- 
viously testified that no such scheme ex- 
isted—now claimed that between 1985 
and 1991, he had given Rosty $21,300 in 
cash in return for expense vouchers for 
postage stamps. 

According to the indictment, Rota ex- 
plained the scheme to the newly pro- 
moted Smith “on or about” July 26, 
1989—which was two days after Rosty’s 
gala Ways and Means party: “Congress- 
man A took care of them, so they had to 
take care of Congressman A in return.” It 
almost sounded like Paddy Bauler. 

A couple of days after Rota’s plea, 
Smith talked to the Sun-Times about 
Rosty: “He is a larger than life figure, like 
some Shakespearean figure, a noble man 
with a tragic flaw. It’s not like this is an 
evil man we’re dealing with here. He 
gives thousands of dollars to charities. 
He’s a good congressman. He just has 
some human frailties.” 

The next day Rosty called a press con- 
ference in the Ways and Means Commit- 
tee room, the scene of so many of his tri- 
umphs, and read a brief statement: “I 
want to make it absolutely clear that ] 
have committed no crime and have en- 
gaged in no illegal or unethical conduct.” 
He seemed shaky and he sounded winded, 
He took no questions, citing his attorneys’ 
advice. 

Those attorneys were costing him a lot 
of money—more than $350,000 for his 
own legal bills and those of his subpoe- 
naed staffers. For a year, he paid those 
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Rostenkowshi 


and Downey sat 


in the car awhile. 
Then, out of the 
___blue, Rosty said: 


‘Jesus, Lom, this 
is awful. It’s 


killing me.’ 


bills out of his campaign coffers. Then, in 
late August, he set up a legal defense fund 
and began soliciting contributions from 
sympathetic individuals, corporations and 
unions. It was yet another way, critics 
chided, for special interests to do a favor 
for the chairman. 

For the next two.months, as Rosty 
waited to see if he’d be indicted, his many 
friends defended his integrity, worried 
about him, took him out to dinner, tried to 
cheer him up. “He talks about his stomach 
being hamburger,” says Downey. “It’s 
gotten him down. How could it not? Thir- 
ty-five years in Congress and his legacy 
will only be that he chiseled on. some 
stamps?” 

“The last time I saw him,” says Ray 
McGrath, “I looked him in the eye and 
said, ‘How are you doing?’ and he said, 
‘How the [expletive] you ‘think I’m 
doing?’ ” 

-Rostenkowsli doesn’t talk much about 
his feelings, but every once in a while 
they slip out. One night, after they 
watched the movie “In the Line-of Fire,” 
Downey drove the chairman back to that 
little apartment he stays in when he’s in 
Washington. They sat in the car awhile, 
talking about how the city had changed, 
about buildings that had come and gone 
during their years here. Then, out of the 
blue, Rosty said: “Jesus, Tom, this is aw- 
ful. It’s killing me.” 


‘WHAT ARE THEY GOING TO SAY 
ABOUT DANNY ROSTENKOWSKI?! 
(ae meal” 


“I’ve been talking to your friends and your 
adversaries—” 
“Tell me what my adversaries are say- 


touch with your district, you won't win 
again.” 

“I’m out of touch with my district? That 
[ticks] me off,” he said in his famously 
gruff voice. “Because I’m trying to lead, 
and I’m not trying to cater to the special 
interests, because I[ try to-put packages 
together that ultimately will help people 
over the long haul, they think I’m out of 
touch. That really makes me mad.” 

He was sitting in one of his offices in 
the Capitol, a tiny alcove with room for 
just a blue divan and a couple of chairs. 
He wore a red-and-white striped shirt, a 
~~ blue tiey gray slacks-and-brown. loafers. 
A yellow pencii stuck out of his right 
shoe, which rested on his left knee. He 
was perched on a white chair that was set 
into a recessed window so that the royal 
blue curtains hung at his side, almost as if 
he were on a throne. He’d agreed to 
talk—for just half.an hour or. so--with a. 
reporter who'd been interviewing his 
friends and adversaries‘ for weeks. But 
there was one ground rule: no questions 
about the stamps scandal, And now, be- 
fore a single question was asked, he’d 
launched into a monologue on his political 
phifosophy. 

“If there’s an emphasis, it’s getting as 
much done as possible,” he said. “I’ve al- 
ways felt that way. I’ll do 60 percent and 
let the other 40 percent go for another 
day. But I'll get something done. I don’t 
like to sacrifice the possible in pursuit of 
the perfect.” | 

He crossed his legs, took the pencil 
from his shoe, tapped it on his lips, used it 
to prod his huge, creased face. Soon he 
was off on a spirited defense of pork- 
barreling. “I’m not ashamed of doing 
that,” he said. “If somebody on Public 
Works wants to get money for paving a 
highway in Texas, why shouldn’t I try to 
get money for paving a highway in the 
State of IIlinois?”_ 

_ Then he launched into colorful tales of 
Dick Daley and Sam Rayburm and Lyndon 
Johnson. When Rosty describes Johnson, 
he sounds like other people describing 
Rostenkowski: “He wasn’t the most per- 
sonable guy or the most-Itkable guy, 
but boy, he knew how to move this build- 
ing. It was: ‘Lyndon’s done a few things 
for you, now it’s your turn to do a few 
things for Lyndon.’ I enjoyed Lyndon 
Johnson.” | 

“What about Wilbur Mills? What did 
you Jearn from him?” 

“I learned that you gotta be patient. 1 
learned that—well, times are so different 
now. When Wilbur Mills wrote a health 
bill, it took him four years. I gotta do it in 
three weeks. Everything is pushed 
against a crisis these days.” 

A bell rang indicating a vote in the 
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House ἀπά Rosty’s aide said, “Te an 
minutes.” 


“I’ve been chairman of this committee 
for—what?—13 years. Wilbur Mills was 
chair for about 16 or 18 years. I’l! put my 


record of accomplishment, of legislative’: 


gain, against his record and any other 
chairman’s record.” 

“What is your. biggest accomplish- 
ment?” 

“Oh, the ’86 tax reform act, no ques- 
tlon about it,” he said. He mentioned oth- 
er bills—welfare, trade, Social Securi- 
ty—but kept returning to the tax bill. 
“Tax reform was kind of a throwaway 
until ] got serious about it. And I'll tell 
you the truth, if I’d have known how com- 
plicated, and how much of my.life I was 
going to spend on it, I don’t think I would 
have done it.” 

“Why did you do it?” 

“Because that was going to establish if 
J was chairman of the committee. or not,” 
he said, his voice booming. “Don’t forget, 
my first year and a half with Ronald Rea- 
gan was devastating.” 

Another bell rang and the aide said, 
“Five minutes.” 

: T really didn’t think I was going to stay 
around here as long as I did,” he said. “I 
figured I’d.put in maybe five or seven or 
eight years as chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee and get out. Go into 
business.” 

“Why didn’t you?” 

“I don’t know.” He voice softened al- 
most to ἃ whisper. “I made a big mistake.” 

“Why was it a mistake?” 

“Well, 1 don’t know.” He laughed. “I got 
all kinds of problems now.” 

“With those problems hanging over 
your head, is it less fun?” 


“Yeah, it’s less fun. It’s something I 


gotta be concerned with.” 

He talked about how he watches people 
recognize him in public places and then 
quickly avert their eyes. He wonders if 
they’re thinking about the stamps scan- 
dal. “You just become more aware of 
yourself when you've got this cloud. And 
you interpret things differently .. . 

“I don’t worry about health care as the 
last thing I do when I go to bed these 
days,” he said. “I don’t worry about 
NAFTA as the last thing I do when I go to 
bed. I think of, first of al], my image in the 
future: What are they going to say about 
Danny Rostenkowsk? .. . It preys on me, 
but the fact of the matter 1s: I gotta get 
some things done.” 

Another bell rang and the aide said, 
“One minute.” 

“I gotta get some things done and [’m 
just tunnel vision on trying to leave a good 
record.” 

Then he stood up, shook hands and 
Jumbered off to the House chamber to 
vote. αὶ 
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was sent around to meet the various peo- 
ple who were working on the project. 
These were people I would get to know 
pretty well, 1 Jearned that the transplant 
research was supported by many groups 
and individuals at Yale. 


| PARKINSON'S 
continued from page 19 


| There were psychiatric tests and in- 


terviews and physical historjes and ex- 

ams. The old neuro tests, I called them. 

I had done them a thousand times be- 

fore—finger to nose, finger to nose. My 

memory was tested, as were my reason- 
.—-Jng powers, my physical ‘strength, .hand- 
eye coordination (how I hated that stupid 
computer with that nasty little mouse ] 
never did get to work for me). They test- 
ed my verbal ability and my emotional 
stability. My favorite part was being 
asked if I ever heard voices in my head or 
had hatlucinations—I told the doctor no, 
unless you count those telling me to lead 
the armies of France into battle. Luckily 
for me, the psychiatrist had a sense of 
humor, 

I thoroughly enjoyed talking about my- 
self, but found myself dreading the big- 
gest test of all—at least to my way of 
thinking—the drug: holiday. While it 
sounds like a good time on a tropical ts- 
Jand somewhere, it is really a horrible 
experience. It requires one to stop ‘taking 
any drugs at all for a specific length of 
time. In my case that was 48 hours with- 
out Sinemet, a drug that contains L-dopa. 
This allows the doctors to see how far the 
disease has progressed. It is no fun. In the 
past, at Walter Reed, NIH and elsewhere, 
I had tried to hold out for the entire time 
required, but was unable to do so despite 
my best efforts. The combination of con- 
stant shaking, as though you are in an 
aerobics class from hell, and the pain from 
sore and cramping muscles was always 
toomuch forme. __ 

For me, the drug holiday meant very 
severe tremors in my legs and arms, fol- 
lowed by muscle rigidity. Then 1 would be 
like stone, unable to move except very, 
very slowly. 

Periodically, the staff would videotape 
my progress during the drug holiday. 
To protect my privacy, I was dressed 
in surgical scrubs and my face was not 
shown. 

In spite of much pain and exhaustion, I 
lasted the whole time. I was amazed! Ev- 
eryone was amazed! The only explanation 
I have is that Ed was allowed to be with 
me the whole time. He knows me so well 
that he can offer the right words (and 
funny comments) that I need. He has al- 
ways been there for me. 

At the conclusion of the drug holiday, I 
met Dennis Spencer, who headed the 
neurosurgical team. [ liked him immedi- 
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ately. I told him the next drug holiday 
took would be in the Cayman Islands. He 
asked if | wanted my persona! neurosur- 
geon to come along. 

All the testing was over. I was ready. 
All I needed now was the operation. 


THE SURGERY REQUIRED COORDINATING 
the schedules of all the participants. With 
all the departments involved and the 
strict adherence to a full set of safeguards 
regarding the patient and the acquisition 
of the fetal material, scheduling was a 
complex task. I had been placed in the 
group that was to undergo surgery im- 
___mediately. The other. group, the control 
group, would also receive the implants, 
but after a further year’s worth of data 
gathering. Placement into one or the oth- 
er group was purely random, but I was 
happy that I wouldn’t have fo wait anoth- 
er year, 


For many years 
1 have felt like 
a disease with a 


woman attached. 
Now I feel like a 


woman with 


4 disease. 


The most fearsome part of the oper- 
ation (as far as I was concerned) was the 
head shaving. My whole head was to be 
shaved, and I was not looking forward to 
it. I know that it is “in” in some circles to 
shave your head these days, but a 48- 
year-old woman? I was convinced I would 
either look like Elmer Fudd or a Nazi col- 
laborator. Though shopping excursions 
were tiring, my friend Sue and J went 
hunting for scarves to cover my head, and 
Ed and I bought a wig that was so like my. 
own hair that most people didn’t even 
notice. It looked better than the results | 
usually got from trying to make my hair 
do what 1 wanted. 

Even though |} was pretty well con- 
vincéed that the operation would not 
change my life (at least not right away) 
and fried not to think about its success or 
failure (actually, I didn’t think about 1¢ 
failing—I thought it would work, the only 
question was how much and how soon), I 
was more than ready to get on with it. 


he date was set and then changed’ toa 
later date because of schedule conflicts. 
Disappointed at first, I was ready when 
the call came with my firm date—Novem- 
ber 1, 1991, : 

Once again we drove north to New 
Haven, knowing that on our return 
trip home things would be changed for Ed 
and me. 


I CHECKED INTO THE HOSPITAL AND 
went through further tests to be sure 
that everything was ready and in good 
shape to get on with the transplant. Anita 
Farhi had told us earlier that we could 
__ bring our own music to play during the : 
surgery, and Ed had put together two 
tapes containing some of my favorites, 
a mixture of classical, Paul Simon and 
the '60s. - 

I remember very little about the op- 
eration. I do remember lying on the gur- 
ney outside the operating room waiting 
for the procedure to start. Allen Gerber, 
a member of the neurological team, came 
out and tried to engage in small talk so | 
wouldn’t be nervous. It worked to some 
extent. I don’t think J was nervous as 
much as excited. Anyway, I am always 
happy to talk; it’s actually one of my fa- 
vorite things to do. 

Knowing how worried I was about hav- 
ing my head shaved, Dr. Spencer shaved 
my head himself. There was an awkward 
minute when the shears pulled at my hair, 
making me flinch. Apparently when ἰ had 
washed my hair the day before, { had not 
gotten all the EKG glop out of my hair. 
After rinsing out the shear-resistant glop, 
he finished the job. Then, under mild se- 
dation, I was moving in and out of con- 
sciousness, aware of having my head at- 
tached to a frame and collar to hold me in 
place, hearing Dr. Spencer ask me ques- 
tions about how I was feeling and how | 
was doing. The Mamas and the Papas 
were singing in the background about 
California dreaming and someone was 
holding my hand. I never felt alone or 
even concerned, while Anita, my hand 
holder, was talking to me. 

The operation lasted six hours. When I 
was aware that it was over, and Dr. Spen- 
cer was asking how 1 felt and telling me 
how well it had gone, I was profoundly 
glad and relieved and hopeful for the fu- 
ture. But more than anything—and this.1s 
pretty embarrassing—I needed to empty 
my bladder of the fluids that had been 
dripping into my veins all day. Exit Dr. 
Spencer and crew and enter someone 
with a bedpan. When that was accom- 
plished they came back in and stood 
around me, and I felt great. They asked 
me if there was anything I wanted, and [ 
told them the only thing I really wanted 
was a hug from Ed. They asked if it had to 
be from Ed; they would be happy to give 
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Rostenkowski 
Staff Payroll: | 
Is Scrutinizect 
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For Little or No Work, 
Chicago Paper Says 
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CHICAGO, Dec. 19—Rep. Dan 
Rostenkowski (D-H.) paid numer- 
ous Chicago friends and neighbors’ 
federal salaries even though many 
did little or no ‘work for the con- 
gressman, according to a report 
published today in a Chicago news 
paper. 

In its story, the Chicago Suit 
Times named several people, con- 
nected either politically or person- 
ally to the longtime chairman of the. 
House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee, who were paid tens of thoy- 
sands of dollars. The report said the 
payroll included double-dipping city 
workers and employees who did not 
show up for work on _ Ros- 
tenkowski’s staff, ν᾿ 
The newspaper said 40 current 
and former Rostenkowski employees 
it contacted over several months 
confirmed they had been subpoenaed 
by a Washington grand jury looking’ 
into Rostenkowski’s finances. _. < 
‘Rostenkowski also has been in- 
vestigated about his dealings with 
the House Post Office amid allega- 
tions the 18-term congressman τὰς 
| ceived up to $21,300 in cash by 
| - exchanging free stamps. Questions 

also have arisen about leases on 
automobiles and campaign offi ices” 
that Rostenkowski owned but used, 
federal money to rent. 4 
Rostenkowski repeatedly has dae’ 


Friends Got Salaries. Ὁ | 


nied .any -wrongdoing,_.and_ mo? 


ents have been brought against. 


4 


ΠΕ 


ἘΠ Τὸ 
wo pre 
seas at y Recor as 


ie : 
" 
mate Shs τ ἐρὶ 
εἶς ΠΣ ἢ en 
oe ON Sabet a ORY oid Cte tH 


ee it 


Myerassiir enki. “yaa” 


{Indicate page, name of 
newspapers, city and state.) 


Dae: V2/20/AG 


*——TRostenkowski’s attorney, Rob- 
‘. ert Bennett; ‘told: The Washington ‘ 
' Post Sunday that “because of the s 
current status of the (federal grand § ‘ 
jury) i inquiry, it would not be appro. ' 
priate to respond to press allega: - 
tions. Should it become necessary, 
we will submit appropriate re-. 
sponses to the United States air 
ney’s Office.”] 
_. James Nedza, the son of a ede 
Illinois’ state. representative, res! 
ceived $48,000 between 1983 and: 
1986 as a part-time employee, thé’ 
newspaper said. Other Ros-‘ 
tenkowski employees interviewed ' 
by the Sun-Times said they had : 
never heard of Nedza or.seen him«_ 
working. ae 
Nedza’s lawyer, Richard Troy, ; 
declined to comment to the mae 
Times, ; 
During the same period his son - 
was paid by Rostenkowski, Edward*: 
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ROSTENKOWSEI, From Al 


*. daughters in succession on the state 

‘ payroll, according té public con- 
tracts. 

ἧς The Chicago Sun-T ss article 

: “ also said: 

a Celeste Gabinski, the wife of Chi- 
εἰ cago Alderman Terry M. Gabinski, 
" * remained on Rostenkowski’s payroll 
δέ, for five years after she quit working 
δε ¢ in his Chicago district office in 

Σ 1987. She was paid $79,000 over 
se that period and went off the payroll 
fin May 1992, when the probe into 
ἣ Rostenkowski’s finances became 

public. 


Β A schoolteacher whose. husband. 


*worked for Alderman. Gabinski and 


“ Nedza put two of Rostenkowski’s 


later got a job as a city carpenter 
was paid up to $4,000 a month as a 
temporary worker. 

w Instead of paying rent on a sat- 
ellite office, Rostenkowski put the 
Storefront’s co-owner on his pay- 
roll. 


“ An elderly next-door neighbor of ἡ 


Rostenkowski was listed on his pay- 
roll, but she dented having done any 
work for him since babysitting his 
children, the youngest of whom is 
33. Sophie Palasz, 77, appeared 
four times on Rostenkowski’s pay- 
roll between 1985 and 1989. 

wp Many full-time Chicago city 
workers simultaneously have been 
Rostenkowski employees. 

w From 1979 to 1990, Ros- 
tenkowski averaged one-third more 


“Rostenkowski Said to Have Paid Friends 


employees per year than any other 
member of the Illinois delegation, 
even though they all had the same 
amount to spend for staff. 

The newspaper quoted the for- 
mer payroll counselor for the House 
of Representatives, -H. Bruce 
Avner, as saying Rostenkowski was 
unlike fellow representatives in that, 
he handled hts own offtce payroll. 

He would spend the entire 
amount budgeted for congressional 
payrolls—which this year was 
$557,400—and would shift tempo- 
rary employees on and off his staff |. 
roster. = 

House members are allowed up 
to 18 full-time and four part-time 
staff members on their Pay’ at |: 
any time. 
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ἔν τὸ Gty Workers or tenants in his 
faraly's διε mgs. 
5 Hosterd weki put B Wempan Νὰ 
the paovroll to cover the rent 4 
sirrefeyt he was lea..tug fur ase Ff 
a 6a-cllite office, despite regula 
tons reywuring that pavr.!l funds 
-be used on’y for emp.vyees. 

Restenkowskis lawyer, Rubert 
Bennett, dened t. aiewer ques: 
teons cr acmment un the Syyn- 
Times’ findags 

The Sun Tomes contacted φὺ cur- 
rent and furser Rogrenkowsk. em- 
p-cyees, and meet refused tu as- 
$wer Guest ne except to cuetm 
they have beon subpoenaed by the 
grand )..5, Mans are bemy rere: 
sented hb, Want. gta lawyer 
Jape ca, wh, wo pad ts the 
Roster’ εκ Came. - commutec 
Sor + sant the, bad boen inatracted 
wert τ te the press. and they 
referred que-Lors to Crie, why Ags 
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mployees reap- 
. oll δὲ irregular 
intervais cver many years. Al- 
though they gene<ally received just 
a few thousand dollars at ἃ time, 


come were paid significant amounts 


for thes short times on the payrall 
“T think they were looking more 
or less at people w.th spore cm. 
pl-yment,” 881 Eleanor Georgalas, 
an onmigratien specialist In Ros- 
tenkowski’s Chivago office from 
1981 through 1987, in reference to 
her interview by FBI agents. 
“They're looking for people who 
were on a month, off a month.” 
Jarnes Ned2a, son of former state 
Sen. Edward Nedza, is one of the 
many empluyees who went on and 
‘off the congressman's payroll. 
Nedza did four-month atints on 
Rescenkowski's payroll in 1988, 
1984, 198) and 1986, cullecting 
Si2akht each time, according to 
Ho..8e records. : 
Al.Fcugh thai rate of pay made 
Neda the highest-paid ra ΠΟ ῈΒ 
on ike cusgeessiyran’s etaff during 
some pay periods, Georgaias sad 
she never had heard of h'm befure 
she was questioned by the Sun- 
Imes. 3, 2 32:5: 
Nedzas Jawyer, Richard Troy, 
declined cummont. Nedzo told the 
Sun-Times {ast summer that he 
had worked a9 a “leg.slative aide” 


in the congressman's office, per- 
furndng clerical duties such 45 se 


‘aweriag the telephone. 
During the same four-year period 
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that his son waa paid by the con- 
greasman, the elder Nedza put two 
of Rostenkowski’s daughters in suc- 
cession on the state payroll, public 
contracts show. They were paid 
$12,000 a year, too. 

Georgalas also recalled that Ce- 
leste Gabinsk:, then newly married 
to the aldermon, quit worsing in 
Rostenkowski's office about the 
same time she did in October, 
1987—perhaps a little sooner. 

Records show that was nearly 
five years before Mrs. Gabirski left 
the payroll in May, 1992 —the same 
month it was first revealed publicly 
that a federal stand jury was look- 
ne into Rostenkuwak.’s affaurs. 

trs, Gabinski’s absence from the 
office was confirmed by Eva Wier- 
zynska, wha replaced Georgalas as 
Rostenkowski's immigration apa- 
cialist in Chicago, and by others 
who asked not to be identified. 

“TY never saw her working,” said 
Wherzynska, who said she wa. anee 
to}d that Mrs. Gabiunski did su:se 
bookkeeping work froma heme. 

Mrs. Gabinsk) did receive a pa. 
reluction beginning in 1988, ro-- 
ords show. After collecting $28.364 


-—ay-1986-and- $29,939-1n 7108}, -she 


slipped to $20,000 in 1988. $12,400 
£3 8 part-time employee in 1089, 
$19,968 in 1990, $17,649 for five 
months in 199) and $13,686 for 
ΑΓ months in 1992. 

After the Gabingkis were married 
in February, 1987, she obtained an 
insurance brokers ficense and set 


up an insurance broke 
records show. The Gal 


their first child in April, ἑαυ, πα 


second jn January, 1991. 

Neither of the Gabinskis re- 
turned phone calls. 

Before she inarried the alderman, 
Mre. Gabinski worked as her pro- 
spective husband's secretary, nu- 
merous co-workers said. 

Her salary, however, was coming 
from Rostenkowsk., House records 
show. 

Records also show that when 
Mrs Gabinski, whose maiden name 
was Krupidlowsky, went on the fed- 
eral payroll full time in January, 
1981, one of Rostenkwweki's daugh. 
att went on the City Council pay- 
rol}. 

City persurnel recerds don’t 
show which alderman pnt the 
duughter on the payr-B But re- 
curds du show tha: a C.i. Council 
committee cha.red bs Gabinsk: was 
pa,ing one of Rustenkewsk.’s sis- 
ters during part .f the period Ce. 
leste Kropidlowski was emplcyed 
by the congre!: man. 

Stephanie Chomka Murr, who ¢o- 
workers 6a replaced Ms. Gabinski 
as-the naidarman’s secretary, also 
réccived Per $31) salary from 
te cengressmar, House records in- 
dicate Dur.ns her time on the fed- 
ΣᾺ paytull Muir also was paid less 
thar. $.°0 8 year as ἃ part-time 
City Councd empfeyeo, according 
( city work records subpoenacd by 
the grand jury. Muir, 30, who is 


currently on ea leave of absence 
from Rostenkowski’s office, de- 
clined comment 

Until this year, Roatenkowski’s 
congreasioral office shared space 
with Gabjnski and the 32nd Ward 
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phié Palssz, 77, who has live 
dobr to the congreasman for 
y 40 years in a two-flat his 
‘ys owns at 1370 W. Evergreen, 
“of at least four Roetenkowski 
__ts who have appeared on his 
payroll, 
In an interview at her home, 
Polaaz £3 she hasn't dons any 
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a 40 "8 she got no cooney from 
dude 

Her son, Danie}, a county em- 
playee Who lives downstairs from 
her in the same δ τος, caid his 
mo. her's inemory is failing, but he 
gaid he, too, knuws of no work ashe 
petfurmed for the congreasrran and 
doesn’t believe she received any 
εν 

Mrs. Palesz, who was 72 when 
she fayt appeared on the payroll for 
€3,012 for one month’s work in 
1989, said she never stuffed enve- 
lopes or any other similar task for 
which politicians say they occasion- 
ally hire extra help. 

“I didn't do no cardg, envelopes,” 
she said. “If he asked me, I would 
tell him to do it himself.” 

Another tenant who was on Ros- 
tenkowski's paytoll was doanna 
Hojnowski, who callected amounts 
ranging from $795 to $7,125 per 
year between 1973 and 1985 while 
hving in an apartmen! above the 
Damen Avenue congressional 
office 

Mrs. Hoynowski could not be 
reached for comment, but her hus- 
band, Leo, told the Sun-Times Last 
summer that ashe was 2 seamnstrcss 
ond may have done some sewing 
werk for the congressman and αἹ- 
derroan. Contacted again recently, 
however, Mr. Hojnowski, a retired 
city worker and Democratic pre- 
Ciict CcHpiain, said his wife had 
earned the muney by cleaning up 
the congressional office. 

When the Hojnowskts moved out 
© ase, Lule and Emanuel Dud- 
einaki moved cnto their apart ent 
and onto ls tenkowsk.'s pattoll. 
Mfrs, Dudouiske was pard $3109 
through July, 1992. 

She cold not be reached for 
esmment, But her hushand, ἃ city 
δ 1 opcutment employee an’ a 

γ᾽ ὦ ὁ canias,, deshned to dea- 
Cw διὸ} Beh Kis wel did fur the 
ὲ : 


ry cet ee θυ a 

Ly τ ἃ io 4. “μα itu Se 
ofp ee Be tata κᾳ 

ο΄. teat Sues te his 

—ahe 1 «ay by wared on the 


'cosman'’s payroll between 
and 1987, 

i Russo, was paid 11.196, ip 
land 3976,, before her Husband 
her pot. He collected 


1.208. 


1 a 4 


o_o δ ..- 


“yw -- ay 5 ae a” ews evmoou acu 
held a job as a city Water Donart- 


ment employee, even during the 
+ atretches of up to five months that 
he was carried on the congress- 
, man's payrol) at a salary of up to 
$5,107 per month. The Russos also 
would not anjwer questions abe 
their work for the congreésme” 
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ΓΑΕ least fivé other full-t 
employers collected sizable 


- “{n short stints on the congr 


staff, even though their c 
wormel records indicate no } 
absence or other gaps. Hou 
Istions require that cong 
may their employees only 

time period they are carried 


- payroll, not for past or future ser- | 


- Wictes. 1 


The moonlighting city payrollers 
include Leo Masxal, a policeman, 
and Leonard Pawiov.ski, a top οὐ. 
cial in the forestry Civision. 

Moskal received 38,600 for two 


months’ work in 1988 end another |. 


$8,000 for two months in 19890— 
more than hia policeman’s salary. 
Re could not he reached for com- 
men . 

Pawlowski hus been paid up to 
$3,006 by Rustenkowsk: for ἃ 
month's work His wife, Cargl, also 
hos shown up on the congressman's 
payroll. They referred questions to | 
their lawycr, Cole. 

Ἷ 


Borbara Koziol said the $7,500 
annual salary she received from 
1978 to 1965 was mainly to cover 
rent for a storefront she and her 
husband, Marion, owned at 5051 
W. Fullerton, where Rostenkowski 
maintained ἃ aatellite office. The 
storefront was opened initially as a 
campaign Office and often was used | 
for pclitical purposes. she said. 

The Kozivls suid they never had 
questioned the propriety of Rosten- 
kowski paying his rent by putting 
Mrs. Koziol on the payroll until 
they were asked about it by the | 
Sun-Times and EBI agents. - . 

‘There are o lot of things that 
we're hearing about that we never | 
heard of beture,’’ Marion Koziol | 
said. 


CHICAGO POLITICS 


Patricia Kardasz hei: a jub as δ΄ 
Catholic schoolteacher απο she’ 
was bouncing on ond off Rosten: | 
koweki's pave 7 ac selaries of up to: 
$4,006 a mont!: until early 1992. | 
She was on 15. payroll often during | 
the schoo’ yecr 
Mre. Kerdasz said she did typing 
and fing for the congressman, 
sore of it from her home. Wier- 
zyrska, the former immigration 
* sacigiist whose tenure in the office 
overlapped four yeurs that Kardasz 
was on the payroll, said γλσσλλθα 
did not work from the Dan 
nue office during the four ‘| 


was on the congreesman’s 


Kardas2's husband, John 
top aide to Gabinski before. 
a job as a city carpenter 
combzr. He also performed 
try work on the congressma 
cago and Wisconsin homes. 
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Rostenkowski aides who have been 


w allegations agai ap, La | qnestloned by the FBY safd the inves 
_ New allegations against Rep. Dan Rostenkowski, a ἔρον ταν ee 


’” _key-player in the House, could be one more obstacle 
_. for the President and his 1994 agenda,” 


-{n“a succession of employees who 
went on and off the cangressman 
olfles payroll. - : . 


: tegistatfan but not mndispansable. Hs 
’ By Aaron Epstein a Bouse ara riers Richard τα Cheese eden ce 
INQUIRER WASHINGTON BUREAD Gephardt of Missouri would play Able to place edditional people on his 


" congressional payroft without ex- 

eceding House’ payroll limits. 
Rostenkowski hired one-third 
more workers than anyone else {n 
We Dilnots congressional delegation 
fram 1979 to 1990, even 


.. |S WASHINGTON — New allegations more critical role in brokering ἃ cam 

ΠΑΝ Rep, Dan, Rostenkonshd hired Pree heart of the ost serious 
‘gonworking empl t , Β 

‘, expense have decpenedthe powerful new allegations about Rostenkowskl |; 

’ Chicago Democrat's tegal troubles — 13 old-fashioned political patronage. : 

- -and rekindled anxiety αἱ the White’ For generetions, in Chicago and 


clined to comment on the new ones. 
» The complex investigation could 
; _ ‘lest well into the new year. Prosecu- 
᾿ - tors bava been the datajls 
to a second grand jury πὸ the 
, tenure of tha first ong expired at the 
, end of October, 
" If the burly, 65-year-old Rostenkaw- 
ski is indicted, he would ba required 
to down 84 commfttee chairman, 
His likely suceessor would be Florida” 
Democrat Sam Μ, Gib- 
“dans, 73. : 
“That would be 


A panel 


ρα on 


detailed report Sunday in the Chi: |: 
cago Sun-Times. Many of them havo’ 
been subpoansed to testify before 
the grand jury. 

The paper reported that 
© Payments to the wife of Chicago | 
Alderman Terry Gabinsd contiausd 
far five years after she quit working: 
in Rostenkowski's Chicago office in | 


{ 1987 to stay home and start a family. 
She was pald $79,000 overs five years 
and went off the payroll when the 

shake- pre pgi investigation of Rostenkow- 


than $6,000 betwean 1985 and 1929/ 


ἜΠΕΙΘΕ sd near pe conle hou read Going any work 
ον * ce - for the congressman ‘since baby-alt- 
‘Thomas M. Foglietta (Ὡς =a! osty \ting his daughters. Ths youngest of 
Gor baci'roal Sis fantastic Job.” “ibe tereatonn pal ooo 
» δῖ. ϊ won o The 3 pa an: 
him ἃ Jong tima to de fantastic Job. neled money to Chicago city workers 
1 velop Rosty’s Jeadarship and tenants of brildings owned by 
aod relationship with members of the the congressman's family, Instead of ' 
House, Resty does a fantastic joh™ paying rest for a political offles, Ros 


! - » Health deonamist Lynn Etieredge, 
ae " who has strong ties to the White 
| Hosa, stéd Roestenkowsid was inspor- 
i , tent fo passage af Ciinton's ῬΑ σατο 
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ἀν ᾿ last year, z 
_—_. ΠΡ ἘΠ τι πόνῳ Pres! —up would hurt, Sophie’ Patasz, 7), secelved “tiore 
: one Democrat 
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“° House amd in Co , piany ὁ Eastern cities, office- hae “aha 
 For-President Clintot, the diselo. holders often placed the names of eel re af 
“eures are ally untimely. His friends, relatives, political ailles, and soe opend” (ot groans 
main priorities for 194 — healthcare friends and relatives of polltteal al- | Ue ae ας. τὸ re 
. feform, welfare reform and approval les an public payrolls. rad 
»+ of the trade agreement known ag . When the ent recipients of | The oe 
. +” τῆς Ways and Means Committee, , sometimes happens, they are called | dealing dtvectly orith 
‘” Rostenkowsld, a power broker in ghost employees. Employing ghost scam ee pgp aioe 
ες Congress and a key in Clinton’s workers violates federal law. ᾿ tease ΤΣ τὸ a ceo 
Ὁ “erive for economic and healtheara Rostenkowskl’s congressional poy: | iar eee eee 
é ᾿ς peforms, has been under federal crim. roll showed payments of tens of thou. , | sively to Rostenkowsid , 
wat * *inal {investigation for 19 months. He, sands of dollars to people hee es Vo eee sian e wack Δ δὲ meee | 
has denied earlier allegntions and de pot show up for work, according to ἃ |, I Sonaehewasdolng eid Avtar cena | 


was fired recently for improperly 
| altering his own payroll records.*- 
"The new disclosures appear related 
| to the discovery in September that 
| 210 Rostenkowski payroll files had | 
yanished. The discovery was made 
after the grand jury subpoensed the 
records. The files contained signed | 
authorizations for the hiring of am- , 
ployees and changes in thafr sala 
ries, House officials said, 
The Horse ethics committee, which 
has suspended its probe of Rastemkaw- 
akt's conductunt) the criminal inqul- | . 
ry ends, has been asked ty another 
committee to look Into the disappear | 
ance af the records | 
Based on earller grand [ΣῪ testl- 5 
mony, investigators saspect that Ros- 
ἢ tenkawsk! Utegally converted £23,000 
| of congressional and campaign 
money into, cash by purchasing 
stamps at the House post office. 
Other Hnes of inguiry foots on al 
ἢ feged payments of more than $72,000 
in campaign money to Rasenkowakt 
"and his sisters for a Mttleused office, 
teaptonee leating of cars with House 
money and use of the congres 
sional freemail privilege to shtp golf 
Cinbs and other personal items. 
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Grand} jury subpoenas records 
relating to Rostenkowski’s travels 


travel itineraries,,taxi receipts and 
related expenses. 

The probe of Mr. Rostenkowski,. 

‘the powerful chairman of the tax- 
‘writing House Ways and Means 
Committee, has entered its third cal- 
endar year. 

In November, a federal grand jury 
issued subpoenas to the House for 
Mr. Rostenkowski’s financial rec: 
ords dating back to 1957. 

Current and former féderal law 
enforcement and congressional 
sources said that the investigation is 
expected to continue at least several ὦ 
more weeks before prosecutors de- 
cide whether to seek an indictment 
of the Chicago-based congressman. 

Mr. Rostenkowski has denied any 
wrongdoing and has invoked his 
Fifth Amendment right against self: 
incrimination to avoid testifying be- 
fore the grand jury. 

Federal prosecutors are seeking 


By Paul M. Rodriguez 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


The federal grand jury probing 
Rep. Dan Rostenkowski has subpoe- 
naed all House records relating to 
the Iilinois Democrat’s extensive 
travels in the United States and over- 
seas, according to court documents. 

| The latest subpoena also seeks all 
documents regarding the asslgn- 
ment and rotation of payroll and fi- 
nancial management counselors for 
all House members from Jan. }, 
1978, through Wédnesday ΦῇἷὖὋ “π 

House officials are required to 
personally appear with the doc- 
uments before the grand jury on 
Jan. 18, according to the subpoena, 
‘which was issued on Wednesday. 

The subpoena for Mr. Rostenkow: 
ski's travel records covers, the period 
Jan. 1,-1985. τὸ δῆ. 5, and includes, 
but is not limited to, airline tickets, 
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My. Rostenkowski’s travel records to 
determine if he billed the House for 
unofficial trips or charged taxpay- 
ers for trips that should have been 
paid either with personal or cam- 
paign funds. 

The request for extensive records 
on payroll and financial manage- 
ment counselors stems from a dis- 
covery fast year of missing payroll 
records related to Mr. Rostenkow- 
ski’s staff and his use of the same 
payroll counselor for over 10 years. 

House rules require payroll coun- 
sélors, who Work in the House Fi- ~ 
nance Office, to be-rotated at least 
every two years. 

Prosecutors are trying to deter- 
mine why that occurred and if ‘other 
members sought similar treatment. 

The fong-running probe orig- 
inally centered on illegal drug sales 
and embezzlement at the House post 
office by clerks and managers. It 
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Rep. Dan Rosténkowsit f has denied 
wrongdoing in the lengthy probe. 


quickly expanded to include allega- 

tions that congressional-staff and; 

House members were also improp-' 

erly cashing-checks-at the: facility, 

and: illegally trading stamps for 
‘cash. 
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By Pierre Thorhas 


and Ruth Marcus 
Washington Post Stat Writers 


U.S. Attorney Eric H. Holder Jr. 
has sent to the Justice Department 
an outline of proposed. charges 
against, House Ways and Means 
Committee Chairman Dan Rosten- 


kowski (D-IIL) in the House Post _ 


Office investigation, placing at risk 
the political” caréér“of~one.of the 
most influential members of .Con- 
gress, sources said-last-night. 
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Rostenkowski Charges Reportedly Outline 


Holder. sent-the recommenida- 
, tions to the Justice Department for 
“ review earlier this week and. may 
seek a grand jury indictment of Ros- 
tenkowski as early as the end of this 
month, the sources said. 

Holder’ $action is a sipnificant de- 
velopment i in the two-year-old case. 
“Theoretically, the Justice Depart- 
_™ment has the final decision on this _ 
Cases’ ‘but giver: tHe: political sensitiv- 
‘ity, the U.S. wee ‘ney’s decision 
would probably stand,” one law en- 
forcemient source said yesterday. 
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‘has dented wrongdoing, said la&t 
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ay charges!” 
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An indictment of wis 
would be a serious blow to the 
ton administration’s effort tos 
passage of a health care refor 
this year. As chairman of the | 
Ways and Means Committee, 
tenkowski 15: viewed as the | 
equivalent of Senate Majority 
er George J. Mitchell (D-Mai 


Rostenkowski, who previously ‘ 


night he had no knowledge of the 
latest development. “I didn’t have 


ah [proseciitors] haven't told 
. I don’t know anything about 


Rostenkowski’s attorney; Robert 
Bennett, did not return telephone 


Γ᾿ messagés seeking comment: The .. critical player in -any SUCCESS 
Justice Department and Holder’s οἱ: 


fort to forge a, coyisénsus on ; 


fice declined to Comment~on the Care. © 
case. t - ‘See ROSTENKOWSKY, AQ, Co 
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| Criminal Case Against Rostenkowski 
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ROSTENKOWSEL From Al 


If Rostenkowski were indicted, 
House rules would require that he 
step down from his chairmanship. 
Next in line is Rep. Sam Gibbons (D- 
Fla.), an advocate of a single-payer 
approach to health care rather than 
the Clinton administration approach. 

Sources fast night declined to 
characterize the proposed charges 
against Rostenkowski but said that 
prosecutors in Holder’s office had 
recommended seeking indictment 
and described the array of charges 
as a “kitchen sink” approach. 

. The investigation of Rostenkows- 
ki started under Holder’s Republican 
predecessor, Jay B. Stephens, and 
focused initially on financial irregu- 
larities by employees of the House 


Post Office. But the probe expanded 
to include allegations that Rosten- 
kowski, completing his 36th year in 
Congrees, misused his official ac- 
counts for postage, personnel, office 
supplies, leased cars and office space 
in his Chicago district. 

The probe has widened a number 
of times, mncluding last December 
when, according to news reports, 
the grand jury began looking into 
whether some of Rostenkowski’s 
Chicago office workers were paid for 
work they did not perform. Former 
House postmaster Robert V. Rota 
has pleaded puilty to misdemeanors 
and stated in court papers that he 
made $21,000 available to Rosten- 
kowski under the guise of official 
postage purchases. 

Holder, who was appointed by 
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Federal Prosecutor Is Said to Outline 


President Clinton, inherited an in- 
vestigation that immediately placed 
him in the awkward position of hav- 
ing to decide the future of a key 
Clinton ally. He is a former D.C. Su- 
perior Court judge appointed by 
President Ronald Reagan and was a 
prosecutor tn the Justice Depart- 
ment’s Public Integrity Section. 

The case will be reviewed by ca- 
reer attorneys from the Public In- 
teprity Section and senior lawyers in 
the department’s Criminal Division. 
One law enforcement source said 
the review could be a lengthy pro- 
cess and that the matter might not 
be resolved by month’s end. 

In addition to Rostenkowski, Ben- 
nett also represents Clinton agains al- 
legations, not yet made in court, that 
he made sexual advances to a state 


‘employee while governor of Arkansas. 


Bennett’s dual role could pose 
complications for the Rostenkowski 
case, some lawyers suggested. For 
example, in possible plea negotia- 
tions, Holder would be dealing not 
only with Rostenkowski’s lawyer but 
with the lawyer for the president 
who appointed him. Holder said in an 
interview several weeks ago that 
politics will play no role in his han- 
dling of the case. 

The fate of Rostenkowski, a Dem- 
ocrat, is tied to a number critical is- 
sues that are central to the Demo- 


cratic Clinton administration: health 


care, welfare, trade, taxes and other 


‘ financial matters. All those concerns 


fall under the responsibility of Ros- 
tenkowski’s Ways and Means Com- 


ERIC H. HOLDER JR. 
ον . Justice Dept. to review case 


mittee. Clinton recently appeared 
with the embattled congressman in 
the midst of a hotly contested prima- 
ry, despite the fact that prosecution 
was a strong possibility. 

Clinton defended his Chicago trip, 
saying the appearance was not cam- 
paigning. At the same time, howev- 
er, he made quite clear how valuable 
Rostenkowski was, noting, “Iam go- 
ing there. . .to talk about issues that 
directly relate to this administra- 
tion’s work that he is a critical part 
of—health care and crime.” 


ttt --.---------ε.-ὸΨ -.ο0ό] 
Staff writer Kenneth J. Cooper 
contributed to this report. 
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Attorneys for Rostenkowski 
Negotiating With Justice Dept. 
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By Pierre Thomas and Kenneth J. Cooper 
Nato Post Staff Writers 


Attorneys for Rep. Dan Rostenkowski (D: 
Ill.) are in the preliminary stages of negotiat- 
ing with Justice Department officials who: 
want to indict the House Ways and Means 
Committee chairman, sources familiar with 
the case said last night. 

, Discussions between Justice Department 
officials and Rostenkowski’s lawyers have fo- 
cused on several employees of his Chicago dis- 
trict office who allegedly did no official work 
and his purchases of personal gift items 
through his expense account at the House Sta- 
tionery Store; which he has since reimbursed 
$82,000, the sources said. They.indicated that 
Justice Department lawyers think they can 
make a case against Rostenkowski of conspira- 
cy to defraud the government. 

Rostenkowski’s attomeys are trying to re- 
solve the matter with a less severe charge 
than the Justice Department is. considering, 
the sources said, 

Under a rule of the House Democratic Cau- 
cus, Rostenkowski would have to step down 
from his committee chairmanship if he were 
indicted on-a felony punishable by at least two 
years in prison. He could avoid losing the 
chairmanship if he faced lesser charges or in 
the unhkely event that most House Democrats 
risked a storm of ethical criticism and voted to 
Waive the rule. 

. Rostenkowski’s prominent role in major leg- 
islation has been readily apparent in the last 
few days. After several weeks of private meet- 
ings of the panel’s Democratic members, the 
Ways and Means Committee yesterday began 
public hearings on health care legislation. On 
Tuesday, he attended a meeting between Cab- 
inet officials and House leaders on welfare leg- 
islation. He also recently agreed the commit- 
tee would consider ways to raise revenue to 
find partial public’ financing οἱ House cam- 
paigns under legislation that ue House passed 


δον AAG ania aes 


. yee ᾿ es pf ets Si 
a Heer ete Seay eS fe san hea ARNG aio 


᾿ fast fall but has stalled in a conference with the 


Senate. 

U.S. Attorney Eric H. Holder Jr. earlier this 
month sent to the Justice Department:an out- 
line of. proposed charges against Rostenkows- 
ki, and sources said at the time that he was 
considering seeking an, indictment as soon as 
the end‘of this month. That. could: have put 
pressure on defense attorneys to seek a-plea 


-bargain because of the key role Rostenkowski: 


could play in -helping to pass the health care 
reform measure championed by President 
Clinton. 

The negotiations between Justice Depart- 
ment officials and Rostenkowski’s lawyers, 
which were. first reported byythe New York 
Times, are part of the usual discussions after 
prosecutors have made clear they plan to seek 
an indictment, sources said. 

A law enforcement source said such negoti- 
ations do not harm the potential defendant’s 
position and generally are used by defense at- 
torneys to see what options are available to 


‘their clients. Rostenkowski’s attorney, Robert 


Bennett, did not return phone calls last night. 


Justice Department: officials also declined.to ἢ 


comment on the case. 
The two-year investigation of Rostenkows- 


‘ki, who has denied wrongdoing, focused initial- 


ly on irregularities by House Post Office em- 


-ployees but later was expanded to include 


allegations: that he misused his official ac- 
counts for postage, personnel, ‘office supplies, 
leased cars and office space in his Chicago dis- 


‘trict. In addition, a grand jury reportedly 


looked into allegations that some of his Chica- 
go employees were paid for work they did not 
rform. 


Rostenkowski is completing his 36th year in . 
Congress and is seeking reelection. He is one } 


of the most influential members in the House ! 
because his .committee has jurisdiction over 

the government’s purse and matters associat- " 
ed with it, including health care, welfare,, 
trade, taxes and other financial matters. 
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3 ‘The Rostenkowski Problem 


OUSE’ WAYS and, Means Committee . -Mr. Restenkowstis is plainly entitled to bargait 
, aan — oe ᾿ Jawyers » wwith-thé: ‘prosecutors as he pleases, if that is in . 
be Pots sonducting’é i nlstatory Teoeenonear fact What he'is doing. It's his skin.-Nor is it fair to 
federal: prosecutors about the terms of his possi-~ ao flatly. ἰ ΠΆΠΠΕ picee Lore: shouldn’ ᾿ bargain’ 
with him in..the same way that. they, might with 


ble «indi h 
pel ae " ὃν oe er a ‘more any: othér possible defendant. If. his rights, should ; 


The prosecutors work for President Clititon. be.no more: than! others’, neither. should. they’ be: 
The .president. wants—some would say needs— ‘any’ less. But: that’ S an easier standard to enunci-. 
Mr, Rostenkowski to Stay in place as chairman in, ‘ate ‘than ‘possibly ito achieve. Any decision to 
order. to,pass his health care reform bill this year.. “charg ge hina i in such a way that he would.be able. 
But.if Mr.-Rostenkowski is indicted.for a felony under the fules:to retain his: chairrnanship- and | 
‘above a certain‘level of seriousness,’he willybe ‘continue to-work in the preSident’s:behalf—<ne _ 
required.under House. Democratic ante rules’ of ‘the:possibilities said to be under discussion— i 
to give’ up:his chairmanship. ‘A potential cénflict. would have to survive an extraordinary burden. of : 


. 4 byw BNF 


of intérest éxists bétween the administration’ 3 skepticism and scrutiny. ᾿ 

‘legislativé intérests and ‘its law-enforcement re: | The argument has.been..made; with. cases 
. Sponsibilities, ‘The. conflict ‘i is. the worse because precisely, ἯΙΚε this. in ‘mind, that the. indepéndent 
‘Mr, Rostenkowski’s principal defense attor’ NEY, Counsél'statute that Congress is-only riow.fi nally 


| os has | now “ἢ become {πὸ presi reenacting should be extended to.cover members 
‘dent's defense attorney. in the.sexual harassment: κα ‘Congress-and not just senior: ‘officials’ iri the: 


case in which he faces charges.by former. Arkan- executive branch, Our instinct has been ‘to op- 


sas‘state employee Paula Jones. 
Mr. behead oe whom the president pose sucha step. on erqunds (hate poe οἷς 
prosecution’ should only be farmed out .in ‘the 


‘also recently chose to Campaign in a primary in 
‘which the-congressman faced unaccustomed p- most extreme circumstances and that the Justice 


‘position, ‘has’ been- under investigation for nearly - Departinent. has showii itself capable“ofvigorous, 
_ | two years for various possible misappropriations, Prosecution of members of. Congress regardless 

of congressional funds. He has said throughout— of party in the past. That's still our view, but this 

even while refunding some of the disputed monéy 1S a-case-that ptits the department to the test. __ 


SVe-t3F- , 2673 


last February—that he.did: nothing. wrong. Now ‘The way to ‘pass the test is not to’ interfere; The. ἡ, : " Ξόβιο 
“= τσ. S-- ~ Attorney. Eric Holder,. Mr. Clinton’s: ap- ὁ president, his aides i m the White House and’ the -]30 
pointe, is reported to be preparing to indict him ‘political appointees in the Justice Departmént | 


|and- to have: sent a Prosecution: memo.:to that should keep hands off. Mr. ‘Holdér is the prosecu-- 
‘effect to senior officials inthe Justice Depart- _ tor;.. he knows the case.and the law. He should 
i ment ldst month. decide. 
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Rostenkowslki ‘Talks Said to Near Critical Stage 


Sources Say Indictment to Be Sought if Compromise Not Reached | 


: By Kenneth J. Cooper 


and Pierre Thomas 
Washington Post Staff Wnters 


Negotiations between federal 
prosecutors and attorneys for Rep. 
Dan. Rostenkowski (D-Ill) are fast 
approaching a critical.stage, with 
talks ongoing daily as both sides.ex- 
plore options to avert a possible le- 
gal battle that could continue for 
years, sources familiar with the case 
said yesterday. 

U.S. Attomey Eric H. Holder Jr. 
hkely will seek an indictment by the 
end of next week if a compromise can- 
not be reached, the sources said yes- 


’ terday. Officials described the talks as 


“fluid” with final resolution unclear as 
legal arguments and offers are made 
by lawyers for Rostenkowski. 

Holder has outlined to the Justice 
Department a broad case of conspir- 
acy to defraud, including charges 
Rostenkowski paid employees for 
work not performed and misused of- 
ficial accounts for leased cars, office 
supplies and office space. 

Rostenkowski’s attorney, Robert S. 
Bennett, would like the prosecution to 
reconsider the deciston-to indict the 
House Ways.and Means Committee 
chairman or at the least considér 
charges less than a broad felony con- 
spiracy case. If agreement can be 
reached, a plea bargain would result, 


Said sources, who described the dis- 


cusstons.as typical of last-minute ma- 
neuverings in such cases. 
Some prosectitors in Holder’s office 


who have worked on the two-year in- 


vestigation strongly oppose consider- 


ing misdemeanors or any scenario 


that would lessen the charges. 

Holder, sources said, is at least 
pondering a possible plea because of 
concerns that a jury might find Ros- 
tenkowski a “likable” figure. Also, 
there is concern that jurors might be 
predisposed to believe Rostenkowski 
was unfairly singled out and that his 


“TEP. DAN ROSTENKOWSKE 
.. has denied wrongdoing 


alleged actions were not-unlike those 
of his colleagues. 

On the other hand, Holder also is 
considering a possible community 
backlash from letting a white politi- 


cian off lightly while his office has , 


been winning long mandatory prison 


terms for young black drug dealers.: 


Holder supposedly is adamant ‘that} 


‘Rostenkowski serve jail time, at least 


six months, sources said. 
Bennett, meanwhile, ‘although. 


confident that the bulk of the gov- | 


ernment’s case against Rostenkows- 
ki is weak, involving petty incidents, 
nonetheless 1s concerned that some 
of the allegations in Holder’s “kitch- 
en sink” approach of bringing myriad 
charges might be difficult to explain 
away, sources Said. 

Allegations that several employ- [Ὁ 
ees of Rostenkowski’s Chicago offi ce’ 
did πὸ official work and that! he 
bought personal gift items through 
his expense account δὲ the House. 
stationery store, are particularly 
problematic, sources said. 

Rostenkowski, who has. dented: 


wrongdoing and yesterday made no 
public comment about the negotia- 
tions, is considered critical to Presi- 
dent Clinton’s efforts to pass health 
and welfare reform bills. The case 
represents a political “minefield,” 
sources said. 

Holder, a Clinton appointee, in- 
herited an investigation that placed 
him in the positton of having to de- 


-cide the future of a key Clinton ally. 


Top-ranking Justice Department of- 


fictals, also appointed by Clinton, . 
have been careful thus far to avoid 
any appearance of political meddling : 


and largely are leaving the matter to 
career Jawyers in the department’s 
public integrity section for review, 
Under a rule of the House Demo- 
cratic Caucus, Rostenkowski would 
have to vacate his chairmanship if he 
were indicted on a felony punishable 


by at least two years. in prison. He } 
could avoid losing it if he faced lesser | 
charges or if most House Democrats, ° 


who would risk a storm of criticism, 


voted to waive the rule. : μὰ 
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Down ‘and dirty for 
Με Rostenkowski 


ets get one thing perfectly clear: Lloyd Cut- 
ler represents only’ President Clinton’ s office. 
Bob Bennett-represents the’ president’s clinton. 

This allows Mr. Cutler to keep to the high road, 
fretting over the institution of-the presidency in 
an era.of barbarian, ‘occupation, while Mr. Ben- 
nett gets.to play ; the heavy, accusing Paula Cor- 
‘bin Jones, .a pretty preacher's daughter, of being 
‘no better than Arkansas white trash. 

However, no lawyer, especially i in Washington, 
can. ‘rise above his: client, and Mr. Clinton, who 
‘sprang from.the.very. culture that produced 
Paula’ Jones, neéds’all the’ ‘help he can get. It’s 
foolish-to blame Mr; Bennett for doing whatever 
she has-to do. 

-Bob-Benniett-is. probably the best there is at 
: doitig Whatever he has to.do, which is to cut deals 
1 for the rich, the famous, the powerful, and the 
guilty. Even i in a'city of lawyers, where no one 
. Can say the words “ethics” or “conflict of inter- 
est” without hiding his face to blush, the 
ν᾿ * Schemes Mr. Bennett gets.away with in the inter- _ 
> ests of: his high-profile ‘clients can steal'a man’s 

’-most cherished illusions. 
He ‘is not without resources in behalf of his 
: most: famous and most. powerful client. His 
\ access to: ‘his’ client’s. power gives him the poten- 
tial to make life miserable for Eric Holder, the 
man,who could send Danny Rostenkowski off to 
make: license plates. 
Mr. Holder ‘i iS the US: attorney for the District 
of Columbia. He has been guiding the grand j jury 
pike ΠΒΆΠΟΝ, into Mr. Rostenkowski’s administra- 
tion of his office, which has been at least lax, and | 
maybe criminally fraudulent. te 
The US. attorney and his associates are said to 
i have Mr. Rostenkowski squarely in their sights, 
ἃ with a felony indictment coming down soon, 


ἘΠῚ ΄ us - . 
τ a ee ee te ee «τα “ὦ ek ee τα et πα τὶ ee πὶ πτἶὐ ἀμαὶ 


mn i δ Ὁ a 
| fa 


HY 3 


oe ἀξ αν adie ee Ὁ 


) — fe 


Σ τ τ hal διὰ ἘΠΕ ‘I * . To Pape ae > 

wo : χε ει κ΄ ΕΝ whee Ὡς δῇ soy Moye a κὰ τὸς “ee εἰ ν᾿ ζει Bree ; ratecw eee ae ae ᾿ ΘΝ 
a Δ ἥ ὩΣ _ ve Pia ae, aS. ἦν eee ΤΩΝ τας ty 5 are ogee: od A Aw 2 nae es Arete ran ν᾿ θοὸς “t - ἜΡ. 
- Ἄς ' ΡΝ = ἧς rc 1 : oat ais OG tt i : i Μ ” ae ms) δὰ at *? ᾿ ὅπ ΟΝ r- ὐς- Wen 
we ee ἘΝ ae Pees PORN rt eu, rt! Py ἐκ τ tga. 1 om te at day τ See δ alew key Gnd oka ek wes go 
et : ra Swat fee ty 


ral 
: mt 4 ae mo, td taf rae ea ΝΡ , 
eee ee κω: Ne ee ee a ely oe Cee ee BaP lied clic es oe eer nied Lg wt. oc mete ae ΝΥ ᾽ν ξ. sent at Da ae et res 


ἊΨ 
= gage _ vs £81003 | | 
ae sails Deda 


Esa ΣΝ 


=" Miz Holder is known to think that cutting ἃ 
" deal to enable Mr. Rostenkowski to walk is _ 
ἢ ἃ absurd, and. would be justice denied. He has 
rarely had a case that he ' 
felt more confident of’ 
winning. Nevertheless, 
no prudent man underes- 
timates the power of the 
Ἢ RY White House, any White 

Ὁ] House, to play down and 
dirty when survival 
hangs in the balance. 

Just follow the 
bouncing ball: Mr. Ben- 
nett goes to the Justice 
Department,.which is 
run by the attorney gen- 
eral who serves at the 


it 


As ra 


Rostenkowski so he can remaifi in Congress to 
get! the president’s health-care collectives safely 
through the House. This is the feat on which Mr. 
Clitton’ 9 credibility. and survival rest. 

The US. attorney, on whom Mr. Rostenkowski's 
fortunes rest, works for. J anet' Reno, whose for- 


feating Paula Jones In a federal court in Arkan- 
sas rest on Bob Bennett. If Mr. Bennett 
‘bersuades Janet Reno, who has to please Bill 
Clinton, to, také care of Danny Rostenkowski, Mr. 
Rostenkowski can Save Bill Clinton. Ὁ 

| Anyone who never went to law school-can see 
this for what it is, a colossal conflict of interest, 
the fix going in. Only lawyers and professors 
who dream of one day growing up to be super- 
fixers themselves see nothing wrong with the ar- 
rangement. 


If Mr. Clinton loses higé-fight’ for the health col- 
jectives, the Republicans will sweep dozens of 
Democrats from Congress in November, and 
whien that happens you'll see people suddenly 
treating Al Gore with respect. 


! Nobody wants to get too close to Mr. Clinton: 
now; even Mr. Rostenkowski is said to want to 
keep a little distance. There’s the first faint trace . 
‘of pink in the water. Incredible as the prospect 
eemed only we eks ago, fri ightened Democrats 
are asking other frightened Democrats whether 
they think Bil) Clinton will finish his term. (The~ 
dispassionate puess here is “yes.”) 


Vi In a na plausible sc scenario justin from Nig 


tunes rest on Bill Clinton, whose prospects of de- || 


yy 


(mare ᾿ 
City, the Republicans gain 25 seats in the House 
‘and pull to within one seat in the Senate-= στον 
humiliating the administration and rendering it 
‘impotent in the run-up to 96. 


| When this happens, a delegation of senior 
‘Democrats, scenting’ ‘disaster of: unimagined pro- 
‘portions, trudges down Pennsylvania Avenue to 
take tea with the presidents. “Give us a Sherman 
now” they say. “ δ won't run if nominated, I won’t 
‘serve if elected.’ Do that’ and we can cut a deal 
lwith the Republicans to back off and let. you fin- 
'ish your term. Spurn the déal: and 3 you ἾΙ geta 


‘strong opponent in the primaries. Count on it.” 


ι Well, no doubt fanciful. The Clintons may-bé 


conspiring even now to’ get ‘Whitewater back on 
ithe front page, to make everyone forget about 
‘Paula, Rosty, the continuing humiliation of Amer- 
ficalat the hands of pipsqueak satraps like Haitt, 
‘North Korea.and éven Singapore, and trying to 
"guess what that distinctive mark near the pres- 
ident’ S clinton might be. 
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Of pleas and Rep. Rostenkowski 


continues that the Justice Department is 
entertaining the possibility ofa plea bargain for 
Rep. Dan Rostenkowski, and that the powerful 
chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee 
has his lawyer, the omnipresent Robert Bennett, 
engaged in negotiations. Word is that the chairman 
would like a deal that-stops short ofadmission to any 
careerending felony, and that the Justice Depart- 
ment is considering offering a misdemeanor plea in 
exchange for Rosty’s resignation at some future date. 
Whether or not these specifics of the negotiations are 
on target, the very idea that a plea bargain is being 
negotiated is troublesome; troublesome because 
there can be little reason for it at this point. 

What are the possible reasons for prosecutors to 
offer a plea? Basically, there are four. The first is that 
the courts are overburdened, and so in general gov- 
ernment lawyers look to lighten the judicial load by 
Settling as many cases as possible without the time 
and expense of full-blown jury trials. Second, pros- 
ecutors are often willing to allow a suspect to cop a 
plea in exchange for cooperation and testimony that 
will allow the government to hook some bigger fish. 
Third, the government might have a weak case, and 
fearing that they might lose in court, prosecutors 
could opt for a sure thing on some lesser charge. Or 
fourth, a political fix could be in. 

The first two possibilities just don’t wash in rela- 
tion to Mr. Rostenkowski and the House Post Office 
scandal However bogged down the courts may be, 
resources can be found to pry an important case 
alleging political corruption at the highest levels. The 
idea that court time should be rationed, and so Mr. 
Rostenkowski should be given a deal, is ludicrous. 

Equally ridiculous would be the argument that Mr. 
Rostenkowski could plead in exchange for testimo- 
ny against some yet unnamed Mr. Big. Mr. Ros- 
tenkowskd is at the top of the Capitol Hill food chain, 
and it is hard to imagine anyone whom prosecutors 
would consider it so important to convict that they 
would let Mr. Rostenkowski walk. 


That leaves the last two possibilities — either the 
government's case 1s weak or the fix is in. 

If prosecutors don't think they can convict Mr. Ros- 
tenkowski, then it is unfair of them to bully him into 
a plea bargain for something of which he is not guilty. 
It should not be the modus operandi of the Justice 
Department to coerce people who maintain their 
innocence, through the threat of spiritually and 
financially crushing prosecution, into signing admis- 
sions of guilt. If the government doesn’t have the 
goods on Mr. Rostenkowski, then it should not even 
threaten him with prosecution, let alone corner him 
into an unfair plea agreement. It is not just a quaint 
saying that citizens are innocent until proven guilty. 
If federal prosecutors haven't the proof that they can 
be confident will convince fair-minded jurors, then 
they should leave it at that. 

As to a political fix, such a deal would be as polit- 
ically ill-advised as it would be morally repugnant. 
Confidence in government would not be restored to 
an anery electorate by the spectacle of a powerful 
chairman admitting to misdemeanors just short of 
the severity that would lose him his chairmanship, 
and then going about hts business without censure 
from his feHow lawmakers. 

But what if the plea deal were to include a promise 
of resignation by Mr. Rostenkowski? Not only would 
this do little to inspire confidence in Beltway ethics, 
such a bargain 1s not an appropriate goal for prose- 
cutors. Either Mr. Rostenkowski is innocent of the 
charges US. Attorney Eric Holder has outlined for 
his bosses at. Justice, in which case the chairman is 
fully entitled to his seat in the House and his posi- 
tion at the helm of Ways and Means; or Mr. Ros- 
tenkowsk1 is guilty, in which case he should suffer the 
sort of punishment meted out those who are not 
members of the political classes — that is, jail time. 
Who Sits in Congress is not a matter for federal pros- 
ecutors. Its up to voters —- and to members them- 
selves, who have it in their power to remove ore of 
their own who has disgraced himselfoy/ AP. / 
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Rostenkowshi 
Plea Accord 
Proves Elusive 
Deal Would Avert 
Major Court Battle 


By Pierre Thomas 


and Kenneth J. Cooper 
Washington Post Sisff Writers 


Lawyers for Rep. Dan Rosten- 
kowski (D-]IL) and federal prosecu- 
tors continued to negotiate yester- 
day but were unable to reach a plea 
bargain that would forestall a 
lengthy and acrimonious court bat- 
tle, sources familiar. with the negoti- 
ations said last night. 

Although progress was made to~ 
ward an agreement, lawyers for the 
House Ways and Means chairman 
and those with U.S. Attorney Eric 
Holder still had considerable’ differ- 
ences, sources sald.. 

Prosecutors are pushing for a fel- 
ony plea and some jail.time, sources 
said. Rostenkowski’s counsel has in- 
dicated there might be room for 
compromise, but: remains firm that 
Rostenkowski should not be impmns- 
oned. 

‘J don't know how he [Rosten- 
kowski] thinks you can get a felony 
conviction and no jail,” said one fed- 
eral source. Another source said 
that if an agreement is reached, 
‘there will be disgruntled Justice De- 
partment officials. Some 6fficials 
think Rostenkowski should get no le- 
niency. Stili others think federal 
prosecutors may seek overly harsh 
penalties to show their indepen- 
dence, 

Rostenkowski's legal woes are 
fraught with political overtones. As 
chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, he is a kéy ally of 
President Clinton on such critical is- 
sues as héalth care and welfare re- 
form, A Justice Department headed 
by Clinton appdintees 15 overseeing 
the case. Holder -was also‘ appointed 
by Clinton. In addition, Rostenkows- 
ki’s Jead attorney, Robert 5. Ben- 
nett, is representing Clinton on alle- 
gations of sexual harassment. 

Justice officials and Holder, a for- 
mer Supenor Court judge and law- 
yer in the department’s public integ- 
rity division, maintain that the law, 
not politics, will govern the’ Rosten- 
kowski deliberations. 

‘Federal prosecutors have outlined 
to: the Justice Department a broad 
conspiracy to defraud the govern- 
ment case against Rostenkowski, in- 
cluding charges that the lawmaker 
paid employees for work not done 
and that he misused official accounts 
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Lawyers for House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Dan Rostenkowshl 
(D-I11.) remain firm that Rostenkowskl should not be Imprisoned. 


for leased cars, office supplies and 


.office space. He has publicly denied 


all the charges. 

The latest rotund of talks carne af- 
ter prosecutors had actually set a 
date for seeking an indictment this 
week, said officials who nonetheless 
noted the situation was volatile with 
delays possible. During the week- 
end, offtciats had expressed pessi- 


mism that the matter could be re-. 


solved. 

Rostenkowski and Bennett were 
expected to-meet yesterday and 
then the talks would resume with 
Holder. As discussions- continue, 
Rostenkowski appears to be waging 
a last-ditch effort to salvage a politi- 
cal career that has spanned 36 
years, A guilty plea could give hima 
window of opportunity to do so, albe- 
it a small one. 

House rules do not compel 2 
member convicted of criminal charg- 
es to resign from office or leadership 
positions, but such members are 
likely to face an ethics investigation 
and disciplinary actions that range 
from reprimand or censure to expul- 
sion. 

House rules state members con- 
victed of a crime punishable by at 
least two years in prison “should re- 
frain’’ from committee business and 
voting in.the House—although they 
do not have to—until they are re- 
elected or their presumption of} inno- 
cence is reestablished. 

A separate mile that pertains to 


House Democrats only requires 
them to relinquish committee chair- 
manships if indicted ona felony pun- 


ishabJe by at feast two years in pris- 
on, unless a majority of House. 


Democrats waive the rule. 

Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner Jr. 
(R-Wis.) said yesterday he had pre- 
pared two resolutions to expel or 
censure Rostenkowski if he accepts 
a plea bargain on any charges. “Ros- 
tenkawski could plead guilty to a fel- 
ony and still keep his office,” Sensen- 
brenner said. “Felons don’t belong in 
Congress.” 

If Rostenkowski pleads guilty to a 
serious felony, Sensenbrenner said 
he would: offer the expulsion resolu- 
tion immediately. If he pleads to a 
felony punishable by less than two 
years or a misdemeanor, Sensen- 
brenner would offer the censure res- 
olution, which could force Roasten- 
kowski to give up his chairmanship 
under Democratic Caucus rules. 

Unhlke Democrats, House Repub- 
licans are not required to give up 
committee leadership positions if 
they are tndicted on a serious felony 
and one, Rep. Joseph M. McDade 
(R-Pa.) continues as the ranking Re-. 
publican on the House Appropria- 


tions Committee déspite his indict- 


ment on racketeering charges. 
Sensenbrenner said McDade’s sit- 
uation is different: “If Mr. McDade 


“was convicted that would be a differ- 


ent matter. He’s just indicted.” 
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: THR YASHROTON TINES 


Rep: ‘Dan, Roster Ἰς ‘iis 
cussing through attorneysia. plea, 
agreement: with federal: ‘prosecu! 


tors that’may include his: resigna: 


1 tion from’Congréss but does not’ 
Avi preclude, a:jail sentence, accord: 

ft. ing-torfederal. and congressional 
ey SOUrces. 


‘The possible agreement, which 


. was the “subject of meetings. 


throughout the day yesterday be: 


‘Jot tween federal prosecutors and Mr. 


Rostenkowski's attorneys; may be 
announced as éarly as ‘Thursday! 
“ΠΡ like deals inthemak 


©, 
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negotiations. Batis J just too soon 


' (ὁ. [what the details are), . cand 
anyone telling -you- different. just. 
doesn't, know ‘what he’s: talking” 
about” The: talks ‘oould: easily"” 


break down, the person said. 


lf they-dont: “break: down, said 


afother;: announcement ‘ofa deal 
“could. be rthis week, possibly 
Thursday”, 

What i is going ὁη- behind the 
scenes Js“closely :guarded, said 
those close-to.the high-stakes ne- 
patiations: between US. Attorney 
Eric Holdet:Jt: and: Mr. Rosten- 
kowski’s lead: attorney, Robert δ, 
Bennett. 


uskimay agree to jail 


ing,” said-one person close to. the 


While details-are scarce, this 
‘much is Known; 

¢ Mr Holder has “drawn‘a line 
inthe sand” about what he expects 
from Mr Rostenkowski in order to 
Cut ἃ deal: This hard stance stems 
from Mr. Holder's days as a judge 


in Washington and 12-years as a 


public, integrity lawyer at the Jus- 
tice Department’ 

4 Line: prosecutors, who have 
been conducting a criminal probe 
of the House post office for over 
‘two years, atearguing to superiors 
that the-Linois Democtat should 
be convicted of at least'one felony 
countiavolving public corruption. 

oMr. Bennett has taken a hard 


ΤΙΣ 


stance ὉΠ ἃ sine of the pro- 
posed criminal counts against his 
client, arguing that some are’for 
inconséquentia! offenses or ace 
tions by the congressman (δὰ! 
were permitted under Hotise 
tules-Mr Bennett, who once svas 


aprasecutar, believes Hatiseriles, 


have been inconsistent: over’ the: 
years and; as a result, are lary’ 

«Me Rostenkowsii warits (0 
avoid an embarrassing. ahd. 
lengthy trial that-could put on the 
stand not only him; but also fellow 
politicians, staffers’ lobbyists and 
family friends. ” ) 

‘The 184erny congressman be” 
lieves "ἃ sTesoliition’.to: the case 


resignation 


could dampen sone of the public ἡ 


indignity οἵ" ἃ trial and of being 


forced to step down as chairman of 
the Ways and Means Committee. 
House Democratic Caucus. rules. 
require chairmen and subcommtit: 


“tee chairmen to step aside should - 


‘they de indicted for any felony that 
carries ἃ sentence of.wo years or 
more, 

eCutting a ‘plea agreement 
could reduce any jai) time for-Nir 
‘Rostenkowski. 

The postoffice scandal, first re 
ported by The Washington Times 
inJanuary 1992, began asaninves- 


‘See PLEA, page Al? 
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From page Al 


tigation of iegal-drug’sales and 
embezatement by post office eft- 
ployees and House staff. ’ 
To date, six former low-level em 
ployees have pleaded .guilty’ to 
such charges, ἃς has the former: 
chief of stalf at the in-house mail 
facility, an administrative assis- 
tant to former Rep, Joe Kolter, 
Pennsylvania Democrat; and Rob- 
ert V. Rota, ihe former postmaster: 

In his putlty plea last summer, 
Rota claimed he was also involved 
in a stamps-forcash scheme with 
several members of Congress, i- 
cluding a““Congressman A’ and a 
“Congressman B,” who were di- 
verting ap propriated House funds 
19 personal use. 

Official House vouchers for 
| stamps showed that Congressmen 


a eet ee 


\ 


wrt a 
SoM rt panes a Bie 
al 


Aand B were Mr. Kolter and Mr. 
Rostenkowski. Both men-have de 


- tied all wrongdoing, , 


They’ have, invoked: their ΝΣ 
Amendment right not to testify be: 
fore the federal grand jury. 

Federal’ prosecutors signifl- 
‘cantly expanded, their review of > 
Mr. Rostenkowski after news ἼΩΝ 


ports stiggestéd hé may have hired: 


so-called ghost employees and im: 
properiy used official House and 
‘campaign funds to lease cars and ¢ 
office space for personal benefit. 

The Times reported earler,this 
year that Mz; Rostenkowski rein: 
bursed the US, Treasury about 
$82,000 for congressional office 
purchases he made over a six-year 
period that came under prosécu- 
torial scrutiny, 

Mr. Rostenkowski said thar 
while he did not believe he broke 
any House rules or laws, he was 
making the reimbursements using 
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What is going on behind the scenes is closely 
“puiarded, said those close to the negotiations. 


both personal and campaign funds 
‘On the advice of his attorneys. 

Until recently, thet Ways and 
‘Means chairman has ‘not only 
maintained his innocence, but also 
maintained -his normally hectic 
schedule of daylong meetings on 
matters involving health care, tax 
policy and welfare reform. 


“If theré had been something 


wrong, he didn’t show it)” said one 
of several members who have 
watched Mr, Rostenkowski closely, 
That has changed recently, how- 
ever, amid news reports of a plea 
bargain. 

Nat onty has hus mood changed, 
said another member close to Mr. 


_ Rostenkowski, but concerns are 


running high in Congress that his 


departure could have a negative 
eltect-on President Clinton's do- 
mestic policy agenda. 

Only a few Democrats, such as 
Speaker Thomas δ, Foley, Wash: 
ington Democrat, have stepped 
forward lately in support of the 
Chicago politician. 

Mr. Foley, ma meeting with re 
porters on Thursday praised Mr 
Rostenkiwski as “one of the most 
importam sitting members in key 
areas of congressional legislation 
and policy before this Congress. 
He is a man of enormous experi: 
ence and ability and value” the 
speaker said, 

While saying that he had “confi: 


dencein him as... a man of integ- 
ΠΝ and an able legislator” the 
speaker also said that “nobody in 
the Congress is indispensable.” 
Such talk about nobody being 
indispensable was heard often yes- 
terday among senior and junior 
Democratic members, 


"It’s really kind of sad;" said one’ 


senior House official, “The body's 
not even cold yet and they're pick- 
ing at the bones,” the official said, 
recalling the last days of former 
Speaker Jim Wright, Texas Demo- 
crat, who was forced to resign five 
years ago next month over ques- 
tionable book and land deals, 
Those close to Mr Rostenkowski 
claim “the chairman” as he's often 
called, is still working hard to nail 
dwn hundreds of political chits 
heneeds tobuild consensus for Mr. 
Clinton's health care reform pack- 


ape, 
“He's still barking out the or- 


ders," said one member who deals 


with Mr. Rostenkowski regularly. | 
"He's used t0 pressure,” the con: |: 


pressman said, but he added that 
“it is beginning to take its toll” 
Others close to “Rosty’ as his 


friends call him, have detected a | 
similar resignation in the broad |’ 
and burly congressman's face, es |' 
pecially when news leaked tast | 


week about the plea negotiations, 
"He became dejected, ... not 
just about himself due for the 
health plan,” a colleague said. 
“Its over” said one member 
who's spoken tohim in recent days, 
“He's working hard not to show it” 
the member said, but “you can see 
the disappointment in his eves.” 
Mr. Rostenkowsk's office de- 
chned to comment, referring all 
calls t Mr. Bennett, who also de- 
clined to comment, 
Attorney General Janet Reno 
Mustapproveany pleaagreement, 
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Staff Reporter of, TE Wau δα ΣΕΥ JOURNAL _tployees are named in the aaa going 1 «589 . 2 
‘Former’ Iran-Contra~ prosecutor..Dan. .. back more ‘than two decades. Mr. Webb js Character: 
expected ! {0 say that‘each employee should _ lor SEC -.325 - VEO re 
constitute a ‘separate count. Classification: 


»»-" 


ἰ F 
| .  $Webb, who has been retained-by Rep..Dan 
1Rostenkowski to ‘defend him against “an” 
} 


- kowski’s 


afemwe © 
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᾿ | 
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᾿Δη 15. expectéd: to- 


‘array of corruption charges, is stepping, 
into a politically charged case that will 
probably ‘mean a-trial: lasting--several 
weeks and involving scores of witnesses. . 
.~ Arralenment.in the case is Friday, and- 
the. trial is:unlikely to begin until. at. least z 
this. fail. = 

meantime, Mr. 
Webb will be: pre: : 
paring, to attack: 
weaknesses in, {πὸ Eee 
government’s ;  CaSe~ eae 


the == 
LEGAL 


In 


Ἢ att 
file a series of pre- καὶ Li 


wee 


trial motions to nar-~ 


Ge 
row It. s&s 


=e 


seen ore 
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The ‘17-count” in- 


‘dictment; though: overseen ἼΣ two smart ---Kowski. behind. bars-for.many months, .if : 


and; ‘pattle-tempered : «veterans «Οὗ -public- 
corruption probes, Eric Holder and John 
Campbell, has left some defense attorneys: 
and former prosecutors positing.that-some} 


ΟἹ the charges - ‘may -be .barred .by | the. 


passage of time and éthér“problers. The 
Ilinois Democrat was certainly aware of at 
least some of these possible flaws in the 
case when he rejected a plea bargain that 
would have sent him to: - prison: for: six. 
months. 

_ Experts In this area of the law say that 
the very language of the indictment seems. 
to indicate that the government had diffi- 
culty matching its.evidence with crimi- 
nal charges. ae 

That’s not to say that.the government 
doesn’t have a case; U.S. Attorney Holder 
knew he would’face fough. scrutiny In 


‘bringing an indictment. But,: when dis- 


sected and digested, it doesn’t appear to be 
as strong as it seemed’ when announced 
last Tuesday, according to these lawyers, 
only some of whom represent aides to Rep. 
Rostenkowski. 

Mr. Webb. was brought in -to, replace. 
Robert. Bennett, who was. Rep. Rosten- 
third defense lawyer and had. 
clashed with. the Jawmaker in recent: 


weeks, Mr. Webb, a former U.S. attorney 


“In Chicago from '1981- 85, is a partner at 
Winston & Strawn in, that city. As part of 
the Iran-Contra prosecution team, he won. 
a. conviction of former. National: ‘Security. 
Adviser. John Poindexter; the conviction 
was overturned on appeal, partly because: 
Mr. Poindexter had-been granted immu- 
-nity for his congressional testimony. 

An early defense motion will probably 
attack the fact-that. prosecutors lumped 
into, one count numerous instances of 
ep. p. Rostenkowski’ 5 allegedly, putting peo- - 
js: gayroll; wh who did=Nittle: or: 0°: 


. terms of ‘the money. ‘the (lawmaker is | 
Le na ν charges account: for the vast ma- 


- many of the, older alleged ' ‘incidents are 


- jndictment’ might thus be successfully | 


If the judge agrees, Mr. Webb should So ay 
then be able to get charges involving eight 
-of. the workers.dropped -because .the. five; 
year statute of limitations has expired. 
Some of. the:.allegations, regarding the. 
‘remaining | sx: should: be-barred-by time,,. 
too. ᾿ 
- And if that works, then the government | 
is left’ with a@,shell of its original ‘case in: 


Submitting Office: 


‘alleged’ to” have Stolen.. The ghost-em- . 
jority of: those ‘funds :- $500,000-—. but if 


~/dropped’ out,’ the’government'’s . case: ap- 
pears to involve less than $100,000. But that *: 
“would still’ be enough to-put-Mr.° Rosten-: ° 


‘convicted. 

, Many of the alleged cash-for- “stamps 
Nincidents;!which areialso rolled: together, 
-also..took;,place more. -than. five: -years 
850. 

ἢ Anolher pdssible. Shag fo for’ the govern: 
ment: In language that-links together-the-/. 
first (flye counts, :prosecutors allege aj 
broad scheme by Rep. Rostenkowsk! in- 
, ‘volving, ‘the: House’*Post Office, ghost 
workers, gift and‘car purchases. But the 
actual‘mail-fraud and wire-fraud charges; 
in those counts appear to apply only to two 
of those four. areas. Attorneys say that the 
sweeping language of the beginning of the ' 


challenged 1 ina pretrial motion. Pe 


Other: possible. defense motions include | 
moving the trial, for at-least some of .the 
counts, to Chicago. The defense might also. ᾿ 
raise the speech-or- -debate Clause of’ the 
‘Constitution, which limits lawmakers’ lia- 
bility:for:some official acts. That defense’ : 
was successful for Sen. David Durenberger. 
‘(R.; Minn.) last year, although he has been- 
reindicted: Rep. Joseph McDadé"(R., Pa:), 
indicted more than two years ago, has also. 
raised that defense in a motion to dismiss . 
the illegal- gratuities case against him, and 
a. federal appeals. court: Ἕ ἜΠΒΕρΙτΟ Jo* : 


᾿ 


decide it soon. ; δ; ie: 


Some attorneys say a’ διε: ἣν omission | 
in the indictment is’ the’lack’of a'tax-eVa- ὁ 
sion ‘charge. That: could indicate. -that: 
prosecutors can’t prove ‘that. Rep:-Rosten- 
kowski himself pocketed : thes money- he 
allegedly stole, and-if..they..can’t show.. 
that, the jury may be less likely to convict 
the 18-term legislator. 


Rep. Rostenkowski has plenty of poten: | 
~tial to be a sympathetic defendant, with his 
cuinpled, grandfatherly j image. he 
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.ghost employees, says his clients Have 


, SayS the incident wasn't:as serious as {t 
, Tay seem. “When the story.ts told, it will | 


tify in support: of the government. And 


, Immuntty are susceptible to perjury 
. charges {f they lie on the witness stand. 


lowed last year to plead guilty to only three: 
᾿ misdeméanor counts Inexchange.for coop: 


Ἵ Moreover, many witnesses — including 
most of the alleged ghost employees -— will 
testify about innumerable kindnesses that’ 
the lawmaker has done for them and others 
over.the years. 

Furthermore, they'll say they worked— 
perhaps typing envelopes at home, but still 
doing. official tasks. Attorney James Cole, 
who represents eight: of the 14 alleged 


already toid Higbee el they did official 
Work, and will do so again-in court, 

The indictment charges that one of the 
alleged ghost employees was told by Rep. 
Rostenkowski not to tell the grand jury 
about some engraving work he did for him, 
The witness-tampering charge is perhaps 
the most serious in the indictment, notonly . 
because {t carries stiff penalties on its own, 
but because, under the federal sentencing. 
guidelines, it intensifies the penalties fay 
some of the other charges. 

But Mr. Cole, the engraver’s attorney, 
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be seen to be very innocuous,” he says. 
Mr. Holder said last week, though, that — 
a number of Rostenkowsk! aides wilt tes- 


even those who have been granted limited 


Both: sides may try to impugn the 
other’s witnesses. On one hand, attorneys 
for some of the alleged ghost employees . 
are being paid by Rep. Rostenkowski’s Ὁ 
campaign fund,:a fact that prosecutors ; 
may try to ralse before a jury. 

On the other hand, Mr. Webbis likely to 
try to bring up the fact that former House 
Postmaster Robert Rota, the key witness 
on the cash-for-stamps charges, was al- | 


erating ‘with the government. ‘Further: 


oe 
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more, he hasn’t yet been sentenced. 

‘In addition, the jury is liable to learn 
that one of the alleged ghost employees— 
Rep, Rostenkowski’s former son-in-law 
and the only one named in the indictment 
who is expected to back up the govern- 
ment’s case — was involved in a bitter 
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x hatit describéd as stacks of merchandise converted to his personal use,” the newspa- 
‘from the House stationery storeplledupin —per said, “ee — -- — - 


the basement of a building owned by for- - The Susf-Times said the photographer, 
Walter Pérkins, sold the photos to the news- 
ΝΕ = paper Because he was not paid for his work 
o-Theitems included crystal vases bearing by thd law firm that hired him. Mr. Rosten- 
_congressional geals, 12 wooden armchairs kowski changed lawyers during the week- 
{|< still in shipping cartons, luggage and beer end. 
‘mugs — many ‘similar to those mentioned The newspaper quoted Mr. Perkins as 
vin last week's federal indictment accusing saying that when he entered the basement, 
-the Ulinéis Democrat of fraudulent © “I couldn't believe it. It was like King Tut’s 
schemes to use taxpayer money for hisown tomb.” 
ΐ ἜΝ εὐ Mr, Rostenkowski, 66, is a key ally of 
᾿ς, The ‘newspaper said the photos were President Clinton on health care reform ἢ 
taken In February by a photographer hired and other major issues. The indictment, 
by oné of, the congressman's attorneys in handed up May 31, forced him to give up 
the'basement of a Chicago building owned his position as chairman of the powerful 
= by Mr. Rostenkowski. _ Ways and Means Committee, although he 
[im “The congressman's lawyers apparently : remains a member of the panel. 
‘lit were taking inventory of the merchandise The Ylinois Democrat has denied any | 
‘to buttress thelr contention that many of’ wrongdoing and sald he expects to be exon- | 
‘|: the items Mr, Rostenkowski is accused of _ erated. εν 
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By Paul M. Rodriguez 


THE WASHINGTON 


When Rep. “Dari ‘Rostenkowski is ar- 
rargned in U.S. District Court today, he will 
venture into a realm of government.that 
Jawmakers rarely encounter firsthand. . 

But the Illinois Democrat’s excursion 
into the criminal justice system will not 
include the perks and privileges many 
members of Congress are used to, federal 
officials said. 

Mr. Rostenkowski, who is expécted to 
plead not guilty to 17 felony counts of pub- 
lic corruption, “will be treated with respect 
because of who he is, but no different than 
any other prisoner” a U.S. Marshals Ser- 
vice spokesman said. 

“He will undergo what thousands of oth- 
ers go through: He'll be processed?’ the 
spokesman said. 

A Rostenkowski spokesman said it was 
not clear if the former chairman of the 
Housé Ways and Means Committee would 
be booked before or after entering his plea 
to charges contained in a federal indict- 
ment handed up May 31. 

“Those details have not been worked 
out,” the spokesman said. 

Either way, the booking process will be 
essentially the same for Mr. Rostenkowski 
as for any ‘other suspect, officials said. 

If he is processed before his plea, he will 
be delivered by his attorneys to a députy 
marshal, who will take the lawmaker to the 
central cellblock in the basement of the 
federal courthouse at Third Street and Con- 
sotution Avenue NW. 

There, Mr. Rostenkowski will be finger- 
printed and photographed. He also will be 
required to answer questions and fill out 
forms for the probation department, the 
aN of Prisons and the Marshals Ser- 


t 


‘No VIP perks in cellbk 
for Rostenkowski visit today 


, has a dozen or so detainees from earlier . 


oe 


Ἢ heis booked after his plea, the 66-year _. crat, who asked not to be named. 


into a-:small holding cell with other prison- 


‘booked. 


ock 


old congressman will be escorted through 
the back of US. District Judge Norma ΗΟ]- 
loway Johnson’s fourth-floor courtroom 


ers. : 
Late in the day, the holding cell usually 


proceedings-— some waiting to be pro- 
cessed, others waiting to be transférred to 
prisons or nearby jails. 

A deputy marshal will escort Mr. Rosten: 
kowski through a series of locked doors to 
an elevator that will carry them to the base- 
ment, where the 18-term congressman will 
be held in the central cellblock until he is 


The.central cellblock, like the holding 
cell, is segregated by sex. Both are cagelike 
pens, but the cellblock is much larger and 
capable of holding dozens of prisoners in a 
common area where privacy is nonexis- 
tent. 


After processing, Mr. Rostenkowsk) will 
be escorted by a deputy marshal to a public 
exit. 


Mr. Rostenkowski will be free on his own 
recognizance but will have to check in reg- 
ularly with probation department officials 
until-his trial is completed and a verdict 
rendered. 


What’s more, he will not be allowed to 
travel far fromm his homes in Washington 
and Chicago without first gaining permis- 
sion, and his passport probably will be con- 
fiscated. 


A senior Democrat who calls himself a 
friend of the gregarious and burly con- 
gressman said: “After the indignity of go- 
ing through the system, he’ll find that it 
gets worse.” 


“The chill you feel from your colleagues 
can get pretty bad,” said the senior Demo- 
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Rostenkowski 


Team Adds 
A D.C. Voice 


Chicagoan Hires 
hk. Kenneth Mundy 


᾿ By ToniLocy 
and Pierre Thomas 
Washington Post Su! Writers 


Rep. Dan Rostenkowski (D-IIl.) 
yesterday added Washington lawyer 
R. Kenneth Mundy to his defense 
team in what legal observers said 
was a smart strategic move to woo 
D.C. jurors in the likely event, the 
case goes to trial. 

By hiring Mundy, Rostenkowski, 
the former chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, put 
prosecutors on notice that the feder- 
al corruption case against him will be 
fought intensely. 

Mundy, the defense lawyer who 
helped then-D.C, Mayor Marion 
Barry defeat the most serious charg- 
es against him in his 1990 trial on 
drug and perjury charges, is known 
for his ability to develop a rapport 
with jurors and sway them to his cl- 
ent’s side, 

He joins a stable of defense law- 
yers, mostly from Chicago, led by 
Dan Καὶ. Webb, a former US. attor- 
ney in that city. 

G. Allen Dale, another Washing- 
ton defense lawyer, said Mundy is 
among the best. at relating to jurors. 
“You have to make them believe that 
you believe tn your client. Ken Mun- 
dy does that,” he said. 

John T. Kotelly, who was a prose- 
cutor in the federal sting operation 
known as Abscam, agreed with that 
assessment. “Ken Mundy certainly 
knows D.C. jurors as well as any- 
body in this town,” he said. “Things 
play differently in front of D.C. juries 
than they do in front of Chicago ju- 
ries.... If Dan Webb is smart, he 
will use Ken Mundy as much as he 
can.” 
But who will take the lead is the 
question asked by Reid Weingarten, 
a former prosecutor in the Iran-con- 
tra case involving illegal diversion of 
arms profits, “These are both guys 


THE WASH) 


District lawyer R. Kenneth Mundy, right, may be called on to use his 
persuasive powers before jurles on behalf of Rep. Dan Rostenkowski. 


who: are used to running their own 
ships,” Weingarten said. “It will be 
interesting to observe the dynamic.” 

Weingarten said the two lawyers 
could complement each other, 
Webb, “the lawyer’s lawyer” with his 
command of the law, and Mundy 
with his charm and ability to think 
quickly on his feet. 

Lawyers for both sides in the Ros- 
tenkowski case are to appear today 
before U.S. District Judge Norma 
Holloway Johnson. The purpose of 
the hearing is to set a schedule for 
motions to be filed. The defense also 
may take the opportunity to raise 
challenges to the indictment on con- 
stitutional grounds, which could de- 
lay if for months. 

After negotiations with the U.S. 
attomey’s office, Rostenkawski de- 
cided against pleading guilty and 
broke ties with well-known Washing- 
ton lawyer Robert 5. Bennett. 

In late May, a grand jury accused 
Rostenkowski, a legendary Chicago 
politician, of engaging in a pattern of 
corrupt activities during the last 20 
years. 

The grand jury charged that the 
18-term veteran of Congress abused 
his office in a range of ways, from 
putting “ghost employees” on his 
payroll and trading stamps for cash 
at the House Post Office to using his 
office account to buy expensive gifts 
for friends and tampering with po- 
tential witnesses against him. 
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Mundy, who grew up in Akron, 
Ohio, is well connected and well 


known in the community. He has | 


said he became a lawyer because 
there were few other professional 
choices for blacks, 


He graduated from Kent State ᾿ 


University and Case Western Re- 
serve Law School. After graduating 
from law school, he became one of 
the first blacks to work for the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 
where he was employed for seven 
years. 

Sources on Capitol Hill said Ros- 
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tenkowski worried how his case - 


would play before jurors from the 
District’s predominantly black popu- 
lation. 


With Mundy, he has a Jawyer who , 


has won important cases before such 
jumes. 

In the Barry case, Mundy is cred- 
ited with raising enough questions 
that jurors deadlocked on the most 
serious charges against the former 
mayor. 


In 1979, Mundy’s rapport with ju- - 


rors may have been a key element in 
the racially charged murder trial of 
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Terrence Johnson, a black 15-year- δ 3 a Ao 


οἷά accused of shooting two white , 


police officers in Prince George's 
County. 

Johnson was acquitted of one mur~ 
der by reason of temporary insanity 
and received a reduced sentence for 
the other. 


Oo Ὁ 


ων; = ἘΞ 5 - ~w 


\GTON Post 


EQ 
- ᾿ 


9. 


Rostenkowski Wasn’t Alone in Buying 
China, Chairs at House Stationery Store 


By Walter Han 
Washmgton Post Staff Writer 


Attorneys for Rep. Dan Rosten- 
kowski (D-LIl.) go into court today.to 
serve notice that they intend to chal- 
‘lenge the government’s indictment 
of the former Ways and Means Com- 
mittee chairman on grounds that the 


executive branch is accusing him of 


numerous crimes that are, at worst, 
violations of legislative branch rules. 
“How can you premise a criminal 
case based on rulemaking by .one 
house ‘of. Congress?” one of Rosten-. 
kowski’s attorneys said yesterday. A, 
major: ‘approach of the: defensé team 
in challenging,the indictment is that 
the separation of powers allows the 
legislative branch to make its own, 
rules and punish its-own members 
for violations, he satd. 
None of the charges against the 
18-term congressman have drawn as 
much private criticism on Capitol 
Hill as the two counts arising out of 


prosecutors’ accusations that Ros- | 


tenkowski spent ““more: than 

$40,000” from:his official House δὲς 

| pense allowance at the*House: Sta- 
tionery Store. 

‘ Rostenkowski is ‘accused of. violat- 
ing thé law by using taxpayers’ mon- 
ey to purchase 250 pieces of fine chi- 
na from the store between April 1988: 
and the end of 1991. Most of the chi-- 
na“was allegedly. given-as wedding 
presents to friends and others. 

‘The : House .clerk’s: quarterly: re- 


ports, show: that other: members. of: 


Congress, and, their staffs purchased 
$180,000 worth of.china during the 
same penod. The records do not in- 
dicate—and House officials will not 
disclose—who, bought the, other chi- 
na or whether they. paid for their 
purchases with their official expense 
allowances or private funds, 

A spokesman for U.S. Attorney Er- 
ic H. Holder Jr. would not say wheth- 
er, investigators have reviewed House 
Stationery Store purchases. by other 
members. Two.House officials with 
knowledge of the- - investigation said 
they. were. unaware of-any review. of 

stationery,storé, buying by members 
other than Rostenkowski. 

Over the-past 20 years,. -allowanc- 


es given members of Congress have. 


varied. After changes i in the late 
1970s, members were given an of- 


fice allowance, a clerk-hire or payroll. 


allowance, a travel allowance and,. 
more recently, an. allowance for 


‘sending out free mail called a frank- 


ing allowance. 

The total amount for each mem- 
ber varies, depending on the size of 
the district and its distance from 
Washington. But the allowances can 
amount to around $1 million, with 
the member’having. the right to dip 
into one pot if another is used up. 

UndersHouse précédures, pur- 
chases charged in the House Station- 
ery Store to a legislator’s office ac- 
count appear in a monthly bill: At: 
that time, the: House’ member indi- 
cates which purchases, if any, were 
privateand reimburses. the govern- 


‘ment for their cost plus a 10 percent 


service charge. The remaining items 
are charged to the member’s offtcial 
office expense allowance. 

Under House regulations estab- 
lished.in 1978 and refined in 1979, a 
member's official allowance is not to 
be used for'donations or gifts, other 
than exchanges with. foreign digni- 
taries or legislators or flags that had 
been flown over the Capitol for con- 
stituents: 

Since the onset of the investiga- 


tion of Rostenkowski 1 in 1992, there 


has been'a sharp increase in reim- 
bursements to the House Stationery 
Store. The repayments, which once. 
averagéd less than $400,000 a quar- 


_.ter on overall purchases: of roughly 


$1.7 million, grew.to more than 
$600,000 in 21993 quarter that had 
about the same amount of business. 
Sets of .china. were not the only 
items that prosecutors say were pur- 
chased illegally with government 


. funds by Rostenkowski. ἡ 


Between April: 1,.1988,.and Dec. 
31, 1991, according to the indict- 
ment, Rostenkowski also used. 
$23,000. of his allowance to pur- 
chase “approximately 60” wooden 
armchairs. hand-painted with the 
Capito! on. the front and the Illinois 


“congressman's name on, the back, 


$12,000: for “approximately, 60” 
crystal sculptures of.the Capitol and 
$2,200 for luggage... 

“All these items, the..indictment 


says, Rostenkowski kept “for his and 
his family’s personal use, or gave 
them as gifts to personal friends’ ‘and 
associates.” 

[In the first.nine’ ‘months of 1991, 
however, the House Stationery 
Store sold far more luggage than 
that purchased by. Rostenkowski— 
at least $18,000.worth, according to 
the clerk’s report. In June 1991, 
someone other than, Rostenkowski 
purchased $9,745 worth of wooden 
armchairs made by the Hitchcock 
Co. And in 1990 and 1991, ’the 
House Stationery’ Store*sold 48 of 
the crystal scilptures of the Capitol, 


according to one ‘knowledgeable | 
source who asked not to be identi-. 


fied. As with the china, neither: the 
companies involved nor the Ho 
Stationery. ‘Store will disclose who; 
made these purchases or whether 
they were ultimately paid for out of 
official or personal funds. 

General Accounting Office audits 
of the House Stationery Revolving 


Fund for-recent years show that, on 
average, only 13 percent of the | 


store’s roughly $8 million.in annual 
sales: was.reimbursed with‘ private 
funds along:with the 10 percent ser- 
vice charge. 

On the day of the indictment, 
Holder was asked if it would be hard 
to prove that Rostenkowski commit- 
ted a criminal act in making-his pur- 
chases because he was not the first 
House member to buy such gifts and 
pass them ‘out.’ “Isn’t: that a case of 


shifting standards?” one reporter | 
asked, 
Holder responded that “there may | 


be‘isolated instances where perhaps 
somebody bought a particular. item 
. but we're dealing here with ‘con- 
duct, as I said, that is extrénjely 
broad, extremely long in duration, 
and I think that is what differentiates 
it from what you fust described.* 
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A review of Rostenkowski’s~ “sti SECU Γι 60 23 Ν- - / 


cial allowance spending at the Housé 
Stationery Store over several‘yéars | 
shows that only from November 
1990 to March 1991, when he pur- 


-chased the chairs: and the crystal ὁ 
Capitols, did he, make office.find. ἢ 


purchases at the store. at higher dev. 
els than most.members. 
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Defensé-Scolded al Failure to Move Faster 


B Tail sat "(on drug. and obstruction of eee 
ΜΕ ΤΗΝ ΠΡ ais charges. 
y *’Rostenkowski, former: chairman’. 

U. 3 Distt Judge. Nori Hello, of ‘the, House ‘Ways and’Means Com- * 
. Way oAnson insisted yesterday’ mittee, is charged with e 
ἡ she would: tolerate’ no‘ delays: ‘in ithe ‘pattérn. of - coreunt aclvites during 
4 Da τ ἜΝΙ ‘the, ἰΔ5ὲ.20, γεᾶγϑ, including ῥυϊάπρ, 
: ΕΝ first: address constitutional chal: ashost: éniployées” ‘on his payroll, 

_ trading stamps’ for cash at the’House 


: » lenges by defense attomeys., ᾿ς 
‘Johnson, a. former. D.C, Superior ‘Post Office, using his ‘office.to hand , 


Submitting Office: 
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4 Court judge knowni for her ability‘to out: expensive: ‘gifts.:to: friends and ; 
‘ run a trial, chastised defense attor- tampering: »with potential. “witnesses ° 
“ney Dan. K. Webb, of: ‘Chicago,. ‘for against” him. ‘He ‘has pleaded not! 
" failing to initiate ἀπῈ] last week the guilty: © ᾿ i 
Lp ‘process tin which. the; ‘government. After Webb and Assistant U.S, ' 
\ hands over eviderice to the'defense. Attorney.Larry R. Parkinson. argued |. 
4, Webb was to contact the prosecu- - over the exchange of evidence; John- Ὁ 
tion when he was ready to — son set dates for the key motions on. 
the evidence. - - constitutional issues to be filed: Aug. 
“We have lost.2 i month’ since Rode 5 for. the defense and Sept. 2 for the? 
3 ee Hi ga on the: ἢ govéernment'to respond. | 
Saviie: the wast'ssiysdisheact. "Webb said ‘he will file three-mo- _ 
ened”. by the defense's failure ἘΠ ‘tions ‘challenging‘the 17-couint ἰη-΄ 
start the so-calle d discovery’ process ictment on constitutional grounds. 7 
until Tuesday of Jast week, Johnson: The: defense will: ‘argue. that: only. 
vowed to keep the highly publicized? ι Congress: can define its rulés and: 
5] and: ‘responsibility to get this’ ‘case ae ‘because of that, the indictment 
ἑ moving. } “ yidlates the so-called speech and de- 
hy Both sides told Johnson they, _ bate ἀπά rule-making clauses of the 
;would try to determine: ‘quickly. “Constitution. 
whether the newest member, ofthe: ᾿ “Essentially, we bélieve the indict - 
Rostéenkowski defense team, Wash- ment is illegal andi improper because-. 
| ington lawyer, R.. Kenneth. Mundy, ‘it, violates” thoseclausés, Webb told. 
has.a possible conflict of interest in - reporters after the half-hour hearing. 
ἢ the case. . ‘before Johnson.-: 
; 
ft 


Mundy. played down the concerns , - -Because the defense suspects that 
of the prosecution over his represen- some of the evidence ‘presented to 
tation of Gerald W. Weaver II, a for- the giand jury violates those consti- 
mer aide to oné-time represéntativé. 

; Joséph Kolter‘(D-Pa:)‘and one:of * tutional’ tenets,’ Webb plans to ask 
Ἧ 


several people who cooperated with Johrison to review the transéript of 


See WE -180073. δι N-ALZ 
δ] the: government in its investigation: - ‘the secret proceedings to determine 


᾿ ee 
δι of the House Post Office.’He said he whether they. were “tainted.” , 
ὴ took Weaver's case after Weaver Once those issues are resolved,. ἮΝ 
4 had ,testified -before the grand.jury Johnson said,: she will addréss~de= *]- ay lee, s 
2 and had pleaded guilty; Mundy. rep- fense challenges to any other, counts ° 
ie i resented him only a at ‘his aenteoene in the indictment. 
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Mundy hired 
as co-counsel 


By Paul M. Rodriguez 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


Rep. Dan Rostenkowski's attor- 
neys said yesterday they will file 
motions within 30 days to dismiss 
on ‘constitutional grounds a 17: 
count federal corruption indict: 
ment of the Illinois Democrat. 


Dan Webb, the congressman’s 
lead attorney, also announced that 
R. Kenneth Mundy, a prominent 
Washington lawyer, has been hired 
as co-counsel in what is shaping up 
to be a lengthy court fight fought 
on multiple legal fronts. 


US. District Judge Norma Hol- 
loway Johnson remarked during a 
status hearing yesterday that she 
was “disheartened” at the slow 
pace of lawyers’ exchanges of in- 
formation in the case. She gave Mr. 
Rostenkowski’s legal team until 
Aug. § to file constitutional mo- 
tions and the federal prosecutors 
until Sept. 2 to respond. 


Mr. Webb told reporters after 
the 35-minute hearing that he ex- 
pects to file three motions arguing 
that: 


eMr. Rostenkowski, 66, is 
shielded from prosecution be- 
cause of the Constitution’s speech- 
and-debate clause, which provides 
for federal lawmakers’ itnmunity 
for official actions. 


® Mr. Rostenkowski, the former 
chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee; is’ protected 
under the Constitution's separa- 
tion-of-powers doctrine that gives 
Congress wide latitude in its inter- 


nal rule-making process to set 
standards of conduct for its own 
members. 


8 The grand jury, which indicted 
Mr. Rostenkowski on May 31, may 
have been tainted by improper evi- 
dence submitted by prosecutors 
involving protected internal rec- 
ords of the House. 


“Essentially we believe that the 
indictment is illegal and im- 
proper,’ Mr. Webb said. He said 
Mr. Rostenkowski will attack the 
validity of the indictment based on 
the general concept that “only the 
Congress can make its own rules” 
and enforce them. 


Mr. Rostenkowski, who was 
forced under House Democratic 
Caucus rules to step down as Ways 
and Means chairman when in- 
dicted, is accused of diverting 
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; Phote by Kenneth LamberUThe Washington Tienes 
Lawyer R. Kenneth Mundy denies his addition to the Rostenkowski 


defense team was a ploy to curry favor with black jurors in the District. 


more than S$640,000 in congres- 
sional funds to himself, family and 
friends througha variety of illegal 
schemes. 


Specifically, he is accused of 
stealing about $21,000 ina stamps- 
for-cash scheme set up by former 
House Postmaster Robert V. Rota, 
who pleaded guilty to charges of 
embezzlement and diversion of 
House funds to “several mem- 
bers” through fraudulent stamp 
purchases. 


Mr. Rostenkowski is also ac- 
cused of hiring employees who did 
little or no official work for Con- 
gress, of accepting illegal payroll 
kickbacks and of tampering with 
a witness called to testify before a 
grand jury. 

The congressman, who is seek- 
ing ἃ 19th term in office from Chi- 
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Rostenkowski team to cite Constitution 


cago’s Sth District in November's 
general election, has invoked his 
Fifth Amendment right not to 
testify before a grand jury. He has 
denied all the accusations agains 
him and has accused prosecutors: 
of engaging in a “witch hunt” Ὁ 
cause he is a powerful Democratic 
member of Congress. 

Mr. Webb, a former federal 
prosecutor who is based in Chi- 
cago, was one of several speci 
prosecutors that investigated the 
Iran-Contra scandal in the 1980s. | 

Mr. Mundy, who successfully, 
downgraded Marion Barry’s fe)-~ 
ony drug-and-pérjury indictment! 
jn 1990 to a single misdeamenor, is! 
highly regarded for his ability to, 
establish rapport with local juries 
in favor of his clients. 

In comments yesterday, Mr. 
Mundy denied that he was hired 
because he is a famous black law- 
yer who can win sympathy with a 
jury pool from a predominantly 
black city. | 

“Race is not involved in this’ 
case,” Mr, Mundy told reporters., 
“There is nothing about this case! 
that is based on race. ... That is 
not a factor.” 

Federal prosecutors raised an 
objection to Mr. Mundy’s appear- 
ance in the case because of an un 
explained potential conflict of in- 
terest involving his representation 
of a witness in the long-running 
investigation. 

Mr. Mundy rejected such a 
claim and said he is confident that! 
the judge or 8 legal ethics commit- 
tee would find no such conflict. 

While the legal fight begins in, 
the Rostenkowski case, federal! 
prosecutors continue to investi- 
gate separate. accusations of ils 
legal drug sales and embezzle- 
ment by other federal Jawmakers, 
staff andlobbyists on Capitol Hill, 
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ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Employéés ‘at the House post office: de- 

scribed-their ‘workplace as ascesspool of: 

-sloth’ ‘and disorganization that showed effi- 

' ciency only wien called to do special favors 
for members of Congress. ἢ 

ΙΕ Prominent among thdosé who’ tapped the: 

_ post office for help‘ was 3 Rep.‘Dah- Rosten- 

kowski, the former’ ‘Ways and:Means Com* 

᾿ς mittee ‘chairman now urider fédéral indict- 

mént oni! corruption charges; according. to 

: ‘several thousand pages of- “transcripts re- 
"leased: yesterday, 


ao eee 


The transcripts; from 
. ἢ interviews” ‘conduéted! 

1 {wo years ago. during’ an: 
internal House probe. of: 
its Own-postal’ Systént; - 
portrayed ari operation' 
; where tenis of thousands, 
AL 
‘Aq drawers and even on’ ‘the: 
oi floor, ‘wheré record: — 
keeping ἴ was:-sloppy* or’ 
nonexistent, ‘and ‘whére- 


ιν em ope * 


‘clerk, , 
‘Former! i Postmaster Robért!-V. 
Rota “pretty much would'do anything ' for 
Dan ‘Rostenkowski , Miss Lawson’ ‘told-in: 
vestigators for the Committee- on: House: 
Administration. 

Whilé other House'rnembers and formér' 
members weré é'mentioned as taking advan! 
tage of post office favors, Mr. “Rostenkowski! 
was: ‘singled! out by “sevetal! witiésse8 ‘ as" 
' particularly we) connected. - 

On one occasion, ἃ postal clerk was ‘sent, 
to pitch in answering telephones i in Mr. Ros- 
tenkowski's’ ‘office while his’ Staff attended. 

a- Christmas party. Another: time, ἃ postal’ 
worker ‘spent “months” stamping - calen- 
dars with Mr Rostenkowski’ 3 greetings and' 
mailing them out. Post officé drivers | were’ 
dispatched: ‘to make’ e special pickups for the: 
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ς the control of a nonpartisan administrator, 


2 sward them to favored i lobbyists, 


_job and yet they don't do anything” She said 
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Minois Democrat, Miss Lawson said. 

“Whenever he'd call or wanted some- 
‘thing? i in fact everybody had to jump to it, | 
πὰ know, regardless of what it was,” she 
52] “ ἶ 

Mr. Rostenkowski's office referred ἃ re- 
quést. for comment to Dan Webb, his at- 
torney in the corruption case, who did not 
immediately return telephone calls, 

After the interviews were conducted in 
the | spring of 1992, the.House, ended the 
political: patronage hiring: system at the 
.Post, ‘office and placed the operation under 


‘Michael J. Shinay. 

The problemsat the post of fice were cen- 
tral‘to the investigation that led toMr, Ros- : 
~ teénkowski’ 5 Indictment. ᾿ 

The two. volumes of transcripts, totaling 
“3, 293  Ῥαρές, also provide glimpses into the 
paitisani bickering that accompanied the 
‘panel's: ‘probe — cozy arrangements with 
_ lobbyists, rides to the airport or other dés- 
‘tinations . provided .to certain lawmakers 
and special pickups of campaign contribu- 
tions. | 

‘One: witness, former .postal. secretary 
Margaret Hatcher, told of a secret set of 66 _ 
postal boxes maintained by Rota which. he 
"used to collect ‘dear colleague” letters sent . 
by. House members to each other and for- | 


Rota also handed out Jarge. quantities, of 
* congressional caléndars to lobbyists’as fa- 
vors;. Miss Hatcher said. “Anything that 
came in:«thesmailroom: that: he: thought | 
‘would be.ofsinterest, he would always’ put 
‘away. several cases for himself?’ -inchiding 
“boxes: and‘boxes” of M&Ms candy: that 
‘came in each year, she said: 


_Miss Laivson; also, told of, people. in her 
office who havea’ 50- or.60-thousand-dollar 


one, co-worker was “supposed to be; a com- 
‘puter systems’ manager, and doesn’t know 
really the f irst thing about computers, And 
most of the’ ‘day: he just sits there and talks 


SBC 180073 dub 
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onthe phone ,. .’and comés orgoes’as he - 

pleases, téads the newspaper” 
Rota pleaded guilty a year ago to Ὁ conspir: 

acy,and embezzlement charges: Pa 
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New rules limit 
supplies to office 


By Paul Μ. Rodriguez , | 7 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


| The House .Administration 
| Committee notified members yes- 
| ‘terday of a change in what office 
" supplies and gifts may be charged 
to taxpayers. 

In ἃ one-page letter to: “Mem- 
_ ber’s Personal Attention.” commit: 
tee Chairman Charles Rose of 
North Carolina and California's 


Bill Thomas, the panel’s ranking, 


_ Republican, said charges to office 


᾿ accounts must be for “official pur- 


᾿ chases only” 


_ Thenew rules, which take effect 
on Sept. 1, come in the wake of 


-Rep. Dan Rostenkowski’s $82,000- 


reimbursement. earlier:this year 
| for improper charges on his office. 


| account for personal and cam- ᾿ 


paign supplies and gifts. 
Mr. ‘Rostenkowski, Illinois 
‘Democratand former chairman of 
| the tax-writing House Ways and 
Means Committee, was indicted 
‘May 31 by a federal grand jury on 
| 17 felony counts related to public 
corruption. 

It was as a result of the grand 
jury investigation that the Rosten- 
kowski purchases came to light. 

Certain items currently avail- 

~able. through the stationary store, 
' which is run by the Office Supply 


gift shop, many. of the non- 


-available through the OSS station- 
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Rep. Dan. Rastenkonend was 
indicted on 17 felony counts. 


— 


Service (OSS), will be sold in the 
future through’a gift shop, where | ' 
the public, members and staff can 
make personal purchases. 

The move by the Administration 
Committee to. open. a gift shop 
brings the House in step with the 
Senate and most other federal 
agencies that separate gift items 
from office supply items that can 
be charged to the government. 


Besides standard office-related 
supplies, Office ‘Supply Service 
has provided expensive executive- : 
type goods, crystal and china 
products, and custom-made furni- 
ture tomembers. When purchased 
for personal reasons, there was a 
10 percent surcharge. 

Although furniture isn’t ex- 
pected to be available at the new 


standard office supplies currently 


ary store will be sold at prices 
about 10 percent above cost. 

Mr. Rostenkowski: bought spe- |; 
cially crafted mahagony chairs 
and other expensive gifts through ᾿ 
OSS for constituents and ‘foreign " 
dignitaries. 
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Hearings sought 
on Capitol Police 


House Republicans yesterday 
called for hearings on the re- 
placement of Congress’ police in- 
vestigators during ἃ criminal 
probe of the House post office. 

Reps. Jennifer Dunn of Wash- 
ington and Robert L. Livingston’ 
of Louisiana, Republican mem- 
bers of a subcommittee handling’ 
U.S: Capitol Police matters, 
questioned the actions of former 
Hottse Counsel Steven Ross. 

Mr. Ross has acknowledged 
persuading the U.S. Postal In- - . 
spection Service to be the chief 
law enforcement agency in-the 
BiDpe , replacing the Capitol“Po- 

ice 

Mr. Ross says he believes 
postal inspectors were more qual 


constitutional problems with 
Congress’ police conducting a 


hue. κα .- 


GAO auditing 


use of helicopters 


The General Accounting, Office 
is auditing the use of Marine heli- 
copters by. the White House staff, 
a Republican member of the 


' House said yesterday. 


The audit by-the congressional 


Ἢ investigating office follows a con-. 
- troversy over use of the aircraft 


by White House aides for a trip to 


’ agolf course near Frederick; . 
: Md., leading to the resignation of 


White House aide David Wat- 
kins. 

- The audit was requested by’ 
Rep. Roscoe G. Bartlett, the Re- 
publican representing the district 
where the golf. trip took place. 

He said he wanted to find out if 
staff- members had used the heli- 
copters for personal travel rather 
than official. business. 
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VA may extend benefits~ : lel la, 
for atomic test victims 


Veterans Affairs aban P Date: 29{Ζι  ϑ 
Jesse Brown yesterday propose ἘΒΡΗ͂ΣΕ 
making American veterans who Edition: | AGHA esr 
suffer from health problems as a wn 94a 
result of participation in nuclear 
testing by US. alliés eligible for Tite: Gey -@2 , 


compensation. - 

The Veterans Affairs Depart- 
ment already provides benefits 
for veterans with diseases related 
to radiation exposure from US. 
atmospheric nuclear tests or the 
occupation of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki after World War II. An 
amendment would extend those 
benefits to Americans who 
participated in allied — mainly 
British — atmospheric tests. 
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Legionnaires’ bacteria 
found on-ship 


NEW. YORK — The bacterium 
that causes Legionnaires’. disease 
was, found onthe cruise ship’ Ho- 
rizon, which ¥ was promptly. 
taken. out of service temporarily, 
Célebrity Cruises said yesterday. 

The line’s statement said tests 
conducted Saturday by the fed- 
eral Centers ‘for Disease Control 
and Prevention had disclosed the 
DNA of Legionella bacterium. 
The statement said the,tests were : 
done beforé the ship’s water sys-., 
tem was cleaned when it yeached — 
Bermuda. Celebrity said it be- 


4 


‘Public health officials are in- 
vestigating four confirmed cases 
of Legionnaires’ disease and 18 
other suspected, cases among 
passengers and crew on cruises 
on the Horizon s since last month. 


ee eee peers ee 
Salinger to. head 
Normandy foundation 


The nonprofit Battle of Nor- 
mandy Foundation board of. di- 
rectors elected Pierre Salinger as’ 
its president.. 

Mr. Salinger, who had been 
named interim president, and 
Stan Kaplan, who had been 
named interim chief financial of- 
ficer about three weeks ago, were 
elected unanimously to the posts | 
by the board during a re- 
structuring meeting Tuesday. 


From wire dispatches and staff reports 
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[ἴ S. Files Biting Respor onse to Rostenkowski Defense . 


By Toni Locy 
ΜΠ ρεδρ στο Pod ἃ “δ Wicker 


᾿ Τὴ the pretrial war of words in the 


ἐλιὰ against ‘Rep. Dan Rostenkowski 
(D-IL), prosecutors ‘depicted the for- 
"mer Ways and Means aga 
common thief trying to hide behind 
' lofty constitutional principles to avoid 
_ being held accountable for stealing 
from taxpayers. 
' ‘Using bitmg, sometimes sarcastic 
| arguments, the tear of prosecutors, 
"led by ‘Assistant U.S, Attomey John 
} M..Campbell, said Rostenkowski is 
trying to argue he fs above the law by 
invoking the ‘complex constitutional 
' tenets ΔΆ reasons to dismiss the indict: 
ment. 
( ΤῸ them, Rostenkowski is arguing 


, “the Constitution places ihe whole. 


b question of whether he systematically 
ἃ Jooted the ‘public treasury beyond the 
τε: ἐδ σοι bys 
( — “Tronkcally, these efforts by the de- 
ες fendant ta shelter his Gonduct behind a 
' legishauve privilege are undercut by 
ι the sheer, ordinarmess of the crimes 
with which. he is charged. He is ac- 
, cused, at bottom, of stealing money,” 
the proscoutors said. in court papers 
filed late Friday in U.S, District Court 
cere cies 
“The high principles he invokes . i 
simply have nothing to say about com: 
mon thievery,” the document said. 
, Hone creates the virtual lis 
censé to steaf that the congressman 
has Imagined for himself,” 
_#Rostenkowski is charged with ex 
gagyig:in ‘a pattern of corrupt. activi: 
4 seer test anced tines Goce. He 


oo TA z 


acolsed of using congressional funds 


itp buy persooal gifts, hiring ghost 
ἐν ναν using sa cars a3 his mu 
cashmg. io Stamps at 
-House Post Office. No trial date has. 
been set. 

‘In motions filed last manth. with 
US. District Judge Norma Holloway 
Johnson, Rostenkowsli’s lawyers, bed 
by Dag Κ᾿ Webb of Chicago, argued 
the 17-count corruption indictment 
should be dismissed because il vio- 
lates the Constitution's guarantee of 


mue-making and speech 
debate clauses. The rule-making 
chuse allows Congress to make. aod 
-enforce, its own mules. The speech- 
and-debate clause protects hemakers 
from being questlaned about their leg: 


basher etn teen errr [Relies Meare pata σεν 


tslative acts. The Chicago lawmaker’s 
aitomneys also argued much of the in- 
dictment relies on Congress’ niles on 
hiring and expenditures, and it is im- 
proper for others to interpret them. 
The prosecutors, however, in their 
response to the defense motion reject- 
ed al! those arguments. “The charged 


offenses involve’ ordinary, fraud, theft 


and false statements—not votes oa, 
bills, speeches to the House or any 
other remotely legislative act,” oe 
wrote. “He can be prosecuted for his 
crimes . . . fust like any other person.” 

While conceding i it is Impértant for 
them to prove Rostenkowski violated 
House rules, the prosecutors said the 
defense “has chosen to mischaracter- 
ize the role played by these rules in 
the indictment.” They wrote that they 
plan to-use the rules as “simple ἐν 
dence,” but not their only evidence. 

“Concepts like ‘fraud’ and ‘theft’ 
transcend any requirement for rules 
that say, ‘No stealing allowed,’ ™ the 
prosecutors wrote, “hfost people 
know that it is wrong to.take money 
out of the Figgeaser| till, or to put 
friends on the payral] who do no work, 
without a rule to tell them 80." 

They also argued judges and πὸ 
are capable of reading Congresa’g " 
handbook and understanding its rules: | 


Judges and juries routinely -réad. far | 


mare complex contracis and haye no. 1 


trouble interpreting them in coe 


other cases, the prosecutors said. The 
prosecutors dismissed Rostenkowska's 


constitutional claims by citing several. 
cases against other lawmakers where ' 


higher courts, jacluding the Supreme 
‘Court, rejected similar a?guments. 


The higher courts, they said, have not "ἢ, 


allowed other lawmakers to use the 
constitutional arguments ta avoid 
criminal. prosecutions. Even so, if 


Johnson rwes against Rostenkowski, 


his lawyers woutd appeal those issues 
again. 

In no wey does the indictment deal 
with official legislative acts, the prose- 
cators said, insisting they ‘took great 
care to ensure that the grand jury yras 
not tainted with such evidence. 

As for Rostenkowski's: arguments: 
that personne! decisions regarding all: 
his staff are covered Ae legislative 
privilege provided by the Speechrand- 
dehste clause,. the prosecutors said: 

‘this view, the defendant’s decision 
to hire somedne to clean the Door of 
oS rahe offica in Chicaga is aocord- 
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By Toni Locy 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


Lawyers for Rep. Dan Rostenkowski (D- 


‘Tll,) yesterday took issue with prosecutors’ 
-plunt description of the former House Ways 
‘and Means Committee chairman as‘a com- 


mon thief whose case is no different than an 
average mail fraud prosecution. 


“The error in the Justice Department's 


logic is glaring,” wrote Thomas M. Buchan- 
an, a member of the Rostenkowski defense 
team headed .by Chicago’ lawyer Dan. K. 


Webb, .in documents filed in U. S. District. 


Court i in Washington. 
_ “This- prosecution: cannot, proceed preé- 


~~ eisely becatise Congress is not just “any oth-- 


er public or private institution,” its members 
are not just . ‘company employees,’ and its 
tules are not simply.a ‘contract’ which the 
~ tidicary- may freely interpret,” Buchanan 
‘wrote.. 

“Instead, to ensure the.proper separation 
of powers that form the bedrock of our dem- 
ocratic form of government, the Constitution 
provides certain ‘protections against exécu- 
tive-and judicial branch intrusion that do not 


--apply in‘an ‘ordifiary mail fraud case.’ 
"= Rostenkowski is charged in a 17-count in- ὦ 
dictment with engaging in a pattern ¢ of Cor 


{Mount Clipping in Space Below} 


rupt activities that spanned three decades 
He'is accused of ἡ using congressional funds to 
‘buy personal gifts; hiring ghost ‘workers, us- 
ing official cars.as his own and cashing’ in’ 
stamps at the- House Post Office. 

His lawyers are asking U.S. District Judge 
Norma Holloway Johrigon to dismiss the case” 


The prosecution. “resorts: 
essentially to 
name-calling, employing 
time-worn colloquialisms . 
such.as ‘common 


thievery’ and ‘license to 


making. εἰ enced pilots with-clean records. 
enforce it} Greenlee and:Hayes are scheduled to 
«Tn its 4 testify Tuesday at the NTSB hear: 
nent mem ings. 
partment} The hearings have drawn unusually 
tutionalp . 
from goin 
‘It d 
more th 
essential 
_worn collo Part of a speech that Pennsylvania 
, ery’ and? Ἵ to the Christian Coalition was misqua 
4) ᾿ vert -publii| | sey, said: “T here is a new intolerance 
Se constitutio —-not abide doubt: or-dissent on this-iss 
The pre speak for freedom of choice, but wha 
rely solely — 
fense ο 7, _ A Business article Saturday about 
yers, ‘Say for cruise missiles incorrectly stated 


steal.’” 


1 
q 


—defense attorney Thomas Μ. Buchanan 


because they contend that the charges vio- 


late the Constitution’s separation of powers... 


Specifically, Rostenkowski’s defense at- + failed to αἰ" 


torneys say that the indictment violates the 
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=~ ue snitung winds but might it have giv- 
en them another clue to begin emer- 
gency procedures. i 
The McDonnell Douglas DC-9 
crashed as ‘it attempted: to abort its 
landing, ' killing . 37 people as it plowed 
through pine woods and slammed into 
two large oak trees and a house. 
Twenty-people survived, including 
Capt. Michael R. Greenlee and First 
Officer James P. Hayes, both experi. 


Constituts 
making 
clause ’ pr 
tioned a 


missile, Each will cost $600,000, In ad 
formation provided by:the Navy, the f 
single Tomahawk supplier was oyersts 
$200 million over four years. . 
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J judge Rules Constitution Does Not ᾿ 


ἣν 2 


| Shield Rostenkowski From Charges: | 


] 6 of 17 Motions on Separation of Powers Doctrine Are Rejected — 


va 

HH By Toni Locy 

Wat Washington Past Staff Writer 

NR federal judge ruled yesterday 

{ the Constitution does not protect 
Rey: Dan Rostenkowski (D-III.) from 
char rges of political corruption. 

aU.S. District Judge Norma Hollo- 

Johnson threw out Rostenkows- 
ky. ‘g:motions to have 16 of the 17 cor- 
ntion charges against him dismissed 
0 aigrounds they violated the separa- 
tig of powers doctrine in the Consti- 
tution. 

4} }Rostenkowshi, former chairman of 
the 5: House Ways and Means Commit- 
ee is charged with enga iging in a pat- 

of corrupt activitiés spanning 
thee decades. He is accused of pay- 
ing* people with: public funds to pro- 

vid private services to him and his 
family, as well as using congressional 

Inds to buy personal gifts and to hire 
ghdst employees. He also is accused 
οἵ; sing official cars as his own and 
a g stamps:at the House Post Of- 

recedent seems to be Jacking for 
inal proposition” that a member. of 


& Dgress is immune from prosecution 
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” REP. DAN ROSTENKOWSKI 
. lawyers plan to appeal 


for decisions “to hire employees. 


whose duties consist of photographing 
his daughters’ weddings, mowing the 
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; in order to hold a member of Con- 


| Olations of federal laws, ‘such as mail 


public funds to his own use through 


_ any, “official” work. 


grass at his summer house or other 
personal duties,” Johnson wrote. 

Howard M. Pearl, one of Rosten- 
kowski’s lawyers, said the defense 
team is “disappointed” by the deci- 
sion. “There are significant constitu- 
tional issues presented by the nature 
of the indictment because it is based 
on violations of House rules and-not | 
criminal statutes,” Peart said. 

He said an appeal will be filed with 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
D.C. Circuit. If necessary, defense 
lawyers said they will take the matter 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The defense arguments centered 
on the Constitution’s rule-making and 
‘Speech-and-debate clauses. The de- 
fense lawyers said those principles 
forbid judges and prosecutors from in- 
terpreting House rules on payroll ex- 
penditures, hiring employees or other 
1 uses of public funds. 

The rule-making clause allows 
Congress to make and enforce its own 
Tules. The speech-and-debate clause - 
protects lawmakers from being ques- 
tioned, or prosecuted, regarding leg- 
islative actions. 

Johnson disagreed. “Other than an 
unsupported, expansive reading of the 
text of the rule-making clause, the de 
fendant offers no reason why judicial 
interpretation of House rules offends 
the principle of separation of powers,” 
she wrote. 

She said Rostenkowski failed to ex- 
plain “how the ability of Con gress to 
make rules for itself will be compro- 
mused if courts are merely allowed to 
interpret the terms of those rules. . . 


gress criminally liable for his alleged 
misuse of public funds.” 

Johnson: sided with prosecutors 
that the charges stem from alleged vi- 


fraud, concealing material facts. and 
embezzlement. 

But the judge said she was con- 
cermed about one count in which Ros- 
tenkowski is charged with converting |: 


Congress’s clerk-hiring allowance. 
The indictment alleges that Rosten- 
kowski paid people who did little, if 


Johnson said the charge would re- 


quire her to determine what “official ’ | 
work entails.” She, however, said she 

could rely on the definition of “official”’ 
found in the House rules.or in appro- |. 
_priations acts. : 
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x-Congressman Kolter Indicted 
In the House Post Office Probe 


By Toni Locy 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
τ Α federal grand jury yesterday indicted former 
House member Joseph P. Kolter (D-Pa.) on charges 
that he embezzled more ae $40,000 in taxpayers’ 
funds. 
‘Kolter, a congressman How 1983 to 1993, was ac- 


_ cused of conspiring with the House postmaster to. 
convert stamps into $11,000 in cash for his personal 


use. He also is charged with making taxpayers foot 
the bill for more than $33,000 worth of merchan- 
dise— including china, luggage and jewelry—that he 


. got from the House Stationery Store. 


Specifically, Kolter is charged with conspiracy, 


embezzlement .of public funds, concealing material 
facts through a coverup and aiding and abetting the 
_conversion of postage stamps tocash. * | 


The casé is the Latest in an ongoing federal investi- 
gation of the House Post Office scandal. So far eight 
people, including former House postmaster Robert 


V. Rota, have been convicted. Rep. Dan Rostenkows- . 


ki @-Ill.) is awaiting trial on charges of: embezzle- 
ment, mail fraud, concealing material facts and ob- 
structing justice. 

U.S. Attormey Eric H. Holder Jr. said in a state- 
ment that the Kolter indictment “demonstrates our 


office’ 5 continuing commitment ‘to hold accountable. 


all those connected to the House Post Office -who 
have engaged in criminal conduct.” 

Alan I. Baron, Kolter’s lawyer, said, “Congressman 
Kolter has maintained throughout that he was not 
guilty of any wrongdoing. We continue to maintain 


‘that position. We will plead not guilty to the indict- 


ment.” 


According to the ΓΕ indictment, Kolter per-. 


sonally instructed Rota to give him cash in exchange 
for congressional vouchers—forms used by members 
of Congress to request stamps to mail materials that 
cannot be covered by the congressional frank. Kolter 
also allegedly told Rota’to give him cash for stamps 
that he previously had received from the House Fest 
Office. 

The grand jury said Kolter obtained $6,300 een 
January 1985 to May 1987 through Rota, who also is 
from western Pennsylvania and was a good friend of 
Kolter’s. Rota is cooperating with the government, 
according to.court records. 

Between 1987 and 1989, however, Kolter and 
Rota could not continue their practices, the grand 
jury said, because a new employee was working in 
the House Post Office. After that employee left, the 
two men resumed their business, the indictment 
said. From ‘December 1989 to December 1990, 
Kolter allegedly received $5,000 in cash in the same 
manner.. 

The indictment said Kolter used a computerized 
list to compare his stamp purchases to those 
of other House members. Rota instructed ἀν ἢ of- 


Former House member Joseph P. Kolter Is accused of 
embernine public funds, conspiracy and coverup. 
i 


fee employees to keep the list, according to the’ 


grand jury. 

Under law, members of Congress are prohibited 
from using government funds for any personal, politi- 
cal or campaign-related expenses. 

From 1986 to 1992, the federal grand jury said, 
Kolter also improperly, obtained more than $33,000 


worth of merchandise from the House Stationery — 


Store. These items included more than 650 pieces of 
china and glassware worth a total of $21,000; 40 
wristwatches and clocks, worth $4,300; more than 
30 Mont Bianc pens, worth $3,300; about 30 pieces 
of luggage, worth more than $2,000; and two gold 
necklaces, worth almost $500. 

Under House rules; members could use the sta- 
tionery store to obtain office supplies. When they did 
so, such purchases were charged to accounts kept by 
the store. The House Finance Office would then pay 
the bills and deduct the purchases from the mem- 
ber’s official expense allowance. 

The store also had a practice of obtaining some 
merchandise that members bought for personal use. 
Such personal purchases, however, were supposed to 
be paid for: by the mémbers individually, with,a 10 
percent’ .service: charge “tacked on, the indictmient 
noted.  - %, ae ᾿ =; 
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“JOSEPH Ῥ.: KOLTER 
.«» faces fivée-count indictment 


11 udge Postpones Arraignment 
| In Kolier Corruption Charges. . 


A federal judge yesterday post- 
poned the arraignment of former 
representative Joseph’ P. Kolter (D- | 


j. Pa.) on corruption charges but: ex. : 


pressed. concern that he. was using 
knee surgery performed last sum- 
mer as an improper reason’for fail- 
ing to appear in court. 

“I am not convinced that the de- 
fendant could not get here at an, ear- 
lier time,” U.S. District Judge ‘Nor- 


ma Holloway Johnson said ‘in,* -the/indictment by Nov. 28. Alan I. ' 


response to a: defense request to 
postpone Kolter’s arraignment on. 
conspiracy, embezzlement of public 
funds and other charges. 

Earlier this month, Kolter was 
charged in a five-count indictment 
with embezzling more than $40,000 
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in taxpayers’ money. He was ac- 
cused of conspiring with a former 
House postmaster to convert stamps. 
into $11,000.<in cash. for: personal 
usé:‘He “also is charged with making 
‘taxpayers foot the bill for more than 
$33,000;worth of merchandise—in- 
cluding china, lugga ge and jewelry— 
from the House Stationery Store. 
Johnson ordered the’ defense to 
file its constitutional challenges to 


Baron. ‘Kolter’s lawyer, said he in- 
tends to make arguments similar to 
those of Rep. Dan Rostenkowski (D- 
_ 11) that the indictment unconstitu: 
tionally infringed-on Congress’s - 
‘right.to discipline its own members. 
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' Former Rep, Joseph P Kolter 
‘ was indicted yesterday on charges 
‘that hé obtained $11,000 in per- 

I, sonal cash from the “House post 

office and billed his office account 

; for $33,000 worth of jewelry, lug- 

' gage and other personal items 


from a congressional stationery’ 


: Store. 
, Mr. Kolter, Pennsylvania Demo- 
‘ crat, who was defeated in the 1992 
‘primary after’ 10 years in the 
' House, was the second current or 
former House member Indicted in” 
the federal investigation of the 
House post offi ice scandal. 
' Rep. Dan Rostenkowski, Ilinois 
Democrat and former chairman of 
. the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, was charged in.a 17-count 
indictment -May 31. He was ac- 
cused of converting $636,600 in 
federa) funds and $56,267 in cam- 
paign funds to his personal use. 
The government says Mr. Ros- 
tenkowski used official funds to 
pay employees who did mostly 
personal work for him; converted 
_ Stationery, postal and home office 
; allowances tohis personal use; and 
|’ obstructed justice. 


~ 


, denied wrongdoing, but he was 
forced to step aside as chairman of 
, the Ways and Means. Committee 
until the case is resolved. 
Early this year,-Mr. Rostenkow- 
ski reimbursed the U.S. Treasury 
* $82,000 for improper purchases of 
> stationery and office supplies he 
ἢ claimed the House regarded as 
“gifts.” House leaders have said 
i they will investigate the reim- 
' bursement. 
Rep. Austin J. Murphy, Pennsyl- 
vania Democrat, also has been im- 
ἱ plicated in the House post office 
; scandal, mostly by anonymous ac- 
cusérs, in a variety of ethical and 
-¢yiminal violations. 


‘ Mr. Kolterwas charged ina five- 
a ee 


Ex-House member 
Kolter is indicted 
over postal scheme — 


: Pennsylvania Democrat voted out in 92 


‘He has pleaded not guilty and: 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Rep. Dan 
Rostenkowski, Illinois 


Democrat, was 


indicted in May on 17 


counts stemming from — 


the postal scandal. 


‘count grand jury indictment. with 


conspiracy, - ‘embezzlement. and 


-concealing material facts. 


“This investigation is- continu- 
ing,, and today’s indictment. dem- 
onstrates our office’s continuing 
commitment to hold accountable 
all those connected τὸ the House 
post office who have engaged in 
criminal conduct,” U.S. Attornéy 
Eric H. Holder Jr. Said In a state- 
ment. 

Alan Baron, Mr. Kolter’s at- 
torney, said the former lawmaker 
“has maintained throughout that 
he has done nothing wrong and,we 
intend to plead nor guilty and pro- 
ceed to trial.” 

But first, Mr Baron said, Mr. 
Kolter wil) challenge the indict- 
ment’ on grounds that only the 
House has the constitutional 
authority to judge a Jawmaker’s 
behavior while performing official 
duties. Mr. Rostenkowski mounted 
a similar challenge, but lost that 
motion in U.S. District Court last 
week, His attorneys said they 
would appeal. 

The indictment said Mr. Kolter 
obtained $11,000 in cash by dis- 
guising his transactions atthe post 
office as stamp purchases for offi- 
cial purposes. Between 1985 and 
1990, the indictment said, Mr. Kol- 
ter instructed House Postmaster 


Robert V. Rota to give him cashin’ 
exchange for vouchers and: 


. tified as Mr. Rostenkowski and Mr, 
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On some occasions, the, eal 
jury charged; Mr. Kolter bought 
jarge amounts of stamps and later 
exchanged them for cash. At other 
times, the indictment said, he ob- 
tained cash from Mr. Rota in ex: 
change for postage vouchers — 
documents certifying that, he, had 
paid for or received the postage 
specified on the voucher. 

Mr.. Rota pleaded guilty last 
summer to three misdemeanor 
chargesin ascheme to funnel cash 
to members of Congress. | 

Those members later were iden- 


Kolter. 

The stamp scheme ended about 
May 1991, when the US. Capitol 
Police and the U.S. Postal Inspec: 
tion Service began probing em- 
bezzlement In the:House post-of- 
fice. 

The personal merchandise Mr. 
Kolter is accused of obtaining with 
taxpayer funds at the House sta- 
tionery store between December. 
1986 and Apri) 1991 included: 

ὁ About 650 pieces of china and 
glassware, costing more -than' 
$21,000. 

e About’ 40 wristwatches; sleek}. 
and other timepieces costing more) 
than $4,300. 

ὁ About 30 pens costing more 
than $3,300. 

Φ ‘About 30 pieces of luggage al 
a cost of more than $2,000. ‘ : 

eTwo gold necklaces costing 
$220 each. 

e About 40 wooden card boxes 
with a scene of the Capitol on top, 
costing more than $1,100. 
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Rostenkowski 
Lawyers Seek 


Case Dismissal 


By Toni Locy 
_ Washington Post Staff Writer , 


Lawyers asked a federal judge 


. yesterday to throw’ out corruption | 


charges against Rep. Dan Rosten- 


. kowski (D-Ill.) because federal pros- 


-ecutors have unconstitutionally used 


possible violations of House rules to | 


accuse him of a criminal offense. 
Dan Κι Webb,.the Chicago lawyer 

*heading’ ‘Rostenkowski’s defense 

team, argued yesterday that-if'Con- 


᾿ gress has-not “criminalized”: the: 


rules, they cannot be used in atrial 
to prove that a crime has been com- 
mutted, 

Webb described the Réstenkowski 

case as “unique, ustisual; unprece- 
dented” during arguments before 
‘US, District J udge Norma Holloway 
Johnson, ‘Rostenkowski’s lawyers 
have challenged the constitutionality 
of most of the charges in the 17- 
count indictment. ..᾽ 

The defense yesterday asked 
Johnson to dismiss the case because 


it violates the Constitution’ S.separa-_ 


tion of powers principle, Specifically, 
“the defense lawyers say the charges 


are an affront to the rule-making and _|| 
speech-and-debate clauses of the 


Constitation. ‘The rule-making 
clause allows Congress to make. and 
enforce its own ‘rules. The speech- 
and-debate clause protects lawmak- 
ers from being questioned about. 
their legislative acts, 

Johnson said she will rule “as soon 
as possible. I do feel it ‘makes abso- 
lutely no difference which way I 
rule,” she said. “It’s-going to.-the 
Court of Appeals. I-know it,” 

Webb argued that the bulk οὗ the 
charges should be dismissed because 
they rely too heavily on House niles 
tO prove criminal activity. He said 
the case comes down to one “réla- 
tively simple notion—can the gov- 
ernment prove a violation of a crimi- 


d 


nal statute it is -referencing in the’ 


indictment without first proving that 
the ‘congressman first, violated the 
rules of the House?” 


tutions of government,” he said, “Tt 


‘. Jot of money.” 
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‘Rostenkowski | is ἘΠῚ “with en- 
gaging in a pattern of corrupt activi- - 
ties that spanned ‘three decades. He 
is accused of using congressional. 
funds to buy personal gifts and hire 
ghost workers as well as using offi- 
cial cars as his own and cashing in 
stamps at the House Post Office. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney John 
Campbell told: Johnson that he did 
not recognize the case after listening 
to Webb, “It was like he was talking . 
about some other case,” Campbell 
said..“The case he described was an 
extraordinary, full-scale invasion by 
iy government... . onto Congress's 
. turf,” 
“The case iS not as complicated as 
the defense is trying to make it, 
Campbell said. Jt deals with “tradi- 
tional” issues of theft, fraud, false. 
statements and’ witness tampering, 
hesaid. .' 
“This case does not diceaien any 
constitutzonal’ principles . . or insti- - 


just threatens one guy who stole.a 
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Some pertinent preelection reading 
is Dan Rostenkowski’s brief in de- 
fense of himself and an audacious 
proposition. The proposition is that all 
the interesting things he is accused of 
doing with public money are no busi- 
ness of anyone or anything but the 
Congress in which he has flourished i 
for 36 years and to. which he will be 
rettuning in January in spite of his 
17-count indictment for behavior that 
looks to the laity, and to federal pros- 
ecutors, a lot like thievery. 

The charges in;his 17-count indict- 
ment are that he made hundreds of - 
thousands of dollars of payments to 
“ghost” employees who performed 
personal services for him, that he 
acquired ownership of congresstonally 
leased automobiles, that he used offi- 
cial purchases from the House sta- 
tionery shop for personal or campaign 
uses, that he diverted to personal use . 
official funds- authorized for postage - 
and that he tampered with a witness. 
He is charged with diverting 
$724,000 in federal money and cam- , 
paign funds to personal use tn a pat- 
tern of corruption spanning portions 
of three decades. 

He says the very structure of con- 
Stitutional government—the separa- 
tion of powers—is jeopardized by any 
judicial proceedings about these alle- 
gations, He says a trial is precluded 
by two clauses of the Constitution. 

One says that no member shall be 
“questioned in any other place” ων 21 
cerning a “speech or debate” in either ἧ is = 
hae. ἈΠΟ ΠΣ says each house shall : C WF 18673, MN =, [54 
maké its own rules and punish trans- aes = 


gressors. Rostenkowski says that S ea | 
House rules, which he calls “amor- | ie ἃ 7 


~~ = 
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= .-- --- -“»-. 
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phous and transient,” provide no stan- 
dards by which a court’could decide, 
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| As six more states, 


“Ὁ ee 


| prepare to vote on 


term limits, 
Rostenkowski is a 
relevant specimen. of 


| the political class. 


| for example, whether a member has 
p violated the rules that grant “vast 
| discretion” regarding the use of office 


funds and employees, 
In a stinging response, prosecutors 


1 say he is claiming that “the whole 
-question of whether he systematically 


looted'the public treasury” is “beyond 
the reach of criminal law.” The 
“speech or debate” clause derived 
from the desire of the Constitution’s: 
Framers to protect candor in legisla- 
tive deliberations, It pertains to “leg- 
islative acts” broadly construed. to 
include committee work, communica- 
tions with other members and other. 
acts directly relevant to deliberation 
about legislation. However, the Su- 


\preme. Court has held that the 


“speech or debate” clause does not 


‘prohibit inquiry into-conduct-simply - 
because it is done by a legislator, 
' regardless of whether it. is closely 


connected to the, process of Jegislat- 
ing. 

One court has alréady rejected 
Rostenkowski’s .brassy claims. With\ 
biting understatement, the judge said 


| that’ “precedent seems.to be lacking: 


for the proposition that immunity at- 


‘taches to a congressman’s decision to 


hire employees whose duties consist 


of photographing his daughters’ wed- 


dings, mowing the grass at his sum- 
mer home or other duties.” Rosten- 
kowski will appeal to a higher court, 


“which probably will be just as unsym- 
| pathetic about the lawn care at his 
| Vacation home in Wisconsin. Then 
| there: will -be-a trial;-and; Washington: 


4 


will weep. 
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When he: was indicted in May, 
Washington was very. lachrymose. 


class, this city’s, bipartisan sympathy 
for him probably would not be dented 
, even by a reading of the argument he 
makes on his own behalf. If his argu- 
ment is cynical, it is perhaps forgiv- 
able as the best defense at hand. But 
if it is, as it probably is, sincere; it is a 
devastating indictment not only of 
him but of the kind of life that makes 
someone capable of believing his ar- 
gument, 

As six more states prepare to vote 


senators, Rostenkowski is a: relevant 
specimen of the political class. Before 
he was elected to Congress in 1958, 
he was in -the Illinois Senate, and 
before that he was in the state legista- 
ture’s’lower house. He has been ‘a 
professional legislator since age 24. 

Never having been in the private 
sector, it is no wonder he’ cannot 
draw—cannot even imagine—a liné 
' dividing public from private spheres. 
His indictment must be unintelligible 
to him. Furthermore, his conscience, 
and even his instinct of prudence, 
have been numbed by the corrupting 
life of unchallenged control of the 
House by his party during all his 36 
years here. 2 

Today he is asserting’ for people 
like himself something akin to what 
was called “sovereign immunity” 
when kings claimed it, His claim 15 
evidence: of a mental' affliction that 


Not soon be incapacitating. He will be 
reelected this year .and, given the 
speed at which the mills of justice 
gtind, perhaps again, and then again, 
before justice is done. 


. Such is the solidarity of the political » 


on term limits for congressmen and — 


deserves to be called. “incumbents? | 
derangement.” But: his ‘affliction will: 
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| Kolter Pleads. 


Not Guilty to 


Embezzlement. 


Former representative Joseph P. 
Kolter (D-Pa.) pleaded not guilty 
yesterday to charges that he embez- 
zled more than $40,000 from tax- 
‘payers by misusing his congressional 
privileges, 7 

Kolter, a congressman from 1983 
to 1993, was indicted last month on 
charges that he conspired with a for- 


mer House postmaster to convert- 


stamps into"$11,000 in cash for his 
personal use. He also is accused of 
making taxpayers foot the bill for 
more than $33,000 in merchandise, 
including china, luggage and jewelry, 
from the House Stationery Store. 

Kolter is charged with conspiracy, 
embezzlement of public funds, con- 
cealing material facts through a cover- 
up and aiding and abetting, 


The case is the latest in a.federal .|' 


probe of the House Post Office. So 
far, eight people, including. former 
House postmaster ‘Robert V. Rota, 
have been‘convicted. Rep. Dan Ros- 
tenkowski (D-IIl.) is awaiting trial. 
Alan I, Baron, Kolter’s lawyer, en- 
tered the plea during an arraign- 
ment before U.S. District Judge 
Norma Holloway Johnson. Kolter 
was present; he had missed an earli- 


er scheduled appearance because of || 


his health. Both of his knees were 
replaced over the summer because 
of arthnitis. 
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: a DAN ROSTENRGHEUT were, 
. has exhausted legal defense fund 


Rostenkowski 
Says He Needs 
A New Job 


Outgoing Congressman 
Cites Legal Expenses 


Reuter 


Rep. Dan Rostenkowski. (D-IL), the. 
once-powerful-member of Congress 
swept out of office in Nov. 8 elections, 
told the Chicago Sun-Times he has 
more ‘than $500,000’ in unpaid ἰδ ρα] 
bills and is tooking for work, the news- 
paper reported yesterday. 

Rostenkowski, 66, said in an inter- 


gal bills for, staff members and 
$300,000 to $400,000 in outstanding 


‘bills for his own legal‘battle against a 


17-count federal indictment. 

He has exhausted a $1 million cam- 
paign fund and | a $1 million lega) de- 
fense fund to” pay attorneys defending 
him or his staff ‘against charges he ille- 
gally exchanged cash for stamps at the 
House Post Office, bought gifts with 
government funds, hired ghost payroll 
employees and obstructed justice. 

The 18-term congressman, who 


‘once wielded immense power as chair- 


man of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, said he was hoping to ob- 


| . view that he has $230,000 in unpaid le- . 


tain consultancy fees at corporations’: 
and was considering lectureships. of- 


fered by several area universities. 
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Kolter Seeks 


Dismissal 
Of Charges 


Ex:Congressman Says 
Rules Were, Confusing: 


BT Toni Locy 


Washington Post Stall Writer 


Lawyers’ for former representative 
Joseph P. Kolter (D-Pa.) asked'a fed- 
eral judge to dismiss corruption charg- 
ὃς against him yesterday” because law- 
makers were ‘not given notice that 
‘long-standing practices on Capitol: Hill 
are now considered criminal. 

“The government seeks to cnminal- 
ize, without notice, practices long 
known and conduct long allowed un- 
der House . . . rules in violation of the 
basic.tenets: ‘of due process,” Kolter’s 
lattorneyssaid in papers filed in U.S. 
District Court in Washington. 

Defense attorneys: Alan I. Baron- 


+ 


| and’Jonathan’S; Feld said the five- 


count corruption indictment against 
Kolter must be’ thrown out because 
it violates the former congressman’s 
rights under the Fifth Amendment 
to the Constitution, which prohibits 
the government from depriving peo- 
ple of life, liberty or property with- 
out due process of law. 

Kolter,,a congressman from 1983 
to 1993, is charged with embezzling 
‘more than $40,000.in ‘taxpayers’ 
funds. He is accused of conspinng 
with.a former House. postmaster to 
convert stamps into $11, 000 in cash ° 
for his personal-use. He:also is 
charged with making taxpayers foot 
the bill for more than $33,000 worth 
of merchandise—including china, 
luggage and jewelry—that he got 
_from the House stationery store, 

While arguments made by Baron 
and Feld‘are similar to claims by out- 
going Rep. Dan Rostenkowski, (0:11), 
who also has been indicted on corrup- 
tion charges, they differ in their: reli- 
ance or on 1 the due process clause.” 
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certain acts are subject to criminal 
prosecution,” Baron and. Feld wrote., 
“No such basis was present.”- -——-- | 

Prosecutors will file their responses 
to the defense motions next week. 

Like the Rostenkowski lawyers, 
Kolter’s attorneys argued that the ev- 
ser-changing ‘House. rules confused 
even those who made them and should 
not be a basis for a prosecution. 

_As*Rostenkowski’s lawyers did, 
Baron and Feld also relied upon ar- 
guments that the charges: against - 
Kolter violate the: Constitution’s 
guarantee of separation of powers. 

Prosecutors and judges are pro- 
“hibited fromrtreading on legislative. 
_turf by interpreting House rules, the’ 
‘Jawyers argued. In October, U.S. 
District Judge Norma Holloway 
Johnson rejected Rostenkowski’s ar-- 
guments; the decision is on appeal: 
* She is also handling Kolter's case.. 

‘The attorneys said that to defend: 
himself, Kolter will have to show. how 
his actions were part of his official du- 
ties and allow himself to be questioned 
about-his actions as a lawmaker, in vi- 
olation of the Constitution. 

As a result, the lawyers said, “Ju- 
dicial inquiry into-these matters 


or ee 


“URS iore'a person may bec ianged 
with a crime, there must be some 
reasonable’ ‘basis” for- knowing that 


would directly impinge upon and 
threaten the legislative process” $3C.- W F-160673 
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| Alleged ‘No-Show’ Staffer | 


For Rostenkowski Indicted 


Son of Ex-State Legislator Denied Getting Paid 


By Toni Locy 


Washington Post Suafl Writer 


A federal grand jury yesterday 

charged the son of a former Illinois 
legislator with lying about whether 
he held a “no-show” job with outgo- 
ing Rep. Dan Rostenkowski (D-II), 
: James Nedza, 37, was charged 
with perjury and obstruction of jus- 
‘tice for telling a grand fury investi- 
gating the congressman that he 
could not remember whether he 
worked in Rostenkowski’s Chicago 
office from 1983 to 1986 and earned 
about’ $48,000. 

According to the indictment, Ras- 
tenkowski’s office records show that 
Nedza was paid the money at the 
same time that two of the congress- 
man’s daughters received 3 total of 
about $48,000 while working for 
Nedza’s father, former Llinois State 
senator Edward Nedza. 

The grand jury said Nedza 
claimed that he had “emotional prob- 
Jems” during those years. “I have 
very little recall of that period of my 
life,” he told the grand jury. 

He also told the grand jury that he 
could not remember working for Ros- 
tenkowski, receiving checks or even 
setting foot in the congressman’s Chi- 
cago office. “I don’t ever remember 
meeting him,” Nedza said. 

Nedza, one of several Rosten- 
kowski employees called to testify 
before the grand jury, is the only 
member of his staff to be indicted. 


Most of the others were openly has- 
tile to prosecutors when called to 
testify and are expected to be un- 
friendly government witnesses at 
trial, sources said. 

Rostenkowski, the former chair- 
man of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, is charged with illegally 
exchanging stamps for cash at the 
House Post Office, buying gifts with 
government funds and hiring “ghost” 
employees, 

According to a transcript of his 
testimony before the grand jury, 
Nedza said he could not remember 


discussing with his father whether ἢ 
there was a relationship between the |; 


money he received from Rosten- 


‘Kowski and the $48,000 paid to Réos- | 


tenkowshi’s daughters, ἢ 

He said he did not have a close re- 
lationship with his father, although 
he said his father told him to get an 
attorney before testifying. | 
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To Hold Trial mn Chicago 


ee on Corruption Case Witnesses Cited 


Rostenkowski Asks Judge 


By Toni Locy 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


Former representative Dan Ros- 
tenkowski (D-IL) wants his trial on 
corruption charges moved to his na- 
tive Chicago because he and many of 
the witnesses in the case no longer 
live in Washington. 

On Friday, Rostenkowski’s lawyers 

asked US. District Judge Norma Hol- 
loway Johnson for a change of venue 
because the costs of a lengthy trial tn 
| Washington would be too high for 
‘Rostenkowsla, :his:former employées 


and numerous-character witnesses: 


they intend to call in:his defense. 


-Rostenkowslhd is: charged with en- . 


gaging in.a pattern of corrupt:-activi- 
ties that spanned'three decades. He 
is accused:of-using congressional 
"funds to. buy personal . gifts, hiring 
, ghost workers,.using official cars as 
[19 own, and caShing in stamps at the 
House Post Office. 
Jn an. affidavit, Rostenkowski said 
he.has ¢losed-his congressional office 
in Washington and moved permanent: 
ly to: Chicago. -He-said he intends to 
ὑ call Chicago community leaders, poli- 
ticjans, labor leaders and-business 
_ owners as character witnesses, 
“Many.-are of moderate:means and 
would be substantially inconvenienced 
or impaired by the time and expense 


that an appearance in Washington 
would entail,” Rostenkowski said. 

Holding a two- or three-month trial 
in Washington also would be expensive 
for Rostenkowski, the former chair- 
man of the House Ways and Means 
Committee who was defeated-in No- 
vember. “Unquestionably, it would be 
an unnecessary hardship and expense 
for him to face a lengthy trial far away 
from home,” wrote his lawyers, Dan K. 
Webb and Thomas M. Buchanan. 

The change of venue request was 
one of several pretrial motions filed by 


Rostéenkowski's Jawyers. ‘Johnson or-, 


dered-the motion$-filed.so that she will’ 


be ready to move the case aléng-whén 
the U.S,-Court of Appeals for thie D:C. 


Circuit rules on’ Rostenkowski's appeal: 


of a.nuling- she issued:in the case.’ In.- 
October, Johnson refused Rostenkows- ; 


ki’s requésts{o dismiss:the charges on 
constitutional grounds. 

Webb and‘Buchanan noted that few 
trial: participants live in Washington. 
The defense lawyers—Webb ‘lives in 
Chicago, Buchanan in Washington— 
said many. of the ‘prosecution’s wit- 
nesses reside in Chicago. Rostenkows- 
κι΄ 5 congressional:documents are also 


there, because he donated them fo - 


Loyola University, coturt-papers said. 
Rostenkowski’s lawyers also 


‘asked Johnson to dismiss the indict- 


ment because it is “duplicitous.” 


cutors John M. Campbell, 
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DAN ROSTENKOWSKI ae 
. . has closed office and moved home 


They argued that the prosecutors 
have. improperly lumpéd “a.séries of 


sporadic, isdlated, uhconnected. of - 


fenses” that spanned three'decades ; , 
into. one “continuous scherne.” | 
The defense attomeys said-prose- ‘| 
Thomas 7... ' 
Motley andiLarry R. Parkinson Jinked i“ 
four different “ventures” into one : ° 


- scheme to ‘sidestep the federal:five- ὅς 


year statute of limitations on how. , 
long after a crime has-been commit- 
ted a defendant can be charged. 

Webb and Buchanan said prosecu- ‘ 
tors “seek to impose criminal ltabilitya ΄ 
on the defendant for offenses that aly 
legedly were committed almost 23 
years before the return of the indict- 
ment. The attempted prosecution of 
these stale allegations gives rise pre- 
cisely to the type of unfairness the 
criminal limitations statute is de- | 
signed to protect against.” 
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Court Says:Rostenkowski Ruling Stands. - 


pn AU ὃ, appeals court yesterday rejected a bid by federal prosecutors to 
reconsider its ruling: that the trial judge should weigh dropping some 
charges in the corruption case against former representative Dan Ros- 
tenkowski (D-H). 

_The appeals court based jts ruling last uly ona recent Supreme Court 
decision that a law on false statements applies only to executive branch 
agencies. The ruling affected:six of the 17 counts in the indictment. 

The prosecutors had asked the appeals court to reconsider the case 
and address Rostenkowski’s challenge to the constitutional nature of the 
law as it applies to Congress—a question left unanswered by the Su- 
preme Court. 

The appeals court instead sent the case back to U.S. District Judge 
Norma Holloway Johnson to decide the constitutional issue and whether 
the House Disbursing Office is an executive or a legislative agency. 

Rostenkowski, who was defeated last November, has been charged 
with skimming more than $600,000 in taxpayer funds from various con- 
gressional aloes over 20 years. He has pleaded not guilty.. 


—Reuter 
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“House Gives Up 
| Its Post Offices 


One of the last vestiges of the - 
«House Post Office scandal that Jed 
gto the downfall of then-Rep. Dan. 
z-Rostenkowski (D-II) will be erased. 
yatoday when the U.S, Postal Service 


*» the House side. Postmaster Gener- 
wal Marvin T. Runyon, and House 
leaders will snip ribbons opening,a 
_ | new “state of the art” postal sales 
‘“facilify in the basement, of the 
Longworth House Office Building. 
, The new “postal store” will be 
| “staffed by Postal Service employ- 
ees, not the congressiorial workérs 
who used to man the House's five 
π᾿ τοὶ offices The new facility will be 
cetotally. independent of the House 
he . just like a post office out in An- — 
Snandale,” ‘said ‘James Lafferty, a 
“spokesman for the chief administra- 
tive officer of the House. 
The agency is planning 13 sales 
. facilities on the‘House side and the 
Longworth facility will be a ‘proto- 
type for revamped postal Jobbies 
planned across the nation. 
The Senate will continue: to op- 
erate its own post offices. : 
One postal perk won't change: 
(= 2 House members can stil place mail 
“Sefor their districts in orange mail 
‘e*bags that are supposed to give 
them speedier than normal service. 
back to their home post offices. 


—Bill McAllister 


_ stakes over operating post offices on !. 
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~ Rostenkowski Employee Guilty of Perj jury | | 


ΝΣ Cleaner Convicted. of Lying to. Grand Πὰν About ti, | 


οὐ Associated Press, - 

1 In the first trial ‘steiming from 
an investigation of former represen- WERE TE” defense Ἔα Russo, ra 58- 
tative Dan Rostenkowski’s finances, Ἶ fox Year-old retired: ‘Chicago Water De- 


a man‘ who received .$90,000' for. “partment employee; has: Parkin- | 


cleaning his: office was convicted OM Hs: ‘disease and probably suffe 
red 
yestérday of lying to a federal grand | Oileniory loss and had aificilty (οἷ-᾿ 


ΕΠ ie O65 win instructions when. he ap- 
tg tawing: p: 
) 3 : Seas ao ployee : rie beforé the grand:jury: in, r 
p{9; .count of perjury: -and*one count of ) “Pr 
ἢ | igh rosecutérs denied they targeted 
ἃ. ἀρδο ον eae ae nels | We RUSSO, saying he had-received im- ; 
fF Carr με Munity to testify and only had to tell . 
| τὰ eae τ = _ ae ‘He will - the truth’ about his cleaning. job « - 
, Ἐπ ut remains |; cfiomn,1976, to 1987. 
, ta 
ὦ He τ seco ae Stine πρὶν ΣΝ 
b gears0! ittle wor any, -an at - 
* ‘liberately ‘withholding evidence |. rs ets really iid foe Rusgo’s 
as ‘ from grand jurors investigating the §>-wife to clean Rostenkowski’s homes - 
former-congressman and lying _ *in.Chicago and Wisconsin. 
when he told’them that. he ποκα ὦὦὋὃόὌὃοΕοΗᾳοΠῇς. ‘The. Russos -lived next. door-to~}| -. -- SS 
"for 12° vears αἱ the Rostenkowski_ . | <Rostenkowski in Chicago and. had a : 
|“ job five days a week, every other || | -Dscottage in Wiscongin near his sum | 
ty. . week, and knew of no one else who - ᾿ Aimer home. 


+ Ene Performed the. work. ; Neither the Russos -nor Rostei- ' 
ει « Outside the courtroom, a glassy- Ye “kowski testified. 
: ayed Russo consoled-his tearful a -“Rastenkowski was charged” in 


7 


ie. mi Wife, ‘Irene, The ‘Russos, prosecti- ° ἀτ “May, 1994 with using official funds” 
; tion and defense attorneys: andj ju- ‘to. pay’ employees who did mostly ᾿ 
|_inixors declined:comment. a Dérsonal work for him, converting. ; 
—wil The :defense contended Russo τον: ationery, postal and ἃ district office ice , 
—rwas: snared, unjustly.in the: govern- ἢ ; 
“asinent’s effort to convict, Rosten- ἮΝ : Ξ 
ὩΣ Rowski? the Chicagiy Democrat who ΝΣ 
250) sS'tiéaded the tax-writing House ee : 4 
“snd Means Committes, 2 oe 


FBI/005 


allowances to personal use.and ob- 
structing justice. - 

‘He pleaded not gulty and awaits 
trial, He lost his bid for a 19th term 
last fall. 

One of his defense lawyers, How- 
ard Pearl of Chicago, said Wednes- 
day’s;verdict “has no implication for 
Mr. Rostenkowski.” 

Rostenkowski’s indictment out- 
linedjalleged fraudulent salaries to- 
taling more than $500,000 for 14 
office employees from 1971 to 


}1992, without naming them. The 


w 


Se τιτὠὄἧ----ὄ-,.....-  τἀὐσπὰτ' 
_ description for “Employee 7” corre- 
sponded to information in Russo’s 


indictment. 


About a week before Russo's 7 in- ||" 


dictment, James Nedza, the son’ ‘of a 
former. Illinois lawmaker, pleaded 


guilty to obstructing justice by lying 


to the grand jury about .what.prose- 
cutors called his “no show” Job, for 
Rostenkowski, 


The government focus on Ros- 


tenkowski stemmed from a 1991 i in- 


vestigation into the U.S. House. 


Post Office’s operation. 
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May Thial E Date Is Set 
ἴῃ Rostenkowski Case 


¥ 


Fh Oe, 


Reuter 


former representative Dan Rostenkowski (D-Ill) after 
tejecting a defense request to move the corruption trial 
0 Illinois. 


; US. District Judge Norma Holloway Johnson turned 
0 


wn a bid by Rostenkowski’s lawyers to have the crimi-- 


al case transferred to Chicago, where the former Dem- 
cratic lawmaker lives. She said Rostenkowski's alleged 
fem to defraud Congress. took place here, that the 


ocuments and many prosecution witnesses were from, 


his area and that Rostenkowski can bear the expense of 
a trial here. 

r Rostenkowski, a House member from 1959 until his 
cae a year ago, has pleaded not guilty to a 17-count in- 

ictment charging him with skimming more than 

600,000 in taxpayer funds from various congressional 

illowances over 20 years. The former powerful House 

ays and Means Committee chairman allegedly used the 
money ‘to benefit himself, his family and friends, em- 
ployed staffers who did little or no official work and ob- 
structed j justice. 

ἔ In another ruling, Johnson gave prosecutors one week 
tb turn over any exculpatory material to defense law- 
yers. She set a May 15 trial date and estimated the trial 
yfould last about two months. 

ἐξ The next step in the case will focus on a U.S. appeals 
court ruling that ordered Johnson to consider whether 
six counts of the indictment can survive in view of a re- 
cent U.S. Supreme Court decision that a law on false 
statements applies only to executive branch agencies. 


Ἂ 
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A federal judge yesterday set a May 15 trial date for 
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-Efforts by. lawyérs for. former rep- 
resentative Dan Rostenkowski (D-Ill): 
to negotiate a plea bargain have 
. failed, keeping alive a-nearly ἔπος, 
| yéat-old corruption case that could 
become mired in appeals for up to an- 
᾿ς other year. 
| AT source familiar withthe cise said- 
, Dan’ Webb, Rostenkowski’s lead’ de- 


pe στὰ a «πὰ πὸ 
= ΓῚ 


in the office of U.S. Attorney. Eric ἢ, 
Holder Jr..during.the past’month' to . 
see if they could agree on a deal. 
The source, who requested ano- 
“nymity, said Webb would have been 
“remiss” had he not checked “the 


SE ge 


highest ‘profile: prosecutions:i in-Wash- 
ington but:which lost considerable al- 


titude since:Rostenkowski;was den 


ω-- ὧς & ΚΕ 


3 Me 


% 


| feated for reelection i in ee 


temperatiire”’ - of -prosecutors at ‘this: 
point insthe-case, once one of. the: 
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‘Roatenkowaks 9 ‘Plea Bargain Overture Re jected 


Tal i in n Two- Year-Old Corruption Case Could Await Appeals Lasting: Up. to αι Year 4 
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ι & ἢ , 
Discussions ἘΠΕ a πῶ: were: ehéid. - oiie Ways and- Means. Committee, - - dictment was thegal and. ‘violated the 
but, within: the past week, ‘the, talks . Rostenkowski, 68, is‘accused of mis- _Constitution’s separation-of-powers | 


ended. without an agreement; the orusing his: office. through. a ‘pattern of 
“corruption. that. spanned three de- 


‘gource said. ‘There was. not enough 
common ground,” the source said, de=. * 
Clining to be more specific and adding ~ 
that neither: side has‘ruled out the: 


Οὐκοῦν again’. ὁ, ῃ 
The overture came as U. S. District 


‘Judge’ Norma: ‘Holloway Johnson tried 
‘ to steer the case toward trial, which ~. 
fense lawyer, approached prosecutors « she set for. May 15 while acknowledg- 


ing the.date-could, ‘and,probably. 
vould, change. She plans to hold an- 
- other hearing Jan; 31 on complicated 
legal issues that already have been 
the subject of ‘appeals . and probably 
will be again.-Before his indictment in’ 
May 1994, Rosténkowski was so ada- 
~mantly opposed to a deal that he fired 
his lawyer at the time, Robert S. Ben- 
nett, who'had come close to-gaining 
an agreement, with prosecutors... 


cades.: : 


‘He, ig: ‘charged ‘with - converting to ᾿ 


his personal use more than’ $600,000" 


The “17-count, indictment alleged 
he exchanged official postage vouch: 


ers for. cash at the House Post Office}. 
bought: ‘gifts and: ‘personal items -with. 


government’ funds ‘at the Hoiise Sta- 


- tionery; Store and: ‘paid ‘more-than a 


one employees who did little Or; ΠΟ 
Wo 
To July, a three-judge: patiel of the 


U.S. Court -of Appeals: for:the :D.C, 


Circuit issued a complex ruling, buoy- 
ing: Rostenkowski’ 5. ‘lawyers -by dis- 


‘missing some ‘charges but sending the 


‘rest of the « case back to Johnson to re- 


ΠΥ o§olverThe panel also rejected Rosten- 


ous the Powerful chairman of the.~ hows 8 argument that the, entire i in- 


| ane 
οὶ no ΔΙ 


doctrine, 

Johnson: inust decide whether to. 
dismiss Six charges tha that Rostenkows- 
ki. lied ‘to’ Congress” and the, Federal 
- Election, Commission, sométhing the 


“possibility similar discussions. could im. federal ‘funds and $50, 000i in'cam- iy. S,. Suipreme. Court said last year , 
~ paign contributions. 


was No longer ὃ a ‘chime under.a.“false.. 
͵ Statements” law prosecutors had {τὰ 
in the (356... «Ὁ. 

« Lawyers familiar with the case ay 
| defense attorneys’ would launch .an-.- 
other’ ‘round of. appeals if Johnson 
tules against Rostenkowski.- If: that ' 
‘Aappens, the case could not go to trial ᾿ 
in ‘May, and would be delayed several 
more months, , 

The | case, “which stems from ani in- 
vestigation’ of. the Housé* Post: Office; . 
led to the end of-Rostenkowski’s 36. 
year, tour in Congress. He was beaten, | 
by .ἃ political’ neophyte, <Repiiblicah | 
Michael Patrick Flanagan. | 
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Associated Press , 
“Bh ΙΝ Chicago city:employ- 
‘years for ‘cleaning Dan Rosten- 


-kowski’s offices has: been 
“charged” with lying to a federal 


“grand j jury about his work for the 


“ex-Congressman.. 
The indictment’ released “Fri- 
day’ ‘charges: Robert Russo with 


. ‘one’ felony count each of perjury 


sand obstruction of ju justice. If he is 


‘convicted, the maximum penalty 


for each charge i is five years:in 
»prison and a $250, 000 fine. 
- The. charges: are the second 


development in a' week in the po-. 


‘litical corruption ,case against 
Rostenkowski,.a Chicago Demo- 
-crat.- 

On, April.13; a former, illinois 
state Jawmaker’s:son pleaded 
fguilty: to, obstructing justice by 
-lying to:the grand jury. about 
what prosecutors. called his “no 
show” job for Rostenkowski, 

Russo’s lawyer, Raymond 
Banoun, said it was-“a very un- 
‘fortunate. and very misguided ac- 
‘tion: by ‘the government to indict 
a person ona mere minuscule is- 
-sué:.... and the. only, way I can 
explain it is that they feel some- 
‘how they’re going to put pres- 
-sure on Rostenkowski.” 

One’ of. Rosterikowski’ 5 law- 


QP 'ι 
ae fs 
τ 


-Ex-Employee Charged — 
In Rostenkowski Case 
Lauiyer ‘Sees-an Attempt for Pressiire 


ree. who earned $90,000'over'12'* 


- 


‘fies, totaling more. than} 
‘$500,000, for 14 employees ‘in | 
without. identifying the ‘employ: 


‘information in Friday’s.indict- 


νῶν jury.. 


yers, Toi Buchanan, agreed 
with that assessment and said, “I _ 
don’t think it’s going to work: nt 

Rostenkowski was indicted.in | 
May 1994 on charges he used of- | 
ficial funds.to-pay employees. ; 
who did mostly: personal. ware 
for him; coriverted stationery, | 
postal and home office allowanc- | | 
es,to his personal use; and ob 
structed justice. | 
guilty; and his lawyers are trying 
to have the charges-in, the 17: 
count indictment dismissed. He; 
lost reelection. 

Rostenkowski’s- indictment | 
outlined alleged fraudulent sala- 


his offices’ from: 1971 to 1992,... 


ees by-name. But the description 
for “Employee 7” corrésponds to 


ment of Russo. 

The ‘perjury count charges 
Russo lied to the grand jury 
Sept..21, 1993, by claiming he 
knew of no one else who cleaned 
the office and that he, worked 
five days a week, avery other 
week, 

The obstruction of justice 
charge:.says Russo deliberately 
withheld: evidence from the 
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; Chicago Death 


By Megan a 
_ Weechington Post Sul Writer 


CHICAGO, July ‘18—City authorities today 5... 


raised the death toll in Chicago's heat disaster - ἢ i‘. 
to-376 and said.the-number of deaths at least <7 


partly attributable (0 five days οἵ. 100-degree i δ 


heat could reach 500. 

. Although the flows of bodies into Cook Coun 
ty morgue finally slowed to a trickle today, 120 3 
corpses still await autopsies, With all 222 bays 

___ filled, morgue officials over the weekend had to 


alli in refrigeration trucks to handle the over- ~ f eg 


flow of bodies, most of them elderly people, 

The city. has begun to investigate how well ᾿ 
the heat emergency was, ‘handled. The Illinois 
state legislature also has Scheduled hearings on 
the disaster. 


* “We’are assessing wh we haverdone and. ᾿ς ῥ 


what more could have been done,” said Jim Wil- 
Jiams, press secretary to Mayor’ Richard Μ, 
‘Daley (D). ‘The mayor is tetribly concerned - 
and upset about this tragedy. ‘As fat as all the 
criticismyit is expected,” ΄ “ 
There was Πὺ shortage Ὁ Of it: 

Sbrior citizen: groups criticized the ‘police 
The mayor's, office was criticized for’ being un- 
prepared for a heat emergency ἘΠῚ city officials 
were cited for failing to check on the elderly 
déor to door. 

‘The death tol underscored the vulnerability 
of elderly, people'y who often live’ in relative ali 
ΗΝ in large urban centets: Chicago, f fore: eX 
“ample; | has more than 443, (000' residents ‘age 
60‘or over and 800 ‘city éimployées charged. 

| swith keeping tabs on theMonwae sna #0 υ 
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~ Appeals Court: Narrows Rosterikowskt Case | 


Some Counts Again Former House Chairman Based on Vague Rules, Panel Says. 


~ By Kenneth ca 
i Washington Post Staff Writer :, nhl 


_ 


ea ee 
A federal appeals cotirt yesterday, narrowéd. 
the government's 17-coiint. indictment* of ‘for- 
miér representative. Dan-Rostenkowski (D-IL) 
on corruption charges, dismissing several alle- 
gations because they were’ based on-vague 
House rules, 
The three-judge':panel rejected Rostenkow- 
ski's ‘contention: that’ the: entire indictment 
+ should be dismissed as an isncorstitutional intru- 
sion on Congress's right-to set. is own rules, But 


the judges ordered a: lower court to review-six ° 


counts of lying to Congress; an’ fact ‘the Supreme 
Court recently ruled is nota crime, , 

The 40-page decision-by, the, US. Court of 
Appeals for the D.C, Circuit cheered deferise at- 
tomeys for the once powértul ‘chairman.of the 
House Ways and Means Coiniiittee, and ap- 
peared likely to further delay his trial based on 
the May'1994 indictment. But Justice Depart- 
ment sources predicted federal prosecutors 
would still build a strong case on embezzlement 

Ε and other serious charges. 
“I am ecstatic,” said Howard M: Pearl, Ros- 


οι tenkowski’s Chicago-based attorney, “I believe - 


emment’s case.” 

—-US, Attomey Eric ἢ, Holder Jes-noting the: 
court rejected Rostenkowski’s blanket: chal- 
lenge to the indictment, said. the ruling “af- 
firmed once again that members of Congress 
are not above the law and-are accountable to 

; We're ready and, 

eager to goto fra inthis case,” 


| 
it emasculates a ἃ sigaiicant portion of. the § ‘gov- 


fan! 
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The indictment, which grew’ ‘out of-a federal 


investigation οἱ the House Post Office’. ἃ accuses. 
~~  Rostenkowski of’ a patter of corruption for two 


decades and convertig to his personal use more 
than’ $600,000 in federal funds and, $50,000 in 


campaign contributions, He is charged with ex-, 


changing official postage vouchers'for cash at 
the House Post Office, buying gift and personal 
items with government funds at the House Sta- 
tionery Store, paying more than a dozen et 


ployees who did “little or no official work” and: 
buying vehicles with: government funds autho 


rized for leasing officidl cars; 
The .corruption charges led to Rostenkow- 


‘ski's defeat last November by Republican Mi- 


chael Patrick Flanagan, then a political un¢ 
known. Rostenkowski, a 36-year veteran of 
Congress, has since retuimed to Chicago, occu 
pying himself with speeches and consulting, 

In an opinion: ‘written by Judge Douglas Η. 
Ginsburg, onetime Supreme Court: nominee, 


the appeals-panel ruled’ on: constitutional: 


grounds that Rostenkowskt could not be prose- 
cuted onallegations that several of his congrés- 


. stonal employees had performed persona tasks, 


‘not official duties: 

The: appeals court found that’ sak the 
‘House prohibited use of ‘a member’s'office pay- 
‘roll to” “defray any. personal, political or cam 
.paign:-telated expenses,” ‘that rule ‘did not spel 
out the difference between: “personal” and “offi 
cial”: activity,’ For courts:to supply that defini- 
tion; the judges said, would violate the constitu- 


tional ‘separation of powers and the: House's. * 


ght to setts own rules, 
“The life of a congressman—as intcumbent 


ΟΣ po 


a 


legislator and perpetual candidate for is, ΟΜ. 


whose official days end only-after.a round of - 


nominally ‘social’ events at which he is obliged 
to appear, and his weekends and holidays are 
only’an opportunity to reconnect with his con: 
stituents—makes the line between ‘official 
work’ and ‘personal services’ particularly dif 
cult to draw,” the court said. 

It said Rostenkowski could not be prosecuted 


"Οἡ some allegations but let others stand: 
aA charge that one employee was:‘pickinig up 


laundry, driving his family members around 


Washington and working at: «campaign events” 1 er ce 


was dismissed because “those activities might 
.. directly—even vitally—aid a congressman 
in the performance of his official duties.” 
a The government was permitted to pursue 
an allegation that another employee “ ‘per- 
formed regular bookkeeping dutiés’ for an in- 
surance company Rostenkowski owned, an 
activity the court said fit “no reasonable inter- 


pretation of ‘official work,’ ” i 


u Prosecutors were allowed to seek to:prove 
Rostenkowski uséd official funds to purchase 
gifts from the House? Stationery Store be- 


cause ἃ rule clearly prohibitéd such gift-give 


ing. But'he cannot be.charged with convert- 


ingiany:items purchased to his personal use, 
_ Rostenkowski's lawyers. have argued ‘that 


House rules \ were too unclear for violations to 
constitute, crimes. US. District Judge: Norma 


Holloway Ϊ ohnson rejected that argument last 


October, and the appeals court ‘agreed’ ‘that no 
‘absolute bar” to such prosecutions exists on 
constitutional grounds, t 


δι" charges, remain,” ‘Pearl’ said, “those 


: oo 


DAN ROSTENROWSAT 
+ accused of pattern of corruption ἢ 


charges will be much more difficult to prove and 

our ability to defend against them is enhanced”: ἢ 
The appeals, court suggested Johnson; could §: 

dismiss six counts accusing Rostenkowski of ly- 


ing to Congress or the Federal Election Com: 


mission because of a Supreme. Court ruling in. 
May. In that decision, involving charges against 
former: ‘representative Carroll Hubbard Jr. (Ὁ. . 
Ky.) that grew oul of the House Bank scandal, ¢ 
the Supreme Court held that a federal law: 
against making false statements to the govern 
ment applies onlyto the ‘executive branch, not’ ! 


Congress or the courts, 


A Justice Department source acknowledged 
that the Hubbard-related part of the decision. 
“stings,” but; quickly’ added: “We've’ still: got ἃ a 
strong case: :. . We've still capable of going t0 
trial anid convicting Mr, Rostenkowski οἱ on some 
Serious olenses. 
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Rostenkowski Trial Date 


Hinges on Appeal Decision 


U.S. Could Challenge Dismissal of 4 Charges 


‘By Toni Locy 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


’ Will former representative 


Dan Rostenkowski (D-ILL) finally 
go to trial on two-year-old cor- 
ruption: charges in May, as 
scheduled? 

That depends largely on 
whether the Justice Department 
decides to appeal a ruling made 
this week by U.S. District Judge 
Norma Holloway Johnson in 
which she dismissed four of 17 
charges against Rostenkowski. 

‘The four charges in dispute 
involve allegations that Rosten- 
kowski, the former chairman of 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee, made false state- 
on to the House Finance Of- 

ce. 

While prosecutors played 
down the effect of the loss of the 
four charges on an eventual 
trial, Howard Pearl, one of Ros- 
tenkowski’s attorneys, said the 
four charges are important be- 
cause they are part of the prose- 
cution’s “fundamental theory” of 
the case. “We have been chip- 
ping away at the building, brick 
by brick. We’ll see what’s stand- 
ing at the end,” he said. 


The sweeping indictment 
against Rostenkowski accuses 
him of engaging in a pattern of 
corruption that spanned three 
decades. Among other crimes, 
he is accused of converting to 
his personal use more than 
$600,000 in federal funds and 
$50,000 in campaign contribu- 
tions. 

In her 10-page ruling filed 
Tuesday, Johnson said a Su- 
preme Court ruling of a year 
ago required her to dismiss the 


charges because they did not in- 


volve false statements to an ex- 
ecutive branch agency but to a 
division of Congress. 

Prosecutors, however, ar- 
gued that the House Finance Of- 
fice could be considered an 
“agency” in the general sense, 
and that the Supreme Court had 
left open that possibility in its 
ruling in the other, unrelated 
case, ° 
But they must now decide if 
that principle is worth fighting 
for. 

If they think it is, the May 15 
trial for Rostenkowski would al- 
most assuredly be delayed. 
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‘pocketing fe 


‘Rostenkowski 
~ Pleads Guilty, 
Gets 17 Months 


ROSTENKOWSELFromAl + 
man of the House Ways and Means 
Committee. While I deeply regret 


the trauma that this intense scrutiny 
has bestowed upon my: family, 


friends and supporters, I personally 


have come to accept the fact that, 


sometimes one person gets singled 


out, to be held up by law enforce- 
ment as an example.” 
-U.S. Attorney Eric H. Holder Jr: 


‘flatly rejected Rostenkowski’s de- 


scription of the two felony charges 
to which the former congressman 
had admitted guilt. “People are not 
sent up to that. institution,” he said, 


pointing at the Capitol’ a-short dis: 


tance away, “to line their pockets.” 
Holder said Rostenkowski 
brought law enforcement to his door 


by his own actions—his use of gov- 


ernment employees to remodel his 
house and take pictures at his daugh- 
ter’s wedding and his practice of giv- 
ing expensive china and hand- 
painted armchairs paid for by tax- 
payers to his friends, to name a few. 
Rostenkowski, 68, originally was 
charged in a 17-count indictment i in 
May 1994 with engaging in a pattern 
of corruption that spanned nearly all of 
his 36 years in Congress. He was ac- 
cused of illegally exchanging postage 
stamps for cash at the House Post Of- 
fice. He was charged with using gov- 
emment employees to run personal 
errands for. Se He was accused of 
funds and campaign 
money, And: he-was charged with us- 


oaeB 


THE 17 CHARGES. 


THE WASHING 


| ere are the original charges against former representative Dan 
Rostenkowski (D-Iil.). A-May 1994 indictment said he 
converted $636,000.in federal funds and $56,000 in campaign 


money to personal 1159. 


(PLEADED GUILTY TO TWO "Tio ΤΩΣ ΜΨΉΝΩΝ 


'π᾿ Mail fraud (two counts) 


+ ΓΝ be 4 

1 Ὑ ἢ wie 2 ‘oa τ 

Wert Ny nee ena Keser 
ὃ 


Used mail to further frauds involving employees on payroll:who did little or 
no official work and public funds used to buy personal gilts 


ῬΑ AA AE 4, SD eaten 


Sag eee te restenosis Ἢ χρυ 


ICHARGES DROPE DROPPED LAST MONTE: ἘΞ Ἐκ ἀξ τ pata ceca cn a 
ΒΙ͂ Concealing i a material fact {four counts) 


Applies to “ghost” employees; '$73'500 in fraudulent car leases charged to 


‘the ‘government; public funds, used to buy‘personal gifts;: and cash received 
from House Post Office for stamps bought with public funds, 


[OTHER CHARGES : FRONT ἐξ EFRON 1994. ΙΝ ΘΙ ΡΝ oROPRED ΩΝ oo 


u Mail and wire fraud (three counts) “ὦ 
Used. telephone and ‘Tail to further frauds involving cash Ε “ἢ " 
for stamps and personal cars bought with public funds. 


= Obstruction of justice (one cou 


a, 


} | 
Asked grand jury witness who ee gifts bought 
at House stationery store to withhold evidence. 


-8 Embezzlement (four counts} 


Applies to public funds spent on personal goods 
and services and cash-for-stamps allegation. 


= Concealing a material fact from the 


Federal Election Commission (two counts) 
Asked House postmaster to cash signed 


campaign checks; directed campaign 


committee to pay for personal car leases. 


ΝΒ Conspiracy (one count) 


Applies to cash-for-stamps allegation. 


ing merchandise in the House Station- 
ery Store as gifts to friends and con- 
stituents. 

Those charges led to his defeat:in 
November 1994 at the hands of a po- 
litical neophyte. — 

pica ΠΡΠΕΙ ΘΝ ΘΕῈ his 


ἐν. 


ats rad 
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THE WASHINGTON POST 


lawyers, led by ‘Dan K. Webb, and 
prosecutors hammered’ out the deal 
that Johnson signed off on yesterday. 
In addition to the agreed 17 months 
and the fines, the judge also said Ros- 
tenkowski will have to pay the costs 
of his incarceration, about $1,800-a 
month, if the Bureau of Prisons de-— 
termines that he can afford it. 


nO “ὧν υἱ Ὁ 


breadth of. your crimes,” Johnson 
said. “In your important position, you 
capticiously pursued a course of per 
sonal gain for you, your family, ‘and 
your friends. You have stained them, 
as well as yourself, and the high posi-; 1. 
tion you held.” 
“The penalty you and your family: 
. [will suffer] will be the burden of con- 
science, will be the burden. of dis- 
grace that will always be associated 
with your tenure in Congress,” the 
judge said. 
“For me,.it’s a very sad day,” said 
former minority leader Robert H. 
- ‘| Michel (R-II), who had an office next 
‘to Rostenkowski’s ard played golf with: 
him during the days when‘Rosten-: 
kowski was a power-in the House. 
“He's a very fine human being person- 
cally,” Michel said. “T'll never’say any- 
thing bad‘about my friend.” - 
During the dozen years he ruled the 
| Ways and Means Committee, Rosten- 
4  kowski was larger than life, a big man 
-who enjoyed holding court’in. ‘restau- 
‘rants,. particularly those that. served 
his favorite dish, red meat. “I: think 
Danny Rostenkowski was a mentor to 
many of us who were on his-commit- }. 
_ tee,” said Rep. Robert T. Matsui.(D- 
Calif .). “We looked to him for. leader- 
ship throughout our careers,” 
Rostenkowski followed his father in- | 
to politics, succeeding him as a‘ com- 
‘mitteeman in Chicago’s 32nd Ward, 
‘which they ruled from 1935 to 1987, 
ΜΕ was elected to the state legislature. 
in 1952, at the age of 24. Six years lat- 
er, Rostenkowski.convinced Mayor | 


we ee Richard Jr Daley to back him for Con: 
gress to pay off a political debt the 
mayor owed his father. 
In 1980, when several senior mem-' 7" 
-bers of Congress were voted out of of- 
fice, Rostenkowski: was given .the- 
choice of Ways and Means Committee, 
| chairman or whip. He took thé com-' 
| mittee, the most powerful ‘on Capitol 
Hill because: it-controls the govern 
ment’s purse strings. 
“Tam very proud of my 36 years in 
oe. ΝῊ Congress,” Rostenkowski said yester-: 
-- "| day. “I believe I have served my.con- 
~ stituents with dignity, honor and integ- ᾿ 
ει" | rity. I know of no member of Congress |} * . 
᾿ who worked harder on behalf ‘of his -- 
ΝΣ ᾿ state, his Νὰ or his congressional con- , 
΄ ‘ ΝΣ stituents. ... With the events of. ἴον - 


= Ἵ me and, ‘when Tam released from in- | _ | 
1 carceration, I intend to be actively’ in- | 
volved i in public life.” 


Staff writer Guy Gugliotta ΙΪ 
contribiited to thts report. i 
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Kolter Guilty in Post Office Scandal! 


By Toni Locy 
Neteeica Post Staff Writer 


Former representative J oseph BP: 
Kolter (D-Pa.) admitted yesterday that 
during his 10 years in Congress he 
walked into the House Post Office, put 
thousands of dollars in taxpayer money 
into his pocket and lied on vouchers 
that said he had gotten stamps instead. 

Kolter, 69, who served from 1983 
to 1993, pleaded guilty to one count of 
conspiring with the former House post- 
master, Robert V. Rota, and others to 
steal from the post office. 

By doing so, Kolter deprived citizens 
of “their right to have the business of 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
conducted honestly and impartially, 
free from corruption, conflict of inter- 
est, deceit and fraud,” prosecutor Wen- 
dy Ϊ, Wysong said. 

Originally, Kolter was charged with 
embezzling more than $40,000 in tax- 
payer funds: $11,000 from the post of- 
fice and more than $33,000 in mer- 


chandise -from -the~House~-Stationery—~were meaningless because he had: -sim-——tion,-Wysong. Said... Rota. also. kept-a-|. 


Store. He pleaded guilty to only one 
charge yesterday, involving seven inci- 
dents totaling $9,300 in thefts from 
the post office. 

He is the first former congressman 
to admit that such a fraud existed at 
the post office. Former House Ways . 
and Means Committee Dan 


|.-Rostenkowski (D-Ill.) vehemently dis- 


puted similar charges brought against 


_ him, even after he pleaded guilty last 


month to taking merchandise from the 
House Stationery Store and giving it to 
friends and using government employ- 
ees to do personal chores, such as take 


} pees at his daughter’s wedding. 


JOSEPH P. KOLTER 
οὐ faces five years in prison 


Still outraged by Rostenkowski’s 
combative remarks—that his crimes 


ply done what everyone else in Con- 
gress had done—prosecutors said Kol- 
ter’s admission proves there was a 
cash-for-stamps scam in the post office. 
“This demonstrates that Robert Ro- 
ta was giving cash to Congressmen,” 
said prosecutor John Mi Campbell, 
head of the public carnitte unit in 
"5 Attorney Eric H. Halles Jr.'s of: 
ce » 
“We were prepared to prove it,” said 
prosecutor Thomas J. Motley. “We 
would’ve proven it.” 
Prosecutors said the post Office in- 
vestigation is continuing. Rota and two 
other post office employees who coop- 


Ex-Lawmaker Pleads to Fraud mild ἀμ: House Postmaster 


erated in the probe are awaiting sen- 
tencing; no dates have been set. 


U.S. District Judge Norma Holloway |. 


Johnson set Kolter’s. sentencing for Ju- 
ly-31; While the maximum penalty he 
faces under law is five years, his sen- 
tence under federal guidelines -will 
probably fall within six to 12 months, 
lawyers for both sides said. 

Wysong said Rota, Kolter and “other 
selected congressmen” set up a system 
that was “convenient and largely un- 


.traceable” to steal funds from the post | 
office. They did‘it, she said, in two | | 


ways: Kolter would ask for and get a 
large number of stamps through a 
signed voucher and then, a short time 
later, take them back-and exchange 


them for cash. But most often, Rota ' 


simply gave Kolter cash directly after 
he-signed a voucher on the spot falsely 
stating that he had gotten stamps. 
Kolter and Rota kept the conspiracy 
secret by having Kolter go personally 
to the post office to handle the transac- 


computerized list that kept track of the 
volume of stamps purchased by mem- 


‘bers of Congress, The two men often 


checked Kolter’s purchases to make 
sure they were not out of line with the 
others so they would not draw atten- 
tion, Wysong said. 

After Wysong finished her summa- 
ry, Judge Johnson asked Kolter’ if he 
agreed with it. The former congress- 
man slowly shook his head. “Yes, 


ma’am,” he said softly. She cautioned | 


Kolter that he must abide by terms of 
his bond and asked him if he would re- 
turn to court for sentencing. 

“Looking forward to it,” he said, 
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